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PREFACE 


TO THE 
5 Good Reader, ». 


T was ivell obſerved by ont, | That b_ 
next to the knowledge of (Chriſt 

(-and of the true way of ſalvation ” 

[-him, nothing is more neceſſary for 

'« (bviſtion, than the knowledge of 

| Antichriſt * for hereby be me be I 

1 A 2 ee able "©q 4 
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The Preface. 
able to diſtinguiſh the true knowledge 


of (hriſt, from the corruptions and | 


mixture with which Antichriſt hath 
adulterated and obſcured the true 
 Doftrme of the Goſpel. That the 
Pope with his Adberents is Antis 
chriſt bath been the general opinion 
of learned men for theſe laſt 600. 
Tears, ever face Gregory 7. not 
of Proteſtants only, Hus, Wicleff , 
and the Waldenles, but alſoof ma- 
ny that lived and dyed in the com- 
munion of the Roman ( burch. And 


ſeeing our Papiſts generally confeſs 


Antichriſt in St. Johns epiſtle tobe | 


the ſame with the man of ſm im Ot. 
Paul, and witb the myſtical Baby- 
lon. in the Apoc. they do in effe&t 


yield that the Pope is Antichriſt, ſee- 


ing all the marks- of the two latter 


da | 
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The Preface. 


| do undeniably agree to bim. For 


this cauſe 1 bave waved the particue 
lar controverſies, betwixt us andthe 


Papiſts , which have been ſo largely 


and clearly managed by our Writers , 
both formerly and of late, as leſs 
neceſſary for this preſent time ; there 
being lutle of reaſon, conſcience , or 
Scripture to urge any Proteſtant to 
embrace any particular error or Cor 
ruption of the Papifts , endeavour- 
mg briefly and ſummarily to ſhew 
that the (hurch of Rome is, as 
Wicleff long ſince called it, the Synas 
gogue of Satan, myſtical Babylon , 
a ſtate of Apoſtate Chriſtians that 
have joyned themſelves to the Pope 
as their Head againft Chriſt, his Goſ- 
pet and pure ( burch ; that by this 
brief conſideration of things Chriſti- 
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the learned have na need of it) be 


The Preface. 


ans may be the more ſtirred up to de: 
teſt, and to oppoſe in their places that 
body of men which call themſelves the 
only Catholick Church, that they 
may be the more zealous for the truth 
as it is received in the Reformed 
Churches ; and that they may if cals 
led to it , ſuffer with the greater 
comfort wr cruelties and violence 
Gad may yet permit that Bea eaſt of 
Rome to exerciſe upon his Church, 

1 my ſelf, and many that beard this 
diſco: irſe, have thought it might be 
ſeaſonable aud uſeful in theſe days 
to plain and private Chritiad ( for 


cauſe through long peace and ſecuri- 
ty, the error and tyranny of. the Pa- 
piſts haye been much forgotten by the 
people, and many that hate the name 
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of Papiſts ſcarce know the grounds 
they ſtand on, and are Antipapiſts by 
a kind of implicite faith. If any 
find their judgements informed, their 
conſciences ſettled, their agal and cou 
rage excited by theſe endeavours, tn 
| theſe ſhaking times, Ihave mine end ; 

| and may they and the ( hurch of 
| Chriſt long enjoy that benefit to' the 
glory of God and their own comfort, 
to the ſtrengthening of their brethren 
and the ſhame of their umplacable 
and reſtleſs adverſaries. 


Thine inthe work of the Goſpel. 
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holineſs and watebfulneſs, to maks men 


Lo J 


2 'THES. 2.v. 1.to 12. 


Now we beſeech you Brethren by the 
coming of our Lord Teſus Chriſt , 
and by our gathering together unto 
him :. 2. That you be not ſoon ſhak- 
en in mind or be troubled neither by 

Spirit, mor by word, nor by letter, as 

 fromus, as that the day of Chriſt is at 
haxd. v.73. Let wo man decerve you by 
any means : for that day ſhall not come 
except there come a falling away firſt : 
and | that ] manof fin be revealed, 
the ſon of perdition, &C. 


Heſe words begin a new dil- 
courſe, and contain an earneſt 
obteſtation to the Theſſalonians 


Erine of fome, that the day of Chriſt, . 
NZ. his ſecond coming, was at hand: | 
which though in appearance it tended to 


Ive 


not to be troubled at the Do» 


toJ 
live in preparation-for Chriſts coming ; 
yet, ſeeing his coming was not nigh, and 


many -great things were to be tranſacted 


firſt both in the world and the Church ; 
this perſwafion would take off Chriſtians 
from their repeCtive duties, .1n the ſeveral 
places and times. they ſhould live in ; 
and would give great occaſion to Athe- 
iſtical mockers to think and fay Chriſt 
would never come, ſeeing his coming was 
ſo long delajed beyond expettation of his 
ſervants; and conſequently that all the 
Goſpel was a fable, and Religion vain , 
which alſo was foretold, 2 Hh 3« V. 3, 4. 
. tn the laft days ſhall come Scofjers, ' walkin 
after their 2 J's ſaying Where is the -#e 
miſe of his coming ? for ſince the Fathers fell 
aſleep ell things continue as they were. The 
Apoſtle therefore beſeecheth them by the 
coming of Chriſt and our gathering to 
him, s. e. As fure as they did believe Chriſt 
would come; and his Saints ſhould be ga- 
thered to him, ſo alſo to believe that his 
- coming wa$aot wgh ; but that great tranſ- 
aCtions and'changes ſhould. come before 
that day.: Or ume ms aigroas may be 
well rendered, 1 beſeech you for the ſake 
of 'the coming} of our Lord, and our ga- 
' therxing.to him, 5, e. 'that; you. may, not 


bring this Dotrine of Chriſts coming 
| int9 
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into Queſtion when the world'ſhall ſee you 
are mittaken in the time when you looked 
 forit.” | | 
- . That yoube not ſoon ſhaken, ui rexyios 
mzawIthua vuas ani 48 oO, 1. e, That 
. you be not unſetled or made to fluftuate in 
your minds, wi7: poi 2w,nor be perplexed. 
This is the obÞteltation. 

Next the Apoſtle ſignifies the means , 
how this perplexing Doctrine was intro- 
duced amoneſt them : - viz. By ſpirit, by 
word, or by pretence of his EpiſHe, v. 2. 

Then renewing his obteſtarion, v. 3. 
Let no man deceive you by any means, Karx tan- 
Five Term. by any pretence whatſoever ; 
he entereth upon the confatation of this 
opinion , telling them that Chriſt would 
not come,, till there had been an Apoſta- 
ſte in the Church, I iv pi txdy 4 dmraca 
TeaTy, 1081s an Elhpſis, wherein ſomething 
tor brevity ſake is omitted : For. except 
there come-an Apoſtaſie firft, it is to be 
Jupplyed from the firſt v. The day of Chreft 
ſhall not come. + | | | 
 Alﬀterwards he defcribeth the manner 
and meaſure of this Apoſtaſie, to v. 12. 
Hence we may obſerve by way of intro- 
duction. TEE | 
. . Obſ. 't, That the Church even in the beſt. 
ages of ut hath heen infeſted with errours and 
ſt urbances. | | The 


cow 
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The Church of old under Moſes , im- 
mediatc]y after their deliverance out of E- 


and their receiving the Law fromGod 
by an audible voice,did preſently return to 
the kiolatry of Egypr in the worſhip of the 
GeldeaCalf,&x. 32. 1, 2.though they had ob- 
 liged themfclves tothe Lord byCovenant, 
a few days before,cbap.24.3,6,7,c.Andall 
his time he was wearied with their il] carri- 
ape. Aud im the times of the Prophets, there 
mere uſnally falle Prophers feducing the peo- 
pie, 2 Pet. 2. 1. Qur Saviour forctold falſe 
Chrifts and falſe Prophers ſhould ariſe ſoon af- 
ter his days, Mat.24.24. And his Apoſtles, 
that there ſhould be falſe reachers in the. 
Church, privily bringing in damnable Hereſies, 
even denywg the Lord that bought them, and 
that mary ſboula follow their pernicious ways, 
2 Pet. 2. 1,2. | 
ThePrinitivetimes, as they were moſt 
bappy. in "Zeal and affection in the ſound 
-and Orthodox profeſſours ; ſo they were - 
as unhappy in the manifold errors, Sects , 
divifions that did diſturb them, as any of 
theie latter Ages. Avgnftin hath given 
us a Catalogue of 80. Hereſies 
rags UB that troubled the Church in 
£ Sued val thoſe. days; and yet- he ſaith 
Deas. © he emitted many. and named 
by but the principal. + = 


It 
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It appears by their Epiſtles, that the 
Apoſtles had no ſooner planted Churches, 
but the weeds of errors and opinions did 
ſtraightways ſpring up amongſt them : and 
this chiefly by theſe three means here men- 
tioned: _ 

x.. By pretence of the ſpirit. When 
God did afford his fpirit in extraordina- 
ry gifts and revelations to his Prophets 
and Apoſtles, there never wanted ment 
who prerended to the fame Aþirit , and 
the like revelations for their own devices ; 
moſt of them wilfully feigning, fome ar- 
tificially and ſome, by diabokcal means 
procuring revelations and Fathuhafms; 
' and ſome weakly miſtaking their own fan- 
cies and ſtrong perſwaſions for di&ates 
and inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt. r Fob. 
4» I, 2. Believe not every ſpirit, but 
try the ſpirits, whether they are of God : for 
many falſe prophets are gone out into the worlds \ 
ſuch as pretended to the ſpirit, and'that 
to the ſubverſion of the greateſt teraths in 
- the Gofpel, even to deny the perfon, arid 

coming. of feſus Chriſt,as Simer Magas atid' 
his followers; therefore he ſubjoyneth this 
mark,v. 2,3. Every ſpirit that confeſſerh chat 
Feſus Chrift is come 11the fleſh,gs of God: arid 
every ſpirit that confeſſeth' that heis riot 
came,isnmtof God. The fame direftion'is 

7 | | given, - 
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SVEN, 1 Cor. 12. 2, 3. 1 give you to under- 


ſtand that no man ſpeaking *by | the ſpirit 


of God calleth Feſus accurſed : Such it 
leems there were, that preten ding to the 
ſpirit the Apoſtles had; rejected andreviled - 


| Jeſus Chriſt. 


_ 2. By pretenceof a word or oral tradi. 
tion, They that could not pretend the 
ſpirit ſpeaking in themſelves , pretended 
the judgment andafayings of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles when abſent , for their own 
opinions, ſometimes forging their ſayings, 
ſometimes miſtaking the meaning of them, 
aſhxing their own ſence to them. Thus 
a tradition was received, as coming from 
the mouth of Chriſt, that the beloved 
Diſciple ſhould nor. die, Foh. 21. 22, 23, 
and 1s yet believed in the Greek, Church 
who ſhew a place near Epheſus where they 
lay that Apoſtle when old commanded 
himſelf to be. buried alive; where by ſome 
Eſtuation or bubling of the earth they con-< 
clude he ſtil] breatheth. St. Paul was of- 
refi troubled by the Judaizing Chriſtians, * 


-who would have kept up the ceremonial - 
law, pretending the authority and praftice 4 


of Peter, and other Apoſtles that lived a- 
mong the Fews; which he refuteth at large, 
Gal. 2. And it appeareth by almoſt. all 
Pals Epiſtles that this tradition was 
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importunately urged and ſcattered through 
all the Churches by that ſort ofmen, even 
wheh the Apoſtles and Church of Jeruſalem 
had declared, that they never commanded-. 
ſuch dottrine -to be preached, As 25. 24. 

3. Thirdly, By the pretence of Scrip- 
ture, [. our Epiſtle in the text: } And this 
either by pretence of forged Scripture , 


| * or falſe and forced interpretations of the 


true Canonical writings. ' Of the former 
ſort were the writings of the falſe Pro- 
phets among the Fews, and thoſe fabulous 
Legends of Tobit, Judith, Suſannab, &c. 
which were never received by the Jewiſh 
Church. And ſuch were the many fup- 
polititious writings in the primitive times, 
as the Goſpel of Peter, Andrew, Thomas, 
Nicedemus, andalmolt of all the Apoſtles ; 
the Goſpel and Epiſtle of Paul to the Lao- 
diceans , the Liturgie of Jemes, and the 
like, mentioned by Exſebius art! other 
writers. Ofthe latter fort -the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh 2 Per. 3. 15, 16. That there 


were many unlearned and unſtable Chriſti- 


ans who did wreſt ſome hard places in 


- © Pauls Epiſtles and the other Scriptures 


to their own deſtruftion ; of this kind 
is this. 1a the text as ſome © © 
oppoſe , that this opinion of —_— > 
iſts. coming. to judgment 
| | was 


E 16 ] 
was raftily collefted by ſome , from thoſe 


words in the former Epiſtle to the Theſ. 


the 4. V. 15. We that are alive and remain 


ito the coming of our Lord, ſhall ot pre- 
vent thoſe that are aſleep 


hence they 
thought that the Apoſtle ſuppoſed that 
at leaſt ſome of them who were then alive 
might.ive tothe coming of Chriſt. Though 
x ſcems that all theſe three means of pre- 
tended revelations, traditions and Scrip- 


tures were uſed for this dottrine. 


Theſe arts have deeh all along uſed to 
diftarh the Church and to pervert ſouls. 
'The, Gnoſticks, Montanus and Manes pre- 

tended their inſpired revelati- 
pu_ ons, and many others in Jatter 
| ages. Trenens and Tertallian tell 
us that many of the Hereticks of their 


days pretended traditions from one Apo- . 


ſtle or other for their doctrine and pra- 
Ctice ; a$ alſo others had their Apocryphal 
Scriptures or Canonical texts miſapplied 


to maintain theiretrors: 


The Papiſts makegreat uſe of all three 
of theſe pretences to eſtabliſh their groſ- 
ſeſt errors. ThedoFtrine of the real pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in the bread , of the 
worſhip of Saints and of religions Or- 
ders, and Irnages'is mainly built upon 
Revelations, dreas and apparitions. 


Lin- 
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Lindanus ingenuouſly confelled that all 
thoſe doCtrines and prattices wherein the 
Proteſtants do oppoſe them, and diſſent 
from them, are to be proved by .traditi- 
ons of the Apoſtles, not from the Scrip- 
tire. Their doctrines of Purgatory , n- 
vocation of Angels, equivocations: and 
diſlemblings are proved by the book of, To- 
bit, Tudith,Suſun.&c. TheApoſtles Canons,in- 
creaſed from 50 to 85, in the laſt age, do 


them great ſcrvices in the matters of their 


diſcipline : and ſometimes they wrelf 
SCL1PTures for their purpoſe ; but they have 
been 'ſo. baffled and. ſhamed our of, this 
lince- the Bible hath . been common and 
ſtudied by Proteſtants, that they have for- 
ſaken this hold, and the Jcſuites think the 
poor ſecular Prieſts have betrayed theircauſe 
by undertaking to diſpute for it out of 
the Scriptures. . _ 
Theſe troubles by errors ariſt from the 
weakneſs. of ſome who haye, More "zeal 
than judgment, and uſually deſire - new 
things, People unlearned and _ __ 
unſtable and that bave itching 2 Ft 3- 16+ | 
ret Ns 4» 35 
ears; from pride and conceit Boſh 1 
in others, who that; they may ſeem wiſer 
than their brethren, will be wiſe above or 
againſt what is written;ſome teach perverſe 
things to dra! diſciples afer then; ſome 
. 4 , Or 
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for ſecular intereſt. There was no other 
reaſon” why the Popes of Rome imbraced 
the worſhip of images, tranſubſtantiation 


and ſome {uch doctrines, but becauſe the 


promoters of them did alſo promote their 
authority and ſtrengthen their hands a- 
gainſt the Godly and moſt ſerious part 
of the Church. But the moſt uſual cauſes 
of errors are ignorance of the Scriptures, 
and of the principles of religion founded on 
them ( which in the primitive times had 
a great occaſion given-it by the prejudi- 
cate opinions that new Converts brought 
from Judaiſme and Paganiſme, and from 
thenew Teſtament nor being fully, written 
in a conſiderable- time;z' and the ſeve- 


ral books thereof not gathered into one 


volume in a long ſpace after) and chiefly 
corrupt affections : Men will imbrace er- 
rors becauſe they love not the truth. 

_ Uſe .r. This ſheweth ' the neceſſity of 
adhering to the'Scripture, and of a ſtand- 
ing Mmiſtry, If we ſtick not to the Scrip- 
ture, the pretence of the Spirit and Tra- 
ditions. will lead us into'a wilderneſs where 
there is no end. "Heatheris, Mahomertans, 


Papiſts qnd all Enthuſiaſts will diſtraCt us 


by their ſeveral and contrary prerenlions. 
And if" there be hor. a-ſtanding andiear- 


pony, Apocryphal Scriptures, fl - 
aile 
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falſe interpretations of Scripture will eaſily. 
beguile the unskilful and hinder the edifi- 
cation of 'the more wile. FH 

2. The Papiſt's brags of infallibility 
of the Pop? or Church, and the neceſſity 
of it to the foundation of our faith, 1s as 
fooliſh as it is untrue : The Apoſtles® and 
Apoſtolical men were infallible, and yer 
this will not prevent errors and Hereties 
of the higheſt nature either in their own 
or in the next ſucceeding ages. An infallible 
head or guide will not ſecure the Church 
from errors and diviſions, unleſs all the 
people be infallible likewiſe, certainly able 
to diſcern the truth declared ro them, and 


 perſedtly free from all evil affections which 


may hinder rheir receiving and ſubmitting 
to the truth. | | 

3. It is no Wonder to ſee errors and 
diviſions in theſe laſt days of ghe-Church, 
ſith they were in the firſt. While men are 
ſabjeft to ignorance and evil affetions, 
there will be both errors and diviſions; and 
if we go tothe Church of Rome to avoid 
all errors and Schiſms'( becauſe they boaſt 
of ſuch Unity , which was never”'protniſ- 
ed norlong enjoyed by any Church ) we 
mall but do Jike Children that tear m#*« 
ny little holes ina garment into- one gre'©- 
offe that comprehends themall and'more 
and cannot be repaired, Obt- 


— — 
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Ovſ. 2. It is certainly foretold that 


there ſhould be an Apoſtaſie in the 


Church. 

-. The fame Apoſtle almoſt in the ſame 
words foretels it, 1 Tim. 4. 1. The ſpirit 

ſpeaks expreſly that ſome ſhall depart fram the 
aith. | | 


The firſt Chriſtians mi ght be apt to ex- 


\ pect the coming of Chriſt, and their ever- 


laſting reſt to beat hand, from the love 
and joy they had concelyed ypon their 
firit receiving the Goſpel, but they are here 
told [ that ] happy time is not ſo nigh. 
There muſt come a departure of many 
from the faith firſt, and many conteſts and 
perſecutions ſhould enſue thence ; and 
therctore they ſhould arm themſelves with 
Patience 10 a contiict .before they muſt 
expect the Crown. When God made 
the world, he made it wonderful great 
and large 5 and ſtored it rvicn almoſt in- 
finite yaricty of cr2atures to ſet forth his 
own Majeſty : he hat alſo continued it 
ſome thouſands of years with as great va- 
riety; of providences in his governing of it, 
t0.ſhew his manifold wiſdom,power, mercy, 
and juſtice;and what will be the wonderful 
tranſactions of the world to come through- 
pt. eternity to ſet forth the glory of the 
xernal-God , no creature Rs arte 
"0 Ire. io! 
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In like manner when our Lord came from 
Heayen to purchaſe a Church to ſerve 
him, it was not quickly to expire, but 
to conflict withthe world and the Devil, 
with enemies without and within, through 
many changes and viciſlitudes a' confide- 
rable time ; and at laſt through faith-and. 
patience to inherit the promiſes. It was long 
that the Church continued under the bon- 
dage of the Law; and there were. many 
changes and declinings of it at ſeveral times 
under. the Judges and Kings of 'Fndab : 
but there was one-great Apoſtaſie of the 
Ten tribes under Feroboam, which ended 
in the ruin of that State and people. Such 
a departure was there ta be in the Chriſti- 
an Church, ſignified here by the indeter- 
minate word , There ſhall come a departure 
or Apoſtaſie : for the falling oft of a few;par- 
ticular perſons was no ſtrange thing, but: 
happened in-every age.Now ſuch Apoſtaſies 

ae pereated, = ny | 
1, To puniſh the imgratitude of men 
for the Goſpel. Becauſe they receive not 
the love of the truth : becauſe Chriſt and 
his Goſpel are nor welcome to the gene- 
rality of men but any or no religion 
would content they as well, it they might 
have outward peace and proſperity, there- 
fore Chrift ſuffers them to be inticed _ 
| | B 3 | [- 
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Errors and  Hereſies to their own: de- 
ſtruction, which at lalt bring publick ca- 
lJamities and ruin. | 
2. To puniſh the Hypocriſie of others. 
Some pretend great zeal and aftection in the 
peace of the Church, which 1s either meerly 
pretended for worldly intereſt, or but a 
light and tranſient paſſion ( as in the ſtony 
ground ) who can never be 
Matth. 13. 20. Perſwaded to be zealous 
and rooted Chriſtians; there- 
fore when they haye been tryed a_conve- 
nient time, opportunities of backſliding 
are ſuffered to come to diſcover and ſhame 
them. | 
3- To manifeſt and honour thoſe that 
are ſound. 1 Cor. 11. 18, 19. There muſt 
be- hereſies among you, that they which 
be approved may be made manifeſt among 
you. - When ;peace and truth meet toge- 
ther, the ſ6ungd and beſt Chriſtians are un- 
known, and for the' moſt part leſs re- 


garded than the Hypocrites , that make 
emore ſhew and noiſe ,, Chriſt therefore 


ſuffers apoſtaſies to come, to diſcover and 
honour his ſincere , humble, diligent, and 
Htedfaſt ſervants. | 

4. Errors are alſo permitted to clear the 
truth more, and make them that are ſound 


more ſtedfaſt and ſtrong. The truths d 
the 
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the Goſpel have in all ages been prejudiced 
by the zeal and good. affection of ſome 
well minded, as well as by the oppoſition 
of enemies, becauſe their affection. over- 
run their judgment and their care to pet. 
a diſtint knowledge of the principles of 
religion : but the appearance of errours 
and corruptions makes them more careful 
to ſearch the truth, which hath been al- 
ways more cleared and fortified by occaſion 
of the oppoſitions againſt it, and thoſe who 
are upright have been put upon getting 
a clearer, knowledge of the grounds of their , 
faith , worſhip, and practices thereby. 

C, "Andin ail this Chriſt manifeſterh his 


_ diſtinguiſhing grace to ſome, and hisrigh- 


teous judgments upon . others, Rom. 17. 
22. Behold therefore the gooaneſs and ſeverity of 
God : 9n them which fell, ſeverity ;, but towaras 
thee goodneſs , if thou continue in his good- 
neſs. . 

6. Hereby all are ſtirred up to diligence 
and watchfulneſs. When there ſhall come 
a falling away .of many, all ' are warn'd 
thereby to take care how 
they ſtand leſt they alſo fall, Rome 11-2 © 

Uſe.Be not therefore ſurpri- 
zed at,diſcouraged or tempted by, the a 0- 
ſtaſies of others. Though the Church be taic 
as the Moon, ſhe hath alſo many dark ſpots;: : 
B 4 though 
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though clear as the Sun, ſhe hath her clouds 
and Eclipſes. Many wii) be carryed away 
with errour, ſuperſtitions, and carnal po- 
licies; yea ſome of all ſorts ; rulers, as 
well as ruled; learned, as well as un- 
learned: : : Thoſe that have made great 
ſhew, as well as the common ſort : be not 
troubled nor fuſpect the true doftrine and 
worſmp ; theſe things are foretold and 
therefore maſt be. 

We are next to ' enquire what this de- 
parture 1s, which 1s ' here foretold;” and 
who be guilty of it, Some have under- 
ſtood it of the defeftion of the. world 
trom the Roman Empire, following the 
conjetture of ſome” one teader without 
conlideration ( as Calvin obſerves) And 


the Rhemiſts recede from it very unwil- 


lingly and under correction of their Su- 
periours, but the 'Apoſtle ſaith, the day of 
Chriſt ſhali not come except there come a de- 
parture firſt , viz. a departure from Chrilt, 
{the word groan, here uſed for depar- 
ture or apoſtalie,'s appropriated to ſtgnity a 
ctiection in or from religion: fo the ſame 
Apoſtle uſeth it, bat with an explication, 
1 Tim. 4. 1. &mSlTvml Tiv:is Ts mSE05 1 


fome ſhall depart from the faith. Moreover the 


| tead of this Apoſtaſie is to fit in the 
Temple, the Church of God, v. 4. and 


LO 
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* to bring it about by deluſions and lying 
Y miracles, ſeducing thoſe. that loved not 
the truth that they might be ſaved, bur 
* had pleaſure in unrighreouſneſs, v. 10, 11, 
12. It muſt therefore be.a departure from 
the truth and purity of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. It is. agreed betwixt Papiſts and 
Proteſtants that ir 1s the apoſtalie under 
Antichriſt as the chief head and leader 
of it, which-is here foretold : but the que- 
ſtion is; who 1s this Antichriſt 2 Where and 
when this apoitaſie may be found ? As 
the 7ews did -generaily expect the coming 
of Chriſt, yet knew him not, believed.him 
not, when - he was among them ; ſothe 
Papiſts believe and expect that Antichriſt 


{ ſhall come, and miſerably ſpoil the Church, 


but cannot or will not. ſee and own him, 
though he 1s and long hath been amoneglt 

them. | . 2 
That Nero ſhall riſe again and be the 
Antichriſt, as he was the firſt perſecuting 
Emperour, t not worth the retuting, -... 
Tre Papiits generally teach that Anti- 
chrilt is yet- to come, and ſhall endure bur . 
rhree years and a halt, ' immediately . be- 
fore the end of the world : that he ſhall 
be a Jew of the tribe of Dan; rebuild 
Feruſalem and the Temple ; aboliſh the 
Chriſtian worſhip, and almoſt the _ 
| O 
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of Chriſt : but all this without any colou- | 
or proof, except that ſlender one that he - 
ſhall fit in the temple of God, v. 4. Some | 


few are ſo ingenuous as to confeſs that Rome 
is Babylon, Antichriſts ſeat : but then 


{ome lay. the Heathen perſecuting Emps- | 


rours 1n the firſt three hundred years of 
the Church, were this Man of fin. Some 
again, conſidering that it is an apoſtaſie 
of profeſſing Chriſtians here ſpoken of , 


conjecture that ſome Pope of Rome at the . 


end of the world ſhall deny Chriſt, be- 
come an Infidel, and caufe himſelf to be 
worſhipped as God ; this ſhould be this 
man of ſin. But the Text plainly ſpeaks 
of a defection of Chriſtians which was ſe- 
cretly working in the Apoſtles days, on- 
Iy ſome thing hindered its prevailing and 
full diſcovery, v. 6, 7, 8. The myſtery of 
s14quity doth already work, and it was to 
bea my#erious defection, not an openand 
totall apoſtaſie from Chriſt : it was to be 
brought in by ſigns, miracles, lying won- 
ders, and all ungodly deceits, for the 
zufſt condemnation of them that received 


not the loye of the truth that they might - 
be. faved, though they recejved the pro- 
_ feffion of it, v. 9. to 12. And the man of 


{n the Head of this apoſtaſie was to it 
or rule in the Temple of God, _oT 
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{ his Church, 1 Cor. 3. 16. Therefore this 
\f apoftaſie was to be, not total from the 
C name and profeſſion of Chriſt and of his 
# Church, bur a defection in the Church, 
| an apoſtaſie from the purity of the Do- 
| Ctrine, worſhip, Diſcipline - and practice 
| of the Goſpel, ſuch as ſhould have ſo 
many excuſes and ſpecious pretences for 
| It, that the deluſion ſhould be ſtrong, and 
ſuch as thoſe that do not heartily love 
the truth, ſhould not be able” to. diſcern. | 
Whence we collect this pro-' 
poſition, That the Church of. Propofition: 
Rome is and for a long time _ 
hath been the ſeat of this man of ſin, the 
mother of this apoſtafie : or, That Po- 
| pery is the grand Apoſtaſie of the Church 
here foretold. This I ſhall make good, 
firſt by ſome general reaſons, and then by . 
the particular criteria, or marks laid down 
1N the text; Bs — 
By the Church of Rome, we mean all 
thoſe Nations and Clarches which as ſo 
many members make up that great body 
which rhey call the Roman Carholick 
Church, whereof the Pope is the Head , 
and the Church of the City of Rome the 
principal part. By Popery we underſtand 
that religion, viz. Doctrines,, worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government, which 1s - 
culiar 
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culiar to them and diſtinct from all other 

Chriſtians , eſpecially from the ProteftantÞ 
Churches ; and whereby they are knit in-| 
to one body and ſociety, and live in onef 
Communion diſtin&t fromand oppoſite tot 


the Reformed Churches. N@w that this 


Church 1s apoſtatized from Chriſt, and|f 


this religion is a Dodrine and practice of 
apoſtaſie, may appear in the general by 
comparing the true ſtate of the Church 
of Chriſt with the ſtate and Doctrine of the 
—_ Church. 

Firſt, The true Church of Chriſt 


acknowledpett and worſhippeth one only. 
God ; the creator of the world, and fa- | 


ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This IS 


the founs "ion of religion, that there is | 


one only I.nite Being, the fountain and 
author o. all things elſe ; and therefore 
that al 1 worſtith, fear, truſt, and obedience 
Is op, to hin! alone, 1 Cor, 8. 5. Though 
there be that are called Gods, whether tm hea- 
ven or inearth ( as there are Gods many 
and Lords many) But to us there ts but one God 
the Father, of whom are all things, and we 


 # Him. But the Papiſts do acknowledge 


and worſhip other Gods beſides him, even 
the Hoſt or Bread in the Sacrament, and 
the Virgin AZary. 


The 


| worſhipped cultu Latrie,with 


ot 2.9 Th wnene. 0... 2. C07" - 2. 
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The Heathens pretend to acknowledge 
but one ſupreme God: but the Papitts 
do acknowledge that which fenie, rea- 
ſon and ſcripture witneſs to be a bit of 
bread, to be the ſupreme God their ma- 
ker and Lord ; which they uſually call the 


Hoſt ; and that it 1s-to be : 


2 ] 2 . Cap. _ 
that worſhip that is due 'to $3, <Þ. 4 5 


God alone : This they keep 

upon their Altar in a gilded Box in imij- 
tation of the Ark of old, there ( they 
reach ) 1s the ſpecial prefence of God, as 
it was in the Holy of Holies.. This they 


j worſhip, and carry 1n-triumph, by this 


they ſwear, viz. by the Maſs, and by the 


I Pix ; and this isa peculiar note and badge 


of their communion, by which they diffe- 


rence themſelyes from others, and deſtroy 


all that do not acknowledge and worſhip 
this their God as far as their Power 
reaches. The Hoſt hath its Temples, its 
Holydays, and all divine honours given 
to it, alſo the power of healing diſeaſes , 
caſting out Devils, and working all man- 
ner of miracles aſcribed to it. The Vir- 
gin Mary hath more temples, offerings , 
and prayers made to her, than either the 
Father or the Son : Her name 1s molt {a- 


cred in oaths, anda greater offence it is to 


ſpeak 


Re ey oy ee es” ma nm 
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ſpeak any thing derogator 


Vid.ſpec- Ewrop. to her honour, than to blai- 
| Sands. Fare ma- pheme the name of God. In 


” ae they pur their truſt, and 


dtmptori. 
to her they aſcribe authority | 


over Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, It is true, in 
words the Schoolinen diſtinguiſh the wor- 
fhip of the Virgin which they call 57:gHaie, 
from aareia, the worihip of God; yet 
they conteis a higher worihip is due to her 
than to any creature:and when we can make 
a medinm betwixt the creator and. crea- 
Cure, then may we aſſtgn a worſhip which 
1s not divine, and yet ſ{uperiour to the civil 


reſpect due to creatures. 
But the ſame learned author obſerves. , 


that whoſoever travellcth in Jraly will ſee 
in their practice no ſuch diſtinctions ; but 
that more honour and worſhip 1s given to 
the V.rgm than to God himſelf, It is 
known to all, that Papiſts are more zea- 
lous for the worſhip of the Holt and Vir- 
gin { wnom they call their Lady ) than 
for the honour. of God; and make'the 
worſhip of them a greater cognizance of ( 
their 1eligion than any part of the religion 
of Chriſt. 

2, The Church of Chriſt acknowledg- 
eth and truſteth in one only Mediator the 


Lorg Jeſus Chriſt, None can reconcile fin- 
| Ncrs 
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| ners to God nor intercede with God for 


them, but he that is equal with God, God 
himſelf ; np creature, can approach ſo 
near the :dfinite Majeſty, or have any , 
much leſs ſuch authority with him ; there-.e 
fore the divine honour that is given to 
Chriſt the Mediator doth not derogate 
from the honour of -Gad, nor is any rob- 
bery of him, becauſe Chriſt is one with 


| himſelf, x Cor. 8. 6. There is but one 


Lord Jeſus Chrift by whom are all things, 
and we by him. But the Papiſts doown, 
truſt in, and' pray to many. Mediators be. 
ſides Jeſus Chriſt, even all the Angels in 
heaven, who are therefore to be honoured, 
and worſhipped as inferiour Magiſtrates.un= 
der a King and Courtiers un- ||| _ 

der their Lord, Noſtras preces Gaitch.Rom. in 
dev offerunt & Lachrymas Fab 4s 
They preſent our prayers and tears to 
God. Alfo the Saints.in heaven who, they 
ſay, being prayed to, will obtain for us. 
the remiſſion of our ſins, and the favour 
of God. S; enim gaudinm eſt | 

in Calo ſuper uno peccatore peen- Ibid, Q. $+ 
fentiam agente; nome ettam co- | 
leſtes cives panitentes adjuvabunt ? Nonne 
rogats & peccatorum veniam impetrabunt & 
conciliahunt dei gratiam? The invocation and 


| worſhip of Saints, as both lawful and ne- 


cellary, 
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Ec ceſſary , is avouched and decre- 
Sif. 28; £d by the Councilof Trext. Nor 
Pecr.2.* Will ' their evaſion excuſe. then, | 
- - that they make Saints and An- 
gels only mediators of interceſſion to pray | 


reconcile us to God; interceſlion depends 
upon redemption and ſatisfaction, and is 
as proper ' a' patt *of "the prieſthood of 
Chriſt as the ſacrifice of himſelf was ; even 
Chriſts interceſſion would not have been 
prevalent unleſs 'he did thereby preſent 
his blood and merits to the Father; and 
as the Saints could not intercede for us 
unleſs they had merited for ' us, ſo the 
Church of Reme doth aſcribe ſuch merits 


' to them, vzz. to their works of ſuperero- 


gation, whereby they have done more than 
od required, 'which merits they ſay are 
kept in the treaſury of the Church to be* 


applied.'to ſinners as the Pope ſeeth fit, and 
" 


pecially to their Martyrdom , though 
they die for rebellion to their lawful 
Princes, according to that known prayer, 
Per Thomg ſanguinem quem pro te vwpendit, 
ES | fac nos Chriſte ſcandere quo 
Vid.Tho. Beck- Thomas aſcendit, Grant that 
et of Cant. we may come to Heaven 
| | through the blaod of Saint 
Thomas which he ſhed for thee. - It is. the 
"4s rg TS CET"  IECLS 


ro God iT us, but not of redemption to Þþ - 
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merits and prayers of Saints 
that muſt relieve the ſouls £97! 7799. Je 
a : 25, Ae:r, 1.1bId. 
in Purgatory , yea every 452,25. chin. 
Maſs-prieft, they ſay, cele- F 5 

brating Maſs doth offer up Chriſt to- the 
. Father as real and proper a ſacrifice - as 
he offercd himſelf on the Croſs, and here- 
by makes reconciliation both for the liv- 
ing and dead, viz. that are 1n Purgatory. 
If then Chriſt was a compleat Prieſt, 


| mMerited and ſatisfied for us in ſacrificing 


himſelf, then every Popiſh Prieſt doth me- - 
'rit and ſatisfy for us, when he offereth 
the ſame ſacrifice as Chriſt did to the fame 
intent and purpoſe. a 

3. The Church of Chrift 1s to worſhip 
him with ſpiritual, rational worſhip: - Chry 
ſtians are to give themſelves to. God as 
a hving and the only acceptable facrifice, 
which 1s their reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 
x2. 1, and to worſhip God in Þirit and 
truth, in oppoſition both to the {uperſti- 
tionof the Heathen y and the ceremonies, 
and bodily worſhip of the Jews, in any 
place convenient for that purpoſe, Fohn 
4+- 22, 23, 24. TFhe outward worſhip of 
Chriſtians conſiſteth in prayer and praiſes 
with underſtanding ; © ſometimes adjoyn- 
ing faſting for the furtherance of repen-, 
tance and mortification : in hearing Gods 
C | word; 
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word, and the reverent uſe of his ſacra- 
ments which Chriſt hath appointed, which 
though they are outward and viſible ſigns , 
yet they are but few, plain, and familiar, 
and the efficacy of them dependeth upon 
the rational and ſpiritual conſideration of 


the things ſignified. Burt the Papiſts have 


changetl the whole worſhip of God into 
a pompous, carnal, dead ſervice. They 
have taken away the Scriptures from the 

people, and give them dumb 


Con, Ti4a. Se. 1mages in ſtead: of them, to 


65:53. teachthemandto excite their 
precep. 2, 14, devotion. Inſtead of preach- 
- ing the, word, moſt of their 
preaching is to ſer ont the praiſes and ly- 
ing miracles of their Saints. Their pray- 
ers both publick and private are in a tongue 
anknown to the people and very often to 
the Prieſt allo, who only reads by roat : 
and hereby prayer 'is made bat a bodily 
exerciſe. When the Jeſuites had publiſhed 
an Engliſh prayer” book for our Engliſh 
Papiſts, the Pope called it in and prohibited 
the uſe of it. The Lords ſupper rhey have 
changed toa ſacrifice (which the Prieſt offer- 
eth with many myſtical ,. but ridiculous , 
ceremonies and eeſtures) which they ſay 
obtains the pardon of fin and the grace 


of God tor the people for whom it 1s 
oftered, 
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offercd, though they underſtznd not what is 


ſaid or done,yea though they be abſent, fol-, 
lowing their worldly buſineſs, or their luſt 


at the ſame time. They darken the nature & 
meaning of baptiſm by conjuring the water, 


putting milk and honey into the moyth,ſpit- 


tle into the cars and on the tongues,anoint= 
ing the head; uſing ſalt & many tuch things, 
which being all in Latin not underſtood by 
the people are more like magical myſteries 
than Goſpel inſtitutions. Their chief wor- 


ſhip & devotion lyeth in building and adorn: . 


ing Temples, for Maſſes,not for preaching) 
in buying Maſles,in decking of images with 
Gold, Jewels; in offering incenſe, and: wax 
Candles ; in pilgrimages and offerings to 
their Saints ; in vows of forced and uſually 
feigned chaſtity,& of Hypocritical and lazy 
poverty , and ſuch like bodily exerciſes 

which profit little, . 1 Tm. 4. 8. | 
4. The Church of Chriſt owneth hini 
orly for her head, King, and Lord. God 
gave Chriſt to be head overall things to 
his Church which 1s his body, Eph: 1. 23. 
He hath all power in Heaven and-earth 
committed to him to rule and order all 
things concerning his Church which 1s his 
own houſe, at. 28. 18, 19, 20. Where- 
upon he*appointed Apoſtles to bring all 
nations to be his Dilciples, to conſecrate 
CA and 
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and ingage them to him by Baptiſm, and 
to teach them to obſerve all as he com- 
manded.Chrift as mediator is the only head 
of the Church, which is his body, and 
all Chriſtians members in particular oſhim, 
recelving lite , ſtrength, and ſpirit from 
him, and being governed by him. But 
the Papiſts acknowledge and adhere to 
the Pope as the head of their Church, which 
they ſay, could not be one Church unleſs 
it be united to the Pope as their viſible 

| . head. De eo, t.c. Pontifice Ro- 
Sb 4 —_— mano fuit ills omnium Patrum 
©. 11. rats C fententia conſentiens,hoc 
viſe caput ad unmtatem eccle- 
fie conſtuuendam & conſurvandam neceſſars- 
am Fuiſſe. They ſay that Chriſt and the 
Pope make but one compleat Head of the 
Church; That all which is ſaid in the Carn- 
zicles or elſewhere concerning Chriſt's re- 
lation to®%his Church may be truly apply- 
cd to thePope. That he hath all power 
in fieaven ant earth given to him. 

Pope Boniface the 8.declared that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation for eve- 
ry man to be ſubject tothe Pope of Rome : 
Definimus, eecernimus, declaramus efſe de 
neceſſitate ſalutis omni humane creature eſſe 
ſubditum Pontifics Romano 5, accordingly they 
tcach,peccatim pag anitatis incurrit pt 
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tifici non eſt obediens, i. e. Whoſoeyer is 


\not obedient to the Pope doth thereby 


become an Heathen. They aicribe to the 
Pope an univerſal headſnip not - of order 
only, but of power and juriſdiftion : he 
is the Rock, the foundation of the Church, 


he giveth authority to the Scriptures, and 
without him anthoritas Scripturarum plane 


zmlla eſt , ſaith one, z. e. the Scriptures 
have no authority at all : he can lay a- 
{ide the Bible if he pleaſe, or diſpenſe 
with any of the commands of the old or 
new Teſtament ſaith their Canon Law, 
and he daily doth difpenſe with oaths , 
yows, and obligations of all {orts, both 
to Godand man, with unlawful marriages, 
&c. They ſay'indeed in diſputation that 
the Pope1s a miniſterial head, the Deputy, 


the Vicar of Chriſt ; but a Miniſter 1s 0n- 


Iy to execute the pleaſure of his Lord ; a 
Deputy and Vicar is to ſee his Maſters 
laws and commands obſerved, not to enact 
laws of his own, not to relax or abrogate 
any of his Maſters laws, which power 


the Pope both chailengeth and exercl- 


ſeth. 

5. Chriſt's Church profeſſeth ſubjettion 
to his law only, Iſa. 33. 22. The Lord 
5 our Fudge, the Lord is our Law-giver , 
the Lord is our King. Chrilt 1s the only 

C3 King 
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Ring of his Church; and the power of 
_— Laws is the chicf prerogative of 
——_ He gave his word to be the ſtand- 
g Law, whereby his people ſhould be ru- 


| led and ouided, and by which they muſt 


be judged at the laſt day, John 12. 48. 
But the Papiſts have another Law, by 
wiuch they are governed, and the Pope 
is their law-giver who ruleth them. The 
Scriptures they own indecd as the word of 
God, but not as his whole mind and law,and 
that no otherwiſe than as thePope interpre- 
reth and alloweth them. They joyn with the 
Scriptures unwritten Traditions, which the 
Council of Tent faith are of equal authority. 
1c, Traditiones non ſcriptas pars 
On =_ _ if pietatif afſfettu & reverentia 
2 12. © ſuſcipit & veneratur. The 
Canons of Councils, v:z. 
thoſe that the Pope likes and confirms, 
and the decretal Epiſtles of Popes they 
reckon equal with the Holy Scriptures. 
Decretales epiſtole merito inter Scripturas cano- 
#icas recenſentir, The conſciences of men 
they do ſubject ro the determinations and - 
commands of the Pope as to Jeſus Chrift, 
to that the law of the Church of Rome is 
compoſed and made up of the Scriptures, 
Traditions,Canons and decretals of Popes , 


Over All which the Pope ſuperintends 2s 
the 
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the ſupreme law-giver to confitm , relax: 
add or alter as he pleaſeth, according 
to the known Rule of Cardinal Cyſanw, 
Lex currit cum praxi &c, Whatſoever 1s 
the preſent allowed practice of the Church 
of Rome, that muſt be taken for the infa]- 
lible rule or law of Chriſt. So that 
the will of the Pope is the ſupreme law of 
conſcience to the Papiſt in this world. 

. 6.Chrifts Church acknowledgeth only his 
Sacraments, Baptiſm and the Lords fup- 
per. The Sacraments of the Goſpel are 
badges of our profeſſed Subjection to Chrilt 
and of our dependance on him torremil- 
ſion of ſins, for grace and eternf] life, 
and it is fit that Chriſt alone ſhould ap- 
point what ſhould be the ſigns, Seals, and 
conveyances of his grace and the marks 
of ſubjeAion to him, and the tokens of the 
Covenant betwixt him and his people, 
Chriſt appointed his Diſciples #to enter 
into his Covenant by the ſign and Seal of 
Baptiſm, Marth. 28.19. torenew and cog- 
firm this Covenant from time to time by 
the uſe of his holy ſupper, 1 Cor. 11.23, 24- 
&c. and he appointed no other but theſe : 
and his people muſt inſtitute and vſe no 
other as ſigns and Covenant ſeals betwixt 
him and them. But the Papiſts have ad- 
ged five more, which they own and main- 
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tain to be Sacraments, beſides many other 
fgnificant ceremonies to which they attri- 
bute the uſe and eff:&ts of Sacraments , 
theſe they make ſigns of Gods Covenant, 
means to convey grace; ſome of them 
as univerſally necellary as thoſe that Chriit 
appointed, yea without which Chriſts Sa- 
craments are not ſufficient to Salvation, viz. 
the Sacraments of Confirmation and Pe- 
nance;of the former they ſay, a man cannot 
be a Chriſtian till he he confirmed by the. 
Biſhop, Baptiſm is not compleat without 

It. Nemo ;poteſs efſe Chriſt;- 
De Conſecra, diſt. anus mſiad Baptiſmum ac- 
5. Ch. ae jejm. cefſerit unto epiſcopalis, 
| miſt confirmatione chriſmatus. 
Their penance conliteth of confeſſion of 
iin to the Prieſt, gontrition for ſin and the 
Prieſts ablolution; and they teach that 
ins cannot be forgiven unleſs they be 
particularky7 confelled to the Prieſt, and 
he- abſolre them in the name of Chriſt 
uz0n their undergoing or promiſe to un- 
dergo ſome outward auſterity or penance 
:mpoſed on them by him. Theſe Sacra- 
ments are badges and means of their ſub- 
jection to the Prieſt and to the Pope their 
head , not to Chriſt, The Lords ſupper 
is not ſufficient to comfort a dying Chri- 
{tan, but "they add their Sacrament of ex- 
WET treme 
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treme unCtion to ſtrengthen them againſt 
the flames of Purgatory. Thus they have 
more Sacraments and for other ends than 
Chriſt appointed. | 

7. Chrifts Church is to be guided and 
governed only by the officers and Mini- 
ſters of his own appointing ; and that ac- 
cording to his word. Chriſt as the head 
and Saviour of his Church, hath appoint- 
ed that it ſhall be inſtructed and govern- 
ed by his laws; guided and ruled by his 
officers 1n the practice and execution of his 
laws and Commands: what they ſhall be, he 
hath appointed, Fph.4.11,12,to 16.viz.Apo- 
{tles, Prophets, & Evangeliſts to convert the 
world: and raiſe his Church at firſt, Paſtors 
and Teachers to guide and inſtrudct it to the 
end of the world, and theſe he hath or- 
dcred to teach his people his Commands, 
Matth. 23. 20. to preach his word, admi- 
niſter his Sacraments, and to be examples 
- tothe flock of all humility and holineſs not 
for filthy lucre but out of deſire of their 
good, 1 Pet. 5. 1. to 4. But the Papiſts 
have quite a'itered the nature __ 
and uſe of the Miniſtry of the ph ponent 
Church. They have added xe Na, per 
five or ſix orders of Officers ro v0 
thoſe that Chrift appointed only for pomp 
and ſuperſtition, viz, Subdeacons, Exor- 
| Me | ciſts, 
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ciſts, Readers, Singers, Acolothites,and Por:- 
ters. Their Prieſts preach not the word, 
but are chiefly ordained to offer the ſacri- 
fice of the Maſs, which allo is moſt of 
their imployment. The Pope the Head of © 
their Church is an earthlyMonarch above all 


- Princes and Emperors, living in all the: ſtate 


and pomp of the old Roman Emperours, 
challenging the ſame honour & obſervance, 
and more than they did ( viz. the kiſling 
of his feet ) except one or two moſt in- 
ſolent Tyrants, His Cardinals are Princes, 
and the chief Cardinal Biſhop taketh place 
of the Emperours Embaſſadour, and the 
next takes plate of all other Embaſſadours. 
Their whole miniſtry almoſt conſiſteth in 
hearing confeflions, pardoning ſins, enjoyn- 
ing penance, preaching the authority of 
the Pope , the Canons and Traditions of 
their own Church, and in ſaying Maſſes 
and praFers for the abſent and for the 
dead. Þ 

8, The great deſign of the Goſpel 
1s, that men. being reconciled to God may 
live to him in all holineſs and righteout- 


"neſs; and this is the practice of the Church 


of Chriſt. The Church is redeemed and 
purchaſed to bea peculiar people to Chrift 
zealous of good works ; therefore is it cal- * 


rit 
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rit of grace and holineſs ; taught by his 
holy law ; and ſubjected to his holy dif- 
cipline 5 the work of Chriſtians 1s to be dy- 
ing tothe world, mortifying their luſt,and 
growing in grace, in hope of and prepara- 
tion for Glory, Titus 2.11, 12, 13, 14+ 
But the defign of Popery by keeping the 
people ignorant of che word and Sacraments 
is to bring them into ſubjection to the 
Pope and his Clergy. | 
- Theirordinances and worſhip tend not to 
purifie the conſcience,. but under a vain 


. ſhew of a carnal pompous ſervice to cheat 


them of knowledgeand ſpiritual edification, 
and to enthral men to their Church and 
their own inſtitutions. They teach that 
the bare uſe of the Sacraments confer- 


. Teth grace, though a man neither under- 


IM 


ſtand what he doth, nor 1s ſerious 1n it : 


and if perhaps he ſhould be ſergous, yet 


the efficacy of the Sacraments dependeth 
on the Prieſts intention ; fo that if he be 
not ſerious or underſtandeth not what he 
doth,the Communicant can have no benefit. 
They tolerate ail manner of wickednels. 
Pope Nicholas teacheth,it 1s better for their 
Clergy to live in ſecret fornication than 
to marry, Saris eſt pluribiss occultss 1mpli- 
cari, quam in conjpeitu munds cum una ligars. 
And the people may live how taey ny 
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ſo they be obedient to the orders of the 
Church , confeſs, and receive Mais once a 


year, this will blot out all {in ; and thougn 
a man ſhould live jn wickedneſs all hi: 
days, yet if he but die in their communi- 
on, with the Prieſts abſolution, which 
may be cafily had, he ſhall go to Purgatory 
but for a time and {o to Heaven : and 
money may procure Maſſes and prayers 
for him when dead, that will haſten his delt- 
verance thence alſo; ſo that they ihat will 


not leave their {ins while they Iive, may buy 


their pardon and redemption from torment 
afrer they are cead:now can there be - more 
— way tO encourage men in {in ? 

. Selt-denyal, contempt of the world , 
and bearing the Croſs are the profeſſion 
and bauge of Chriſts Church. Our Sa- 
viour declared that his Kingdom was not of 
this wogld : and his Diſciples muſt not 
expect, nor ight for it here, 7ohn 18. 36. 
He hatn promiled t chem his ſpirit and 
comiorts 1n a greater meaſure than for- 
merly, becauſe they were to meet with much 
tribuJation in this world, John 16. 33. 
2nd cur Saviour hath given us this untver- 
fal rolc,except a man deny himlelt and take 
up his croſs and follow me, he cannot be 
wy Diſciple, Zh. 14. 27. Matth. 16. 24. 
But the Papjits make outward proſperi- 
ah. ty 
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ty and grandeura mark of the true Church 
and that the Pope and Biſhops are Princes 
above all Princes, and that initead of ſuffer- 
ing any perſecution they ar& ro make War 
upon all Princes that diſpleate them,to de- 
ſtroy by open force of battle or fadden Maſ- 
facres, and private treachertes all they can 
reach that are not obedient to them, or ſuf: 
pected not to be hearty,or but to favour or 
be mild towards thoſe they call Hereticks. 
10. Heaven 1s propoſed as the certain 
reward of the ſervants of Chriſt, The 
grace of God that brings Salvation teach- 
eth us to deny all nngodlineſs and world. 
ly luſts, and to live ſoberly,righteoufly and 
godlily in this world, looking for the 
glorious appearance of God our Saviour, 
Tit. 2. 11, 12, 13. In this hife Chriſtians 
are to higlit, ſtrive and ran, but when this 
life ends, their courſe is finiſhed, and there 
remains nothing but a Crown of life which 
the righteous judge ſhal] give toatl them 
that love his appearance, 2 Tem. 4 6,7, 
But the Papiſts teach thar ail aſſurance of 
Salvation. is preſumption; the moit we muſt 
expect 1s after many af - _ __ 
flictions from Gods hand £277 T1#aen. Sef. 
" . CH. 12,13.Cats 
and voluntary ſererities 1, 1s. 
upon our ſelves to fſatisfie 
tor ſin, at lait to go to Purgatory for a 
| long 
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long time there to ſuffer the ſame torments 
that the damned do in Hell.It is reported of 
Bellarmiz that when ſome about him would 
have comforted him at is death with his 
great merits, and that he ſhould certainly 
£0 to heaven ; he anſwered, It is not fo 
eaſie a thing to get to heaven, and that 
he could be content to ſuffer the pains of 
Purgatory many years 1f he could be ſure 
to come to heaven at laſt. Thus though 
they tell men they may merit Heavyen 
and do works of ſupererogation , viz. 
more than God requires of them, yet they 
muſt go through Purgatory : hereby rob- 
bing them of the comfort of the Goſpel , 
and miſerably enthrallins their conſci- 
ences to themſelves and their Tradition. 

By all this it is evident that the Papiſts 
have altered-the nature and ends of Chriſti- 
an religion, which . was the dectrine and 


inſtitutron of Jeſus Chriſt to exalt him as 


the only mediator of the Church by whom 
only we ſhould come to God, and have fra- 
med a new platform of a carnal worldly 


religion, to exalt the Pope and his Cler- 
gy, and to, worſhip the creatures initead « 


of the Creatour. Let us add their doftrine 


£5 


of perſecuting and deſtroying all Hereticks 


( as they call them, that is, all that will not 
obey them ) The firſt Lateran Council, 
| Ann: 
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Ann. Dom. 1215. decreeth, That 
if any Prince or Lord be a Here- $9 Inc, 
tick or favourer of Hereticks, my 
or will not deſtroy his own ſubje&ts being 
Herericks, he ſhall be deprived of his domi- 
nion, and it _be given to ſome other Catho. 
lick Prince. Accordingly they gave away the 
Eſtates of divers Earls, Ramind Earl of Tho- 
louſe, the Earl of Befieres anc others , be- 
cauſe the _ —_— = other would 
not deſtroy the Alb:zvenfes their 
Subjeds. "Ihe lating g1V- co wn 
eth orders not only to deſtroy 4 
Hereticks , but alſo all ſuch as favour them 
or harbour them, or give them any relief 


In their diſtreſs, or conceal them or any 


LINA 


of their goods ; Yea that thoſe, who do 
not diſcover and accuſe their own relati- 
ons or friends being Hereticks ſhall them- 
ſelves be puniſhed as Hereticks. 

Pope Martin the 5. decreed by +» contil. 
a Bull, That Hereticks ſhould Conftar. 
not be ſuffered to buy or {cl}, or to 

injoy the benefit of humane ſociety. This 
Doctrine and their practice according to 
it makes them an Apoſtatical body or ſo- 
ciety,, maintaining it ſelf in oppoſition to 
the pure Church of Chriſt, and therefore 
to take part with them, to joyn with or 
{ubmit to their intereſt, is to deſert _ 

all 
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and to fide with or become a member of 
that great Apoſtafie. 

Let us now take notice of the ſeveral 
characters or marks that the Apoltle gives 
of this Apoltaſie, which will further prove 
— Papiſts to be guilty of it. Thefirſt is 

3. That the Head of it is the man of {1n, 
the thy of perdition, 4r3gorG hs duaggias. 
An Hebrailm, where the genitive of the 
ſubſtantive is put for the adjective, and that 
by way of eminency, The f{inful or wicked 
man,as he is afterward called, v. 8.6 avou@, 


the wicked or lawleſs man; wv. 3.5 yds 


7 amwadas, the ſon of perdition, this is 
EXegetical of the former, wiz. ſuch a 
wicked man as 1s ripe for and appointed 
to deſtrution. By this is meant not a 
particular perſon, but a ſtare or govern- 
ment in the hands of one or more perſons, 
thovgh perhaps ſome one of thoſe gover- 
nors may beintenced ina ſpecial manner 
as more ingularly wicked and active than 


others, cyen as NVebuchadnezzer was {aid to 


be the head of Gold of the great image, 


Dan. 2 hole ſeries of the Aſſyrian and 


Babylonian Monarchs for 1300. years -was 
repreſented thereby. . Thus the Devil is 


expreſſed tingularly when the whole ſociety 


of thoſe wicked ſpirits is intended, and no 


one 


£.e. 1n ſpecial manner, though the |} 
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one particular meant. And the four Mo- 


narchies are expreſſed þy4.Beaſts JE, 
though they were poſſeſſed not Dan. 7: 
only by many Kings, but the laſt EEE: 
by the people of Rome for a long time , 
conſiſting of the Senate and Plebeiar. The 
Papiſts would infer from theſe notes of 
particularity that Antichriſt this man of ſin 
muſt be but one particular 
perſon, and therefore. not 
the Popes who have been 
many. . | | 
But themfelyes grant, what is here ſaid, 
vV. 8. He that letteth will let till hebe taken 
our of. the way, is meant of the Roman 
Empire which was in the hand of many 
ſucceſſively, though expreſſed as one man : 
and it is common fo to expreſs States or 
Kingdoms when we ſpeak of their. conſti--. 
tutions, prerogatives or Laws. And when 
our Saviour, Hatth. 16. 13, 14. ſaid to. 
Simon, Thou art Peter, and. upon this rock, I 
will buld my Church, and I will give thee the 
Keys of the Kingdom, '&c. they will needs 
have It mcant that this was granted to 
Peter and all his fucceſſours the Popes, though 
none but Peters name _ 1s mentioned. 
Why then may we not ſo underſtand the 
man of ſin here? The Apoſtles ſenſe is," 
there weil come anapoſtaſie of the Church, 
| D a 
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a declining in and from religion, which» 
will encreaſ? till the man of ſin be reveal- 
ed, 5.c. til] theſe apoſtates ſhall frame them- 
ſelves into a body and ſtate of a moſt wick- 
ed government: this is the Pope and his 
Clergy, who ſucceſſively govern and ma- 
nage that apoſtaſie. This will appear if 
we conſider the wickedneſs of their-Perſons, 


 Doctrines and Practices. 


1. For their perſons. There was a ſeries 
of Popes for about an hundred years in * 
the 10. and 11. Centuries who were Ma- 
gicians, Murderers, open Adulterers and 
deſtroyers of each other; of whom Geze- 


 brard the Jeſuite ſaith they were Apoſtatics 


potires quam Apoſtolici, apoſtates rather than 
Apoftolical men. Gregory the 7. they report 
poyſoned 6 Popes his Predeceſlours to 
obtain the Papacy, and was himſelf a known 
Magician , he threw the hoſt his breaden 
God. into" the fire, becauſe it would not 
anſwer him in is Magical charms. Many 
others of them have been profeſled Ma- 
gicians, ſome bold Atheiſts, as Les the 10. 
who ſaid to Cardinal Bembus, Behold what 
great riches we get by that fable of Chriſt, 

uant as opes nobis tulit iſta fabula de Chriſto. 
Moſt Adulterous Sodomites, Simoniacks, and 
ſome have lived in inceſt with their own 


Siſters and daughters ; inſomuch that m 
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of themſelves gives this teſtimony, Nems 
hodie in Pentificibus Romanis vir- 
tutem aut p:etatem requirit, opts- 
mz putantur fi vel mediocrater boni 
ſrat,uel minus malt quam ceters mortalium eſſe 
ſolent. i.e.No man looks for virtue or godli- 
neſs nowadays in the Popes, they are ac- 
counted moſt excellent if they be but indif- 
ferently good, or not quite ſo bad as other 
men. 

The Cardinals and all their Clergy are 
like their head and father,being allowed So- 
domy, fornication, and adultery to keep 
them chaſt, z. e. from marrying. Where 
ſhall we find a man of ſin if this be not him ? 

2. Next conſider we their wicked do- 
ctrines. 

1. That of abſolute ſubjection to the 
Pope, that whatſoever ' he commandeth 
muſt be done though never ſos wicked. 
Bellarmine ſaith, Etiamſs Papa erraret pro- 
hibendo virtutem & precipiendd wvitium, CC. 
Though the Pope ſhould forbid virtue and 
command vice he muſt be obeyed ; And 
their law faith, ſs Papa rotos populos ſecuns 
in inſernum traheret, nemo poteſt es aicere , 
Domine cir #ta facis. 1. e. Though the Pope 
ſhould draw whole Nations into Hell with 
himſelf, yet none may ſay to him why dolt 
thou ſo. This daily experience atteſteth. 
D 2 Murder- 
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doms, any villanies muſt be done and 
that upon Pin of damnation, it the Pope 
or any inferiour governour ot their Cler- 
gy commands it. Never any ſtate or go- 
vernment 1n the world (though many have 
beea very wicked } challenged this pre- 
rozativeto command whatſoever they plea- 
ied, right or wrong, and that men are 
bound in conſcience- to obey them though 
againſt God and men , but this the Pope 
doth challenge and practiſe. | 

2, The DoQtrine of the Popes infallt- 


buity, whereby they father all their er- _ 


rours, ſuperſtitions, aad corruptions upon 

the ſpirit of God. It is blaſphemous a- 

cainſt God to imagine that he ſhould an- 

nex the infallible guidance of his ſpirit to 

a ſacceſſion ot men who defile and deſtroy 

his Churgi , oppoſe his ſon and his Goſ- 

;Þel, and themſelves are Monſters of men. 
Invent the 10. ( who ſuffered 

S. Anore's himfelf and his holy Church to 
| Journ, be governed by an impudent 
| | Harlot Don Olympia his own 
| Brothers wite ) when the people of Rome 
[* compiaine:] ro him of the unjuſt exactions 
of his Officers anſwered them, You muſt 
not find fault which mine Officers , for I 
cute them and I am guided by the infal- 


lible 
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lible ſpirit of God. What is more wick- 
ed than to aſcribe wicked actions to the 
guidance of Gods ſpirit ? Some Papiſts in- ' 
deed acknowledge not the' Popes infallibi- 
lity, but then they aſcribe it toa Council of 
Biſhops moſt of them as good and as wiſz 
as the Pope. 

Some give it tothe whole Roman Church, 
but it will come all to one, if whatſoever 
the Church of Rome or the Heads an4 
guides of it do determine, mult be reckon- 
ed infailibly true and good,, hereby they 
wholly wave the Scriptures as the Rule, 
and Chriſt as their Law-giver,, and are 
both Rule and Law-givers to themſelves. 

3- IhePapilts have reduced the whole 
body of the Heatheniſh worſhip into the 
_ Church : and thisis the greateſt part of 
their worſhip. "The Heathens honoured 
the good Angels with divine honours, as 
the ſervants of the ſupreme God , that 
they might be their friends to him, and 
that they might do them many good Ot» 
fices. They deified men and women emi1- 
nent 1n any way, eſpecially Princes , ho- 
noured them with Temples, Images, Felt1- 
val days, and Sacrifices, that they' might 
mediate with Godfor the good of their 
Country, family, or friends, putting them- 
jelves and rhcir affairs under their ſpecial 
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protection, and-this took up moſt of their 


worſhip. The Papifts do aſcribe the very 
ſame honour and worſhip in all particu- 
| lars to the Angels and Saints, and for the 


{ame reaſons every Country, City, yea | 


every perſon hath his Tutelar Saint, and 
upon theſe they call, and to theſe they pay 
more deyotion by many degrees than they 
do to God. 

4. Their Caſuiſts allow common ſwear- 
ing and uſing of the name of God Jightly 
in common diſcourſe, and contend that the 
Third Commandment forbideth only per- 
jury , ſwearing falſely or to a falſe thing 
in the name of God. Hence ir 1s that 
Papiſts almoſt univerſally are common and 
profane {wearers. 


5- They teach thatthe Pope in all and 


the inferiour Clergy in ordinary caſes can 
diſpenſe with Oaths, Vows and the moſt 
ſolemn oþligations that can be made to 
God or man. The Pope taketh himſelf 
for head of the Church, therefore what- 
toever vows and ingagements men make 


to God, he can Jooſe them from them ; 


when it ſerves his intereſt he gives licence to 
men and women to marry, who have yow- 
ed ſingle life , and to hisFryars to leave 
offthe habit and rules of their order, though 
they have vowed never to lay them _ 

| Allo 
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Alſo as he is Lord of all the world he can 
give away Kingdoms, looſe Subjc&ts from 
their oaths of Allegiance, yea make it their 
- duty to break their oaths and to rebel , 
and what is moſt abominable , they can 
give men leaye'to take Oaths, to make 
yowes and proteſtations on purpoſe to de- 
ceive,when they do not inten hey ſhall be 
kept, but be uſed to carry on their own 
deſigns the more ſecretly by deceiving 
the credulous.  hus the 
Popes Legat ſent a Gen- 7/8. Albig. Book 
tleman to the Earl of Be- 2: ci. 5- 
frers to draw him into his 
Camp, commanding him to aſſure him in 
his name by what Oaths and proteſtations 
he would deſire, that he ſhould return ſafe 
home ; as ſoon as the poor Earl came 
into his preſence he abſolved the meſlen- 
ger from all his Oaths, kept the Earl prt- 
—_ and ſoon after privately murdered 
im. 

6. They make the Sabbath either a Tra- 
dition or an inſtitution of rheir Church, 
profane it with ſports and plays, and 
oblerve their Saints days with much more 
ſtritneſs and devotion than the Lords 
day. SES 

7. The Pope and his Clergy can dt:i- 
ſolve all bonds and duties berwixt' men. 
D- 4 They 


SS 
They can command Princes to deſtroy 
their Subjects, and abſolye them from all 
their oaths and promiſes to them of 
protection ; They can diſcharge Subjects 
trom their obedience to their Princes,and 


make 1t meritorious of heaven to kill them, 


and a ſure way to go to heaven 'immedi- 


ately to dye in fighting againſt them. They 


= can divorce or ſeparate hus- 
Concil. Tide Se bands and Wives at their 
24. Canon. 6, 
pag 4 pleaſure. Alphonſ# the pre- 

| ſentKing of Portugal was de- 
poſed and impriſoned by the Popes order, 
and his wife taken from him and given 
to his Brother who now rules the King- 
dom. Parents and children, Maſters and 
ſervants in caſe' of Hereſie muſt betray 
each other ; and if they will enter into 
religious houſes or give any thing to the 
Church, then they are freed from all obli- 
gations Uo, or care of their relations. Is 
not this a man of fin that can and daily 


- doth diſlolve all bonds of men to God 


and of men to themſelves? _ 
8. They teach that no faith, leagnes, 


prounſes are to be kept with Hereticks , 


or any that are not of their Church. 
Pope Engenins the 4 made Uladiſlaus King 
of Hungary break'his league with the Turk, - 
Jolemnly ſworn by him and all his _ 
S - » ; ; © : \ An 
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and abſolved them by 7ulian his Lepate. 
The Council of Conſtance burnt Fohn Huſs, 
though the Emperour Szgsſmond had promi- 
ſed him fafe-conduft to and from the 
Council, they telling the Emperour that 
Oaths and promiſes to Hereticks mult nor 
be obſeryed. = 

9. They teach Equivocations and mental 
reſervations both in oaths and common 
diſcourſes, viz. that a man may take any 
Nath, make any promiſe, anſwer any Quec- 
ſtion directly and plainly according to 
the words propoſed, and yet mean no fuch 
thing or the contrary, keeping another 
ſenſe or intent in their minds. ' Garne 
and Treſmond two Feſuites that were inthe 
powder Plot being examined apart, Treſ- 
mond faid he had not ſten or ſpoke with 
Garnet for 14. years before, Garnet con- 
feſſed that they two walked and diſcourſed 
together in Moorefields London g&bout four - 
months before they were taken : being 
asked what his fellow meant to ſay they 
had rot met folong a time, he aniwered, 
I ſuppoſe he meant tocquivocate, and this 
was excuſe enough. Thus all bonds df 
humane Society and ail means of inter- 
courſe and confidence in each other may 
be diſſolyed when the Pope or a Prieſt 
pleaſeth. Ifany Pap prexcnd to difown 
- | ,. - any 
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any of theſe doQtrines, I demand by what 


rule he doth it ? . By the Scripture ? the 


Law of Nations ? or the Law of nature ? 
they all maintain the Pope is above theſe : 
Theſe are not a perſect rule neither a. 
part nor together, nor do reach all caſes; 
if they did, there were no need of an infal- 
lible head to dire&t the Church, nor any 
warrant for moſt cf the worſhip and pra- 
Ctices of the Church of Rome. If then 
the Pope be above all , and - infallible, 
theni a Papiſt muſt believe that in this 
and that particular caſe that concerns him 


he may and muſt break his Oaths, deny - 


his promiſes, murder, Iye, or commit 
any ſuch enormity when commanded, 
or clſe he prefers his own judgement a- 
bove the Popes and denies his principles. 
Whence we way ſee thatno truſt is to be 
repoſed in a Papiſt, becauſe they are not 
maſters of their own reaſon and. Conlci- 
ence, of their Oaths and promiſes,but the 
Pope and their Confeſſours have the diſ- 
poſal of them all,and make them do as they 
pleaſe : and iſoiong as their Church chal- 
{:ngeth a power and juriſdiction over all 
the world, and is always contending for 
it, it isto be ſuppoſed their rulers will 
always put them upen thoſe things that 
promote thetr own mtereſt. | 
10.: Their 
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10.Their doQtrines that extenuate ſin and. 
make ſorgiveneis very cally, are nothing 
elſe but dodrines of wickedneſs. They 


_ extenuate fin by their dofEtrine of venial 


ſins, which they ſay are preter, non Con- 
tra Legem, not commanded by God nor 
forbidden of him, and therefore -ſcarce to 
be called fins. | 

Such they make al} firſt rhonghts, and 
motions of the mind and afteCtions to be, 
when there is not a deliberate aſlent with 
them ; all wandering thoughts, diſtractions 
in holy duties, the ſtirrings of the moit 
vile affe&tions with {ome titillarion or plea - 
ſing are all but natural actions and infir- 
mities which do not deſerve Hell or the 


wrath of God. 


They make pardon of ſin very cafie. 
Upon confeſſion to the Prieſt he doth ab- 
ſolve upon ſome eaſfie penance almoſt any 
ſin; and thoſe reſerved caſes, vihich the 
Prieſt cannot pardon, are forgiven by the 
Pone for money. There is a printed boouk 
called Taxa penitentiarie Apoſt olice, wherein 
the prices are ſet down for all manner 
of fins : and inthe general all {ins again(t 
God and his Law are more ealily forgi- 
ven than thoſe againſt the Popes law and 
Traction, What need men fear to com- 
mit fin that can be io eaſily remitted, eſpe- 

Cially 
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cially ro them that have money ? They 
have alio another. device of transferring 
their {ns upon their friends, viz. a few 


friends agree together ro take each others 


fins upon them, fo that he who dierh firſt 
teaveth his tins to be ſati5hed for by the Sure 
vivours; and they againtake others into 
their number, and fo can fin ſecurely, hay: 
ing Exccntors to pay their debts for them 
when they are dead. The Sacrifice of 
the Maſs oftered jor them by the Prieſt 


'alone expiates all fin, fo that for 6 pence 


CF 12. Pence a Mais, any fins may be tak- 


_ en away, though thcy be not preſent or 


concerned about it, or be commirting 


- Wickednels the mean veiiile. 


Laſtly, Though a man live all is days in 
wickedneſs, it he die in the communion of 
the Church of Rome and be abſolved by 
a Prizft, which 15 rarely denyed to any, 
he muſk go but to Purgatory and there 
{atisfi2 for all his ſins, and at lait be 
{ved : and If he leave any thing to the 
Church, or his friends will buy Males or 
prayers for him, his time in Purgatory 


{nail be ſhortened and h's' pains Icfs- A 
ned. 

2. Thirdly, Their PraCtice 1s as wicked 
as their dofrine , not that only of par- 
ticular perſons, WHICh 1s Incident to all | 

0 {ocicties, 
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ſocicties, but the allowed pradtice of the- 
Church , and that whereby rtoeir State 1s 
upheld. To inſtance in a few. > 

1. They perſecute and by all means 


- deſtroy ail that ſubmit not tothe in eve- 


ry thing ; ſo that in Rome 1s found 
the blood of all the Saints and Martyrs 
that have been {lain in all tae carth, be- 
ing ſhed by her command. About the 
year 75O. the Popes Gregory 2. and 3. 
begun wars againſtthe Enperors and their 
adherents in the defence of Image wor- 
ſhip , - and afterward reneived th2m to 
obtain the right of inveſtitures or. be- 
ſtowing of all Ecclchiaſtical preferments , 
and to deprive the Emperours of their 
power of electing the Pope, till they had 
brought the Emperours under their freer , 
and compelled all the Clergy to put away 
their Wives. Thus the Popes ruined all Chri- 


ſtendom for abour 400. Years, 1.1 they 
had got all the power into their nands : - 
and ever ſince they have ſhed blaod in 


abundance to. preſerve what they had 
gotten. They began with jthe Walſderſes 
about the year 1160. of whom Tiuanus 
{aith tney had flun above two Mil- 
lions, and they have added many thogn- 
ſands more of late years of that pgor 
pcopte, Afterward they deftioyed 

many 
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many thouſands in. Bohemia, in Germany 
both in the former and late wars. Y:r- 
gerius Who was the Popes Nuncio tells 
us that in the ſpace of zo. years at- the 
firſt reſormation their inquiſition in ſeve- 
ral parts had ſecretly made away 150000 
perſons. The Duke of Alva Governour 
of the Neatherlands ina few years is ſaid 
to cut off 36000. The French Maſlacre 
Am. 1572. 1n one Month treacherouſly 


and barbaroufly deſtroyed above 30000. 


In tie :atc /-:hrebellion Azz. 1641. they 


de!troyed above 300000. of all ages and- 


co:dicions: and woart they have done and 
attempted and do {till attempt upon this 
Land is w-!} known. All theſe were au- 
thorized by the Popes, and had their bene- 
diction anc prayers for {uccels ; beſides the 
innumerable company of Martyrs which 
they have, put to death by form of tryals 
1n all countreys. 


2. Their toleration of all uncleanneſs , 


belides what they allow in their Clergy 
privately. They have publick Stews in 
all Cities of Traly and Spain, and the Pope 
has a tribute from them for their Licences. 
Pope Sixtus the 4. built at his own Charge 
a f.imons Stew in Rome both for men and 
women. Paul the 3. had Catalogues 
found amongſt his Papers after his death, 

O 


—— 
I ES owes as a Sar p__ 


{ 63 ] 
of 45000. Strumpets, who payed him a 
monthly impoſition. 

3, They are a'lowed Simony, 5z. e. ſel- 
ling of all Eccleſiaſtical offices. There is 
another book called Taxa cancalleriz apo- 
ſtolice i. e. of the Popes Chamber, where- 
in the prices of all benefices, and promo- 
tions are ſet down : no Places of any 
value are diſpoſed of without money. A 
nameleſs Papiſt dedicated a 
book to King, James wherein Called the 
he acquaints him that all the new max. 
Popes from Clement the 7. to £ 
his time had got the Popedom by Simo- 
ny and other indirect means. This he was 
able to prove : but he might truly have 
ſaid, ſo did all the reit for many ages 
before. In Ezoland formerly benefices. 
_ have been fold to two,three,or more, fome- 
times to ten ſeveral perſons,and then when 
the incumbent diced, the Pope »muſt be. 
judge who ſhall have it of aii theſe, which 
ſhall certainly be he that will give moſt 
. money ; Thus they make woful Merchan- 
dize with mens fouls. : 

4. Continual endeavours to ſtir up wars 
and imbroil Nations. The Pope pre- 
tends to be Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings : and therefore he diſpoſeth of King- 


doms, ſet; up and pulls down Princes as 
7 he 
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he pleaſes, and this is a ſufficient pretence 
for any unjuſt wars and invaſtoas ; and 
wherever there are any differences among 
Princes and their Subjects, he interpo- 
{ſeth his authority, uſually taking the un- 
juſt part (if like to prevail) that they 
being beholding to him may requite him 
with ſome addition to his authority or 
revenue. Pope Zacheriah gave France to 
Pipin an aſpiring man , depoſing Chlderich, 
their lawful King as unfit to govern. Leo 
the 4. gave the Empire of the Romans 
to Charles the great, and another gave 
England to the Frenchin KingFohns time,and 
ſent them to Conquer it:and of late the Pope 
gave the Eaſt Indies to the Portugal, and the 
Welt to the Spaniard,where they murdred 


the poor natives as wild bcaſts made to be 


deitroyed. h 
Theſe doQtrines and practices are not 
taught and practiſed by a few only among 
them, but they are the State policies by 
which they ſtand, which they never dil- 
own, never endeavour to reform : it 1s 
the deſign of their goyernment to be uni- 
yerfal and to attain it by - any. means. 
Hence we infer that to hold communi- 
on with this Church is to conſpire againſt 
the Church of Chriſt, againſt all that is ſa- 
cred or moral. Nor may we expect any 
Oo | refOr- 
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reformation from them , they will not 
they cannot be better ; tihitir intereſt and 
government depends upon thefe methods , 
and therefore this Man offin is the fon of 
perdition appointed t6 be deſtroyed, not to 
be reformed : let us not deceive our felves. 
with vain hopes, They-are and muft 
be the ſame when they have opportunity. 

The ſecond character of this Apoftaſie 
is laid down v. 4. Who oppoſeth him- 
ſelf , viz. the man of ſin the Head of this 
apoſtaſie. 6 4y71#usy ©, an adverſary or one 
that ſets himſel againſt Chriſt. The ſame 
title that: is given to the Devil, v:z. Satan 
an enemy or adverſary. Now the Devil 
was an adverſary not by denying the 
true God ; he believes and trembles, Fames 
2. 19. nor by caufing himſelf tro be wor- 
ſhipped as the ſupreme God, for the Idols 
- which the Heathens worſhipped, they wor- 
ſhipped as Mediators and ſervants to 
the ſupreme God; but under this pretence 
the Devil took to himſelf all the worſhip 
and ſervice of the world, and left God 
but an empty name of Creatour and fu- 
preme reſiling in heaven, when he himſelf 
was the God of this world, ordering all 
tnings after his own luſts : this the Devil 
did {o long as Heatheniſm prevailed, by 


the ſeveral Governours and Princes of 
E- _ the 
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the world, and when he was caſt out 
of Heaven , viz. his worſhip, Idolatry and 

Heatheniſh ſupzritition aboli- 
Rev. 12, Vs 
7, 8, 9,16 then Roman Empire, and op- 
polition totie name of Chrilt 
was takenaway,he cait about,and after ſome 


time delivered his power to the ſecond Beaſt 


wio uſed the power and tyranny of the for- 


mer Bealt ; s. e. the Roman Empire op- 


poſing Chriſt and his worſhip, ſetting'up 
himſelf with all ſuperſtition and [dolatry, 
but under fair pretences of Chriſts autho- 
rity, Rev. 13. 11, 12, &c. This beaſt 
was like a Lamb, but ſpake as the Dragon, 
and uſed all the power of the former 


beaſt, viz.the Heathen government. Now | 


that the Pope and his adherents do thus 


oppoſe Chriſt and not his name but his -| 


power and worſhip, drawing all ſubjection 
to himſek and leaving Chriit but a bare 
and empty title,, he being as Srapleton calls 
him plain ſupremum in terris numen y 1. 6. 
the moſt highand abſolute God in earth, 
It is manifeſt, | 

1. The Pope will not ſuffer Chriſt to 

be King and law-maker in his Church. 


Kingly power conſiſteth in making laws 


and ruling according to them ; this be- 


longs to Chriſt ; and he gave his word to 


be 


ſhed by the fail of the Hea- 
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be the law of his Church, and his Mini- 
niſters to execute and adminiſter it 
according to his mind. But the Pope . 
challengeth the ſole power and govern- 
ment of the Church on earth to belong to 
him ; the authority of the Scriptures to be- 
long to him ; that he can acd to them, take 
from them,or diſpenſe with any thing there 
commanded ; that he only muſt interpret 
and give them their ſenſe; that his determi- 
- nations is the rule of conſcience,for whatſo- 
ever he defineth or commandeth 1s to be 
believed and obeyed : and ſounder the pre- 
tence of Chriſts Vicar he rules as Chriſt on 
earth. | 
2. The Pope will not allow Chriſt to 
appoint the ordinances of his own wor- . 
ſhip. It belongs to Chriſt as King to 
' appoint how and by whom he will be 
worſhipped, but the Pope will not, give him 
leave. He appoints more orders of Offi- 
cers than Chriſt did ; more Sacraments, and 
alters thoſe of his appointing 3; the bread 
in the ſupper he maketh a God to be wor- 
ſhipped, and yet a Sacrifice to be offered to 
God ; the cup he takes away from the 
people , the Council of Trent moſt inſo- 
lently telling us that though our Lord Chriſt 
inſtituted and gave his ſupper to his Apo- 
itles under both kinds, of bread and wine , 
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\ .,, yet that-doth not oblige all 
n_— the faithful to receive it un- 
* ** © Cverboth kinds. Frſi Chriſtus do- 


'Þ 
N11 1nultimacena venerabile 


hoc Satramentim 11 panis & win ſpecicbus 
rnſtituit CF Apoſt lis tradidut ; non tamenilla 
enſtitutio traditioco tendunt, ut omnes Chri- 
fti fideles ſtatuto domint ad utramque ſpeciem 
accipiendan aſtringantur ! He appoints Saints 
and Angels and eſpecially Chrifts Mother 
to be worſhipped and honoured, yea the 
very Croſs on which he was murdered , 
pretending theſe to be more honour to 
Chriſt than the preaching or hearing his holy 
word.Almoſt the whole body of the Papilts 
worſhip is of the Popes own inſtitution. 

3. The Pope will not ſuffer Chriſt to 
appoint the means of his own grace to 
Salvation. Chriſt as the Saviour of his 
people, acdivine and Princely Saviour is to 
appoint and hath- appointed by what 
means and in what duties he will beſtow 
and increaſe his grace to eternal life : 
bur the Pope lays thele aſide at his plea- 
ſure, viz. the reading and hearing the 
Scripture, the uſe of the Sacraments, and 
prayer ina tongue that can be underſtood 


ty thoſe that uſe 1t, and appointeth more 


apon which the greateſt ſtreſs of ſalvation 


is laid; as confeſſion of ſin to Pricſt, with- 
out 
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out which there is no forgiveneſs to the 
living ; and private Malles both for the 
quick and dead ; anointing of Children 
to confirm them in grace , and anolnting 
the dying to ſtrengthen and comfort them 
againlt the ferror of death ; croſſes and holy 
water todrive away the devil ; and ſo many 
of this kind that they have greatly obſcnred 
the means of grace that Chriſt inſtituted. 

4. The Pope oppoſeth Chriſt in the 
main ends of his coming into the world, 
Chrii: came to take away fin, to hniſh 
tranſgreſſion and to bring in cvcrlaſting 
righteouſneſs by once ſacrificing himlcitf 
to the Father, Das. 9. 2-4. Heb. 10. 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14. But the Pope will have 
Chriſt offered for ſin in every Mals, as 
truly as he was, upon the Crois 5 and 
that it ts as fſatisfaftory and meritorious 
he will have the merits of Saints , our 

wn penance, and purgatory ofter death 
to ſatisfy for and take away fin, where- 
by the Iatisfaction of Chrilt is rendered 
as ftill unfulfilled and the pardoa of. {in 
unprocured as it was before his coming 
into the world. Chriſt came to give a 
greater meaſure of his ſpirit tothe Church, 
that his people might have more freedom of 
acceſs to Go, Fph. 3. 12. more boldneis 


with him , Heb. 19, 19, 29. and more 
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- abundant grace to enable them to pray 


to and ferve God, Rom. S. 25. John 10. 
io. for having removed the ſhadows and 
iacrifices of the Law, and clearly exhibited 
himſelf and his redemption, . they were 
now to come with greater confidence and 
freedom through his name to the Father, 
Fohn 16. 23, 24. but the Pope difappoint- 
eth all this by hiding from the people 
the plain doctrine of ſalvation, by teach- 
ing them that they muſt not come to him 
immediately but by the mediation of his 
Mother and all the Saints, and that theſe 
mult be ingaged by many prayers, Tem- 
ples and offerings to interceed with Chriſt 
for them, whereby the ſervice of the Goſpel 
is made as uncomfortable and as chargable 
as that of the Law; and the people are 
kept in as much ignorance as ever the Jews 
were, and in as much bondage to their 
Prieſts and more, without whoſe Maſlzs 
and abſolutions they cannot be forgiven : 
yea by their dof@rines and uncertainty of 
Salvation, | penances , fatisfaCtions, and 
purgatory, and the neceſſity of Chriſt's be- 
ing often ſacrificed for them, their conſct- 
ences are brought into a far greater bondage 
than ever the Fews were in. Again Chrilt 
by his death, reſurrection and aſcention 
hath obtained all power , conquered the , 
| g; 2 Devil, 
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Devil, opened a clear way into heayen 
for his {ervants, Hcb. 2. 14. Philip. 2. gy 
10. Heb. 6. 19, 20, 29. Bur the Papilts 
keep the people in as great bondage by 
fear of the Devil as ever the Heathens 
were in: except there be a Croſs in the 
way they are in danger to meet him at 
every turning, In every Church-yard , 
Market, &c. yea every time they go out 
of doors unleſs they croſs themſelves, or be 
ſprinkled with holy water: if ir were not 
for crolles the devil would get into their 
meat, their drink, their book $, their beds, 
and into their pockets alſo. And as for 
Chrilts entering into Heaven it 1s little 
comfort. to them, ſeeing they muſt hope 
to go thither but afrer ſome thouſands 
of years ſpent in_the pains of Purgatory. 

5. Chriſt aboliſhed the Tyranny and 
bondage his people were in both to Hea- 
then Monarchs and the Jewiſh Polity. 
Chriſt appeared. in the latter end of the 
fourth Monarchy to ſet up his Kingdom, 
that his people might be {ſubject to him, 
and no longer to the Juſts and wills of 
lawleſs Tyrants as they had ſucceſſively 
been oppreiſed and devoured both by 
Babylonians , Perſians, Greeks, and Romans : 
and he promiſed thar Kings ſhould be 
their nuriing fathers and Queens. nurſing 
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mothers, being ſubjeCtas weil as they to 
the laws of Chriſt. But the Pope inter- 
poſeth and uſurpeth all the domination 
and prerogatives, and exerciſeth all the 
Tyranny of the Roman Emperours, caul. 
ing all people to ſubmit to Rome with 
as great ſlavery as ever, Rev. 13. v. 155 
16, &c. and maketh laws as abſolutely 


by his own will as ever the Heathens did. 


Chriſt alſo dillolved the Jewiſh Polity that 
his people ſhould no longer be bound to 
one temple, City or Land for any part of 
their worſhipas the Fews were to Canaan 
and Zeruſalenr,or to any Common wealth of 
People: but thar in all places they might 
lift up pure hands to him, and have his 
preſence with them whereever two or three 
ſhould bz gathered in his name for the 
intents or gyrpoſes of his worſhip, arch. . 
18. 19, 20. But the Pope will have Kome 
to be the mother of all the Churches, thi- 
ther all the world muſt come to keep their 
Jubilees every five and twenty years , 
Thither they muſt bring their controver- 
fies and hard caſes ; and many fins can- 
not be forgiven without coming to him 


_ as the high Prieſt : all Churches depend 


upon him, yea are one body whereof he 
2s the Head, and muſt receive their laws, 
their Prieſts, their benedictions all from 
ae him 
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him and his- power: ſo that they arc in_ 
greater bondage than the 7ews were, by 
how much they are diſperied abroad in 


the world, and are more numerous, 


A third chara&ter of this Apoltafic is 
inſolent pride, v. 4. This man of {in and 
adverſary of Chriſt exalteth himieli above 
all that is worſhipped .or called God , 
uTieges ues 67 mips Mey» uiroy Ogoy, Or AS 
Calvin 1n loc. 6B my mw Av» uerov @:0y, he ' 
1s lifted up above all that 1s catled God, 
n o:Laowa, Or that IS any way facred. We 
read ot tome Heathen Princes, as Romulus, 


Alexander, &c. that would be accounted 


the ſons of God and be worſhipped, but 
their own people deteſted their pride, 
and yet they acknowledged a ſupreme 
God above them. Caligula would be 
thought equal with 7zpitey their chief God : 
bur theſe were imptous infolencies never 
eſtabliſhed by laws, or approved by the 
people, much leſs defended and practil- 
ed by ſucceeding generations : but this 
Popes arrogate to themſelves through ma- 
ny ages ſucceſſively : this their whole 
Clergy defend and their whole peopte 
practiſe : yea 1t 1s the very ſoul and life 
of the Popedom tro be honoured and obey- 

cd above al} that is called God. 
1, Magiſtrates are cailed Gods,. he- 
IN 
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ing Gods Vicegerents, Pſa/m 82, 6. But 
the Pope cxalteth hivſelt above all theſe, 
challenging the dominion of the whole 
world to be given to him; and he diſpoſeth 
of it to whom he plecaſeth:He calleth Empe- 
rours and Kings his ſervants and vaſſals : He 
ſets them up and pulls them dowa at his 
_ pleaſure. Pal the 4. taxed Queen Elizabeth 
with infolency for preſuming to rake 
the Crown without his leave. The Ro- 
man Ceremonial appointeth that when 
the Pope rideth abroad the Emperour or 
ciicf King that 1s preſent, or their Em- 
baſſadors in their abſence ſhould hold his 
Stirrup, and accerdingly ſome Emperors 
have done it, and have been checked for 
holding the wrong Stirrup, and it the Pope 
be dilpoſed to be carried in his Chair, 
the Emperour , Kings, and their Embaſ- 
ſadors are to Put their ſhoulders to 
w. 23 
_ 2. He ecxalteth himſelf above all the 
Miniſtry. LZams the general of the Jeſunures 
mamtained in a {et Lecture at the Council 
of Trezt ;, trat the ſole power of the 
Chnrcit was. committed to Peier, and that 
the other Apoitles, Evanzcliits, &c. recet- 
xed their Power from nim, In bike man- 
ner the Popeas Peters ſucceſſour hath the 
jole power of the univerſal Church, and 
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all Biſhops, Prieſts, & c. receive their pow- 
er from him. So that all are but his De- 
puties, his ſervants, the diſpoſal of all 
Biſhopricks and benefices ( if he' pleaſe 
throughout the world) belongs to him. 
The power of. Excommunication and abſo- 
lution,of making and altering all Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Jaws and injunttions reſides in--him, 
and to him all appeals muſt be made. 

3. The Pope challengeth power over 
the Devils. They have their book 
of exorciſmes ;, the office of exorciſts, their 
many myſteries, certain praycrs, forms of 
words, Holy water, conſecrated circles, c. 
by which they pretend to cait out, toraile, 
to lay, and bind the Devil as they 
pleaſe. 

4. They pretend- allo that the Holy 
Angels and glorifted Saints are at 
their Command. Pope Clement 6. the 
fhrſt author of their 7ubilees , infis Bull, 
wherein he promiſed great priviledoes to 
all that would come to Rome, adds this, 
viz. that if any of theſe holy Pilgrims 
* ſhould chance to die by the way in their 
journey, he commandeth the holy Angels 
immediately to traniport' their fouls to hea- 
ven. Lhe Keys of heaven are one of the 
Enſigns of the Popes dignity : he can un- 
faint thole that are gone to heaven : he 

can 
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can releaſ: out of Purgatory as ſoon, or 
detain there as long as he pleaſeth. Yea 
Pope Gregory the 1, They fay by his prayers 
brought the foul of Trajanm the Empe- 
rour out of Hell, $00. Years after he was 
dead. They interpret the 8. Pſulm v. 4. 
cc. of the Pope, viz. he is that fon of 
man that is crowncd with glory and dig- 
nity, that hath dominion over all the works 
of God, that hath all things put under 
his feer, al} Sheep and Oxen, z. e. all Chri- 
ſtians; all the Beaſts of the field, z.e.all the 
Infidels » the Fowls of heaven, z. e. the 
Angels and Saints above, and the fiſh of 

the Sea, z. e. the fouls in Purgatory. 
The Pope cxaltcth [himtelt abovye 
Chriſt, he challengeth the ſole government 
of the Church on earth to belong to him, 
to make and abrogate Laws and to guide 
it infallibly : ſo that Chriſt now hath 
nothing to do witin the Church militant , 
he can and daily doth interpret and diſ- 
penſe with the Laws of Chrift, and hath 
authority above his word. When the Pope 
goes Out of Town. the hoſt his breaden God 
is cairied on Horſc-hback amongſt his 
Sumpters and othcr farnitures a day be- 
fore-hand ,, as one of his utenſils, and in 
the Churcn tne Pope ſitteth above the AL 
tarand above the Hoſt, and giv eth it but a 
{mail 
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| ſmall nod as he pzſſeth by, when thepeo- 
ple give ten times more reverence to him 
than they do to the Holt,even according to 
their own Ceremonies. 

6. He exalteth himlelf above God. He 
taketh more care ta have his own Laws 
obſerved than Gods commands,and puni- 
ſheth the violation of them more ſeverely 
than ſins againſt God. To ſpeak againſt 
the Pope, the virgin 24ary, or any of 
. Their Saints, to work-on their Holy-days, 
to eat fleſh on a falſt-day (eſpecially in 
Lent) are greatcr offznces and harder to 
be forgiven, than any fins againſt God. 
Yea it is the defizpn of ihe Papacy to ex- 
alt themſelves whatever. comes of the 
honour of God. A man may be of any re- 
ligion or noreligion, may live as he pleaſe 
ſo he own the Popes power and ho'd the 
Communion of that Church, and this is 
all their unity they io much brag of. 
Papa poteſt omnia que Dez poteſt, lay their 
Canoniſts, The Pope can do all that God 
can do; yea and more, a: they add, poreſt fa- 
cre juſtum ex injuſto, he can make evil good, 
vice to be vertue, yea every Popiſh Prieſt, 
they ſay, can make his God and maker 
out of a piece of bread. A Frier in a 
Sermon before the Spaniſh, Governour 
at Milan, magnifying the Prieſts you 

aid, 


4.9 
ſaid, a Prieſt conid do more than God, 
for God could only. make creatures, but 
every Prieft could make the infinite God, 
the maker of all, which God could not do; 
_ and yer, faith the Authour, this paſled with- 
out controul. 

The Apoſtle amplificth this pride in 
the next words, he exalteth himſelf ſo 
as he ſitteth as God in the Temple of God , 
ſhewing himſelf that he 8s God, 5. e. he 
ruleth in the Church of God, and challeng- 
cth honour from the Church , as if he 
were God. The Papiſts would hence 1n- 
fer that Antichriſt or this man of ſin ſhall 
be a Leader of the Jews ſitting and being 
worſhipped in their Templeat Jeruſalem , 
to be rebuilt, by him; but that Temple 
ſhall never be rebuilt : when the Jews attem- 
pted it in Ful;ans time, they were hindred 
by fire hreaking out of the earth and de- 
ſcending from heaven ; and the Jews them- 
ſelves ihall all be converted to Chriſt. 
| The Temple of God here is his Church in 
which the Man of fin muſt fit, who muſt 
therefore be an apoſtate Chriſtian only, 
not the Turk neither alone, as ſome Pa- 
piſts would have it , nor in conjunction 

with the Pope, as ſome Pro- 
Pilcator in Log, - teſtants think, he never was 
a Chriſtian nor ſitterh in the 
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Church , nor endeavoureth to alter or 
corrupt the 'worſhip of it , nor atſameth 
divine prerogatives to himſelf, nor was 
known to the world for many ages after 
this was written 5 neither his religion, 
name, or Nation : whereas this myſtery 
of iniquity was working in the Apoſtles 
days; and by himdiſcovered and pointed 
at tothe Church. Burt that the Pope doth 
{it in the Church as if he were God, is 
manifeſt. It is not amiſs to obſerve the 
word here uſed avi, he fitteth in the 
Temple of God, 1s the term the Popes 
uſe. Kings are ſaid to reign, Popes to iit 
ſo many years, and Rome it {elf is Sedes 
Apoſtolica, the Apoſtolical See or Seat. 

1. The Pope challengeth an abſo- 
late univerſal power over the whole 
world, When 7ohz the Biſhop of Conſtan- 
tznople uſurped the title of univarſal Bi- 
{hop, Pope Gregory the. 1. called him the 
King of pride, the forerunner of Anti- 
chriit ; yet he challenged that title only 
over the Church; ana meant it oniy of a 
primacy of order to be the firſt and chief 
Biſhop : but Boniface the 2. ten years af- 
ter obtained to be head and univerſat 
Biſhop, and his ſucceſiours have ever ſince 
uſed it, exercifing an abſolute jurifdii- 
on both in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical matrers. 

The 
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The Pope challengeth the diſpoſal of all 
Kingdoms, if there be any queſtion about 
ſuccclſion , or any .controverſiie among 
Princes, he interpoſeth, and pretendeth to 
decide all, as having the abſolute power 
of diſpoſing and ordering all things; and 
in the Church the ſole authority te- 
longs to him of binding .and looſing, of 
appointing Biſhops and Miniſters and de- 
grading them, of conferring all imploy- 
ments, receiving all appeals, not only in 
reſerved caſes, but in all ordinary caſes 
when he pleaſes, or the parties pleaſe 
to remove the caſe to Rome. This is a 
power beyond a mortal man, a charge that 
no creature can perform, to inſpect and 
erder the affairs of the whole world 
both of this life and that which 1s to 
Come. Þ 
2, He challengeth an abſolute power 
to make laws for the whole Church. 
Whatſoever he appointeth , though a- 
Eainft Scripture an reaſon , muſt be ac- 
counted good and be obſerved. He mult 
with authority interpret Scriptures, and 
what he determineth mult be received as 
the ſenſe of them. He declareth what 
is Hereftie and Schiſm, he judgeth all 
things and perſons, but muſt hiniſelf be 
11dged of none, Now this 1s a Divine powe 
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er and God's prerogative, that the reaſon 
and conſciences of men ſhould be ſubjeCt to 
him. We are to ſubmit our reaſon to 
God, becauſe he cannot err; and our con- 
{ſcience to him, becauſe he can command 
nothing but what is good, yea things are 
good becauſe he commands them ; there- 
fore the Pope in uſurping this power its as 
God. 

3. He claims a power to diſpenſe with 
Gods Laws & to appoint new means where- 
by men ſhould come to heaven. He doth 
frequently diſpenſe with marriages 1n all 
the torbidden degrees: and the Council of 
Trent curfeth thoſe that think [ES 
the Church hath not power to pr eng nc 
forbid marriage in more de- ,. Ps ; 
grees than the Scripture pre- ED 
{cribes : or to alter thoſe there ſet down : 
and to allow marriage in thoſe caſes asit 
ſhall ſee cauſe. The Scripture ſath , mar- 
riage is honourable in all, Heb. 13. 3. but 
the Pope, ſaith it is not only a diſgrace 
but a damning fin for any of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel to marry. It 1s Gods law, 
1 Cor. 7. 2. to avoid fornication , every 
man ſhould have his own Wife and every 
woman her own Husband : but the Pope 
ſaith, it is better for Prieſts to live in for- 
nication than to marry ; yea and for all 
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perſons *tis meritorious of heaven to yow 
not to. marry, though they live in all un- 
cleanneſs : he Aifpenſeth with Oaths and 
vaws,and nothing humane or divine is or can 
he obliging any further than he alloweth 
it, he being the ſupreme judge, and de- 
terininer of all things. God alloweth 
us the uſe of all meats fit for food; but the 
Pope forbiddeth the 'uſe of many : yea 
annexeth merit and the promiſe of hea- 
ven to the forbearance of certain meats 
at certain times, though they gorge and 
glut themſelves with. other ſorts of dain- 
ties. And here let us. obſerve that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of an apoſtaſie from the 
faith that ſhould be in rhe latter times, 
v. 1. and he giveth this as one charafter 
of this apoſtaſie , that theſe apoſtates 
ſhould: forbid marriage, and the uſe of 
meats in an hypocritical pretence of god- 
lineſs : which doth ſo point out the Papiſlts 
as if they had -been named, none but they 
teaching thoſe doctrines , eſpecially that 
of forbidding marriage. The Pope maketh it 
meritorious of pardon, and great unmuni- 
tvs, to wear the habits to certain Monks and 
Friers, to be buried in a Monks cowle, or 
in the gown of a Capuchin or Carmelite 
Frier, but above all to the ſaying of ſo ma- 


ny Ave-maries Or Pater Noſters in the 7. 
ban 4 chief 


4. 

thief Churches of Rome, which will Pro- 
cure ſome hundred thouſand years par- 
don. WS 
4. He pretends to forgive ſin. The 
Jews could ſay, Who can forgive ſin but 
God only ? and he that tak- 

eth upon him to forgive ſin, Luke 5s. 21. 
maketh himſelf a God. 

But with the Papiſts , every Prieſt taketh 
upon him to forgive fin: yea a man can- 
not be forgiven unleſs he be firſt abfol- 
ved by the Prieſt : much more doth the 
Pope claim, a power to forgive all ſin, and 
that not declarative only, to pronounce 


the promiſes of pardon to the penitent ; 


but authoritative alſo, to give abſolution 
and heaven to whom he pleaſeth. In his 
Jubilees he carrieth in his hand a golden 
hammer to break open Paradile for all the 
Pilgrims that come to Rome. 

They do often publiſh and fell. indul- 
gences for all manner of ſins: it was'one 
ſpecial thing that ftirred up the ſpirit of 
Luther, that Frier Teſelius came into Ger- 
many with indulgencies from Leo the 10. 
publiſhing in all Markets and Fairs that he 
could grant pardon for all manner of fins , 
even though a man had laid with the Vir- 
gin Mary. The Pope can prevent mens 
going to Purgatory at all, or Morten and 
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lengthen their time there as he pleaſeth, 
though they reach Purgatory to be a place 

' _ ___ Where men muſt ſatisfie for their 
19/307 fins. Artoninus maketha grave 
5.6, : '5” Quere whether the Pope may 

empty Purgatory and releaſe all 
the ſouls that be there;and as gravely deter- 
mineth, that out of the fulneis of his pow- 
er he may without doubt do it, though 
he thinketh 1t not expedient he ſhould : 
and ſo doth the Pope too, for then the 
private Maſſes and prayers for the dead , 
( which are a great part of their ſervice, 
and by which the poor Prieſts get their 
livelyhood) would ceaſe. 

5. The Pope taketh to himſelf the 
name and titles of God and Chriſt. Ds- 
min Deus noſter Papa, our Lord God the 
Pope,is the language of their Canon Law. 
Paul the 5. cauſed a_trinmphal Arch to 
be {et up at Tolentum, under which he was 
to enter the City, with this inſcription, 
Paulo quinto Vice-deo, to Paul the 5. the 
vice-God. They lay the Pope is the rock, 


the foundation of the Church, her head 


and husband, Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings &c. When {ome among themſelves 
were offended at theſe blaſphemous titles ; 
Biſhop Beedle informs while he was in Traly 
about 70.years lince,there was a congregati- 

ON 


Co) 
On appointed at Rome to re- 
dreſs theſe abuſes, called con- Beed. anfrer 
greg atio de moderanats titulis;but to Wodi. 
betore they could do any thing - | 
to purpoſe, the Pope forbid tNem to pro- 
ceed, becauſe, he ſajd, there wereno titles 
given him but what, dignitas + prerogati- 
va Santts Petri &c. the dignitys and pre- 
rogatives of Peter would well enough bear. 
Thus this Roman State is the 
Bealt in whoſe head are the Rev. 13. r: 
names of Blaſphemy. | 
Hence it appears, though the Pope call 
himſelf the ſervant of ſervants and the - 
Vicar of Chriſt, yet he doth indeed uſurp 


| the place of Chrift and the honour and 


authority of God himſelf ; wherefore Þz 


1s deſervedly accounted the Antichritt 4n 
. both ſenſes of the word, Hoſtis & vii 


las Chriſts, both the oppoſer ofgChrilt and 
his competſtour that contends with him 
for honour, and uſurps his place and C0i- 
gnity. The Apoſtle faith, that there we: e 
many Antichriſts in the world in his tune, 
i 7oba 2. 18. and that the ſpirit of An- 
£1chriſt was then catered into the world, 
1 Fohn 4. 3.and that theſe Antichriſts were 
apoſtates.from the Chriſtian Church. 1-ey 
went out from us,chap. 2. 19. but yet tha 


there was one ſpecial Antichrilt to come , 
| F 2 | Gf 
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of which the Church was forewarned , yox 
have heard that Antichriſt ſhould come, cap. 
2.18.and ſurely there hath never been amore 
dangerous enemy of Chriſt than this apo- 
ſtate State of Rowe. The Heathens had but 
one way of oppoſing Chriſt, viz. perſecuti- 
on, Which tended much to the honour of 
Chriſt and his grace by the ſufferings of the 


- faithful:but theſe both deſtroy by perſecuti- 


on thoſe that are moſt upright, and corrupt 
and poyſon the reſt by errour, ſuperſtition & 
idolatry. The Papiſts plead that Antichriſf 
ſhall deny both God and Chriſt his per- 
ſon and incarnation , 1 Fohz 2. 22. cap. 
4+ 3- But this the Pope doth not : yetihe 
doth it in effect though not in words, when 
he uſeth and exerciſeth the names, titles, 
power and office both of the father and 
the Son, and bath ſet himſelf againſt the 
pure doCtrinc, worſhip, and diſcipline of 
the Goſpel. The Papiſts cannot prove 
from this or any other place certainly 
that ſuch an Antichriſt as they deſcribe 1s 
to be expected: and we do pfove all the 
properties of Agtichriſt to belong to the 
Pope, even this of denying Chriſt to be 
come in the fleſh. in effe&; though not ex- 
preſly, and yer ſome .of them have cal- 
led the Goſpel a fable : and have been 
profeſled Atheiſts. If Chriſt rule not his 
JERnE = > |. - Church, 
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Church , if the Pope he head, with abſo. 
late power over 1t, if Chriſt he Caily made 
of a birt of bread and daily Sacrificed by 
the Priclt to make attonement with the 
Father, as they teach and practiſe, thist5s 
in effect to ſay he is not come, nor hath-' 
made fatisfaction to God for the ſins of his 
people. However we need not contend whe-' 
ther the Pope be 8 Ai7xes& the Antichritt 
that what to come, br ſome other Here- 
tick may be intended ; we are fttre Anti- 
chriſt firs the Pope ; and we have little 
more of him than his name , but that he 
is the man of ſin, the Son of perdition, 
the author and maintainer of a general 
apoſtaſie; and that, Rome is the Whore of 
Babylon, is clear from'this place and Rev. 
I7. and this is all the Proteſtants mean by 
the name of Antichriſt. | 

Uſe From all this we inferr;, 1. That 
pretetice of ſome Papiſts that they* are of 
the Church bur not of the Court of Rowe, 
z. e. for the Romiſh religion, but not for 
the Popes ſ{nupremicy, 15 altogether vain. 
'The Pope as Pope-claimeth the' full pow- 
er of. Chriſt both over the Chnrch'and o- 
ver the world, and if they believe him ro 
be infailible, they muſt believe he hath this 


power allo; if he deceiveth them in this, 


he may deceive them in matters of reli- 
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gion likewiſe. But they that will reful© 
the Qaths of Allegiance and ſupremacy) 
becauie thoſe deny the Popes juriſdiction 
over our Kings, and can conſent to the de- 
poling of their perſons and the giving away 
their Kindoms to ſtrangers, are certainly 
for the Court as well as for the Church 
of Rome. 

2. That the Popes not tobe acknow- 
ledged or reſpected as a temporal Prince. 
\ The power he hath is uſurped on the pre- 
tence of being heaq of the Church, which 
1s a power Chriſt never gave, a magiltra- 
cy that God never inftituted ; his titles and 
claims are blaſphemous; he rules as a 
God not as Gods vicegerent, nor doth 
he uſe his power for the proper ends of 
government, to maintain the true religi- 
on, juſtice, honeſty, or ſobriety among men, 
and to preſerve the peace of the world, 
but to ſubvert religion, juſtice, and all 
morality,. and to imbroil all: nations for 
his own intereſt. As a ſociety of Bandztes 
or Pirates is no common-wealth, but they 
are to be reckoned hoſtis human generts, ene- 
mites of mankind ; ſo the Pope: is to bere- 
ckoned hoſtis Eccleſie, the profeſſed irrecon- 


cileable enemy of Chriſt : | and it is 


{ome degree of defeCftion to have any 
commerce with or any reſpect for that 
Antichriſtian State. £] Ver. 
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Per. by The Apoſtle having ſpoke thus 
the man of fin, calleth the Thef 
to remembrance of what he had ſaid to 
them about this matter when preſent with 
them. Remember ye not that when I was yet 
with you I told you theſe things ? Moſes 
forewarned Iſrael of a great apoſtaſie, that 
would be among them ; even ſuch as would 
threaten utter deſtruftion, did not God 
remember his Covenant ; and that even 
then there was ſuch a leayen working 


| anongſt them. Our Saviour foretold his 


diſciples that - falſe Chriſts and falſe Pro- 
phets ſhould ariſe, and deceive many ; and 
the Apoſtles in all their Epiſflesforetel] that 
ſ{educers and defeftions would come in 
the Church : all which is done to prevent 
the ſecurity that men are prone to, and 
that the Godly might both beware of , 
and be leſs ſtartled at ſuch things when 
they ſhould ſee them come to pals. | 
The Apoſtle adds, v. 6. and now you know 
what withholdeth, that he might be revealed in 
his time. He had told the T heſſalomans, what 
would delay the power and revelation of 
this Man of ſin for a time; that he might 
not prevail till the appointed time,and then: 
he ſhould diſcover himſelf; for he ſhould not 
get his power or ſhew his wickedneſs all at: 


once Or apparently till ſome letts be _— 
| e 
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ed out of his way, but ſhould ſecretly in- 
ſinvate and grow by degrees till he ſhould 
come to his full ſtrength. 

Ver. 8. For the Myſtery of iniquity doth 
already work, only he who now letteth wall 
lett , untill he be taken out of the way. 
Ver. 8. And thenſhall that wicked be revealed. 
The Apoſtle ſaw that there was even in his 
days ſome beginnings of this. Man of fin, 
ſome tendency toward the great apoſtaſlie ; 
but it was ſecret and a myſtery of iniquity ; 


this 1s another. character of this apoftaſie ; - 


viz. that it ſhould be myſterious, and un- 


der fair pretences. Chriſt and the true . 


doctrine of Salvation are, mn # worltas 
wv5hewy, the myſtery of god- 
x Tim. 1. 16. linels,and the apoſtaſie from 


this faith is puSHnews THs &ve- © 


ules, a myſtery of iniquity. The great 
Whore? Rev. 17. 5. had a name Written 
in her forehead, Myſtery, Babylon the great, 


. . a oc 
the Mother of Harlots, and abominations 


of the earth. Though ſhe ſhould be both 
- unclean and wicked her i{clt,and the author 
of it to all the earth, yet it ſhould be under 
fair pretences in a myſtery. Some travel- 
lers have obſerved amongſt 

Du Moul.accom. Other antiquities at Rome, 
of proph.Rev.17, taat there are ſhewn ſome 
| ancient Miters - of former 
Re - = PoPcs, 


_ 
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| Popes, that have the word Myſterium in 


Golden characters upon the front of. them; 


] as if ſhe had been ambitious to have the 


| prophecie verified of her ſelf. The Apo- 
ſtle alſd, 1 Tim. 4.-3- faith that the a- 
poſtaſie of the latter times ſhoKd be 
brought about by men, that talk lies in 
Hypocriſie, forbidding to marry, and to 
eat certain meats, &c. This plainly points 
out the Church of Rome. The Heathens, 
Jews and Turks are open and profeſſed e- 
nemies. of Chriſt , but the Pope is a ſecret 


| and myſtical enemy that betrays Chriſt with 


a kiſs and under the pretext of friendſhip, 
Their pretences are ſuch as theſe. 

bs Thar the Popes abſolute power is 
for the honour of Chriſt ; that it was fit 
'that hethat is Lord of Lords and King 
of Kings, ſhould haye a ſervant or Deputy 
on earth , who ſhould have Soveraign 

ower over all perſons and cauſes: That 
1is Church ſhould not be ſubject to ſecu- 
lar men and temporal Princes, but to one 
wwho is Chriſt's immediate -Vicar. They 
fay it is not fit the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhould be under the power of men of this 
world , or, that they ſhould judge of 
Eccleſiaſtical cauſes or diſpoſe of Eccleti- 
aſtical imployments , but that all ſhould 
be managed by a ſpiritual Court and 


ſpiritual perſon. 2. Ihe 
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2. They ' Fretend the benefit of the 
Church. Ir is neceſſary , they ſay , that 
as the Church is one body on earth, though 
diſperſed in all quarters, fo it ſhould have 
one viſible Head, who ſhould be the fountain 
of Unity, that he ſhould have ſupreme 
and abſolute power to judge all perſons , 
and to determine all caſes, to prevent 
diviſions and topreſerve Unity, to main: 
tain the doCtrine and worſhip of the Goſ- 
pel, and toprevent or redreſs errors and 
corruptions; and that things may be ma- 
naged with ſafety, it is neceſſary this Head 
ſhould be infallible ; who may neither be 
ſubject to deceiye,or be deceived : for what 
end ſhall there 'be of Queſtions and con- 
troverſies in Religion, or in Ciyil matters? 
How ſhall Hereſtes , Schiſms, Wars- and 
Seditions be prevented, it there be not a 
ſuprerpe infallible head and judge, whoſe 
authority and deciſion may put anend to 
ail ſtrife and lead intoall truth? © 

3. They pretend great care of the peo- 
ples Salvation. They take away the Scrip- 


tures from them, for fear they ſhould pro- 


Phane them by uſing them in common 
diſcourſe ; or fall into error and Hereſies 
by miſtaking the meaning of them 3; or be 
Pufted up wh knowledge, and fo be diſ- 
obedient to their teachers, and run into 
| Sects 
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Sets & diviſions; therefore they give them 
Images,Crucifixes &c. which they call Lay- 
mens books to ſtir up their deyotion, with. 
out danger of making them heady or high- 
minded ; they allow them little preach- 
ing, and celeberate all:the worſhip of God 
in an unknown tongue, that the people 
may not grow light: and prophane; and 
that they may {till admire what they un- 
derſtand not, ignorance being the beſt mo? 
ther of devotion ; and for the greater 
ſecurity and eaſe they teach them impli- 
citely to believe what the Church believes, 
and that being infallible they cannot be- 
lieve amiſs, eſpecially when they know 
not in particular what: ſhe believeth, nor 
can call her faith into Queſtion, 

4. They pretend great devotion and 
zeal to Gods worſhip 5 ſpiritual knowledge, 
pious affeftions, ſpiritual worſhip, ſuch 
as teaching the word, prayer, and uſe 
of plain Sacraments as Chriſt appointed 
them, they think are mean ii!» titead 
of theſe they build Temples, 2urn Images, 
adore the bread in thc Euchariſt, offer in- 
cenſe, Tapers,and many gifts, as | 
more real deyotion. The Coun- conc. Trid, 
cil of Trent commands that the Sf. 25. 
Prieſts ſhonJd carefully. teach 
the people the right uſe of Images, which 

are 
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are to mind them of their Saints, their | 


virtues, and miracles and ſufferings, thar 
they may be ftirred up thereby to the 
imitation of them. Their worſhip of the 
Virgin is devotion to her Son ; and their 
praying to Saints and Angels is honour 
to God whoſe ſervants they are : and the 
Pomp and riches of the Pope and his 
Biſhops is to preſerve the Goſpel in honour, 
gnd religion: from contempt. 

5. They pretend great mortification, 
They have frequent faſts at leaſt, from 
fleſh and ſome ſorts. of food to curb 
keep down the fleſh as they pretend. 
Their yoluntary penance, whippings, pil- 
grimages to remote places, confeſſing all 
their ſins to a Prieſt, and craving his ab- 
ſolution,and all to ſhew their ſorrow for ſin, 
and to break them off from it more ſure- 
Iy than the plain Spiritual means of the 
word «ad prayer. It is thought great ſelf- 
denyal to forſake the world ,, to live in 


wilderneſſes and Monaſteries,to vow fingle- 


life, and to refrain thoſe comforts and im- 


ployments which God hath both allowed 


and commanded. 
6. They pretend great humility. It is 


humility in them to be ſubject. to their | 


iuperiours, eſpecially the Pope , againſt 
their own reaſon and conſcience,” and to 
obey 


I 
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| obey all the commands and ordinances of 
their Church without preſuming to inquire 
into the reaſon of them, or to prove them 
by Scripture. They account it preſump- 
tion to pretend to aſlurance of Salyation, 
and great humility to live and dye in 
doubt ; but eſpecially that the beſt of them 
muſt not pretend to go to Heaven but 
through long ſuffering the pains of Purga- 
tory, and the help of the prayers of the 
Church on earth, and of the merits of the 
Church in Heaven. 

7. Thcy pretend great care to have 
the Miniftery pure and induſtrious, there- 
fore they allow them not to marry, be- 
cauſe ( ſaid Pope Ciricins) they that are in 
the fleſh cannot pleaſe God : and that be- 
ing free from the cares of a family, they 
may wholly attend upon their Miniſtry : 
and leſt the ſervice of Pariſh Prieſts ſhould 
| Not be ſufficient, they have multitydes of 
Monks and Friars to help them in private, 
and whoſe prayers and private Maſſes are 
always going for the benefit of the Church. 

Thus they have plauſible pretences for 
all their doctrines and practices ; neverthe- 
leſs 'it 13 a myſtery; of iniquity in every 
particular. 

3. The univerſal power the Pope claimeth 
1s only to ſet up himſelf and his own inſt!- 

” | 2 tutions; 
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tutions ; therefore he taketh upon him all 
the ſtate and grandeur of the Roman 
Emperours, even the proudeſt of them : 


_ he gives away Kingdoms when Kings 


any way diſpleaſe him, though they be 
very religious towards God; and when 
he can make any advantage, He ſets Chri- 
ſtian Kings at war with each other, and 
taketh the unjuſteſt part, ſo it be the 
ſtrongeſt ; yea himſelf raiſeth War. and 
driveth Princes out of their dominions to 
increaſe the riches of the Church, or to 
preferr his own Nephews and kindred : 
This was notorious in Fxliws 2 and ma- 
ny of his predeceſlours ; he maketh the 
Emperours {wear allegiance to him; and 
the Biſhops at their conſecration uſe to 
{wear to maintain Regalia ſantts Petri, the 
royalties of Saint Perer. 

2. The pretence of infallibility is only 
{© :2irfanthority to himſelf, that he may 
<vinr:and and do what he pleaſeth in the 
worid: it 1s uſed only todraw people into 
ſeditions and maſlicres, to patronize any 
unjuſt actions or claims , when the Pope 
giveth away the right of a King or other 
perſon, when he diſſobvets Lawtul marrl- 
ages, or giveth diſpenſat:::ns to contract 
unlawful Matrimony ( as .:<twixt Uncle 
and Niece in Philip 2. of Spain, or Derwixt 

>xother 
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Brother and brothers Wife as at this day 
in Portugal, the former husband yet living, 
and the like when he forgives all manner 
of ſins, when he maketh ( as his Canons 
give him leave) juſt things unjuſt,and finsto 
be duties, then he maketh uſe of his pre- 
tended infallibility, and never but in ſuch 
caſes : for the Popes neyer do nor never 
will determine or end ariy controverſie in 
religion, for fear of loſing one part of the 


- contenders. There is a great difference 


among themſelyes, betwixt the Dominicans 
and 7eſwites , about the immaculate .con- 
ception of the Virgin Mary; Philip the. 2 
and 3. of Spain did for many years toge- 
ther by their Embaſſadours earneſtly ſol- 
licite the Popes to uſe their Infallibility 
and degide the controyerſie, but they could 


' Never obtain ir. The Adoliniſts and Tan- 


ſeniſts contend as earneſtly about free-will 
and effectual grace z Clement 8. wgs intrea- 
ted to decide the controverlie He ap- 
pointed a Congregation of Cardinals, and 
karned men to conſider of 'it, but when 
they had had fourſcore meetings'and difſ- 
putations about it under Clement 8. an1 
Paul 5. the buſineſs was fairly laid aſide 
and no determination made. T[anocent the 
1c. being deſired to determine the mat- 
ter of the five propoſitions, relating to the 

"3 _ jame 
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ſame dofrime' of the Fanſeniſts, firſt ho-: 
neftly told them that he never {tndied Di- 
nity in his life ,: and he was now too old 
to begin 5 The 'eſwites: at Iait having pre- 


vailed with him to condemn thoſe propo- 


ſitions without reaſon'why, or any expli- 
cation in what manner, -or ſenſe, {ie con- 
demned them ; he afterwards told the Zan- 
wiſts that defend<d theſe propo- 
Sarft.anor, ſitions(as one of themrelates)that 
Journal. he had not condemned the Yo-- . 
__  Arrine of St. Auguſtine which they 
maintained;and fo left the rwo patties at as 
great ſtrife as h>fore, whatdoCtrine it was 
which ,was condemned and which was ap-- 
proved by the Pope. + 00 
.3. They take away the Scriptures from 
the people meerly to keep them in» 1gno-- 
rance, that they may guide and govern 


y 


_ them the hetter at their own pleaſure. 


What if*%ome be gluttons and ſurteit ?. 
Muſt therefore all men he deprived of their: 
neceſlary meat and drink? God gave his 
Faw that men might know how totear and 
ſerve him ; but the Pope pretends they 
may ſerve God better without knowledge. 
Why do they not try what effect the 
reading of the Scriptures will have. upon 
people? Are not their Clergy and Scho- 
lars as-likely to abuſe the Scriptures, to 
| | pervert 
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pervert them, to fall into-errors and de 
tend them by Scripture, as the common 
people ? But they puniſh it with death in 
the people to have the Bible ,/ or any part 
of jt in their own tongue ; and teach that 
unplicite faith is better than explicite , 
and ignorance than knowledge ' for the 
common people, yea they labour to bring 
the people into an ill opinion and ſuſpi- 
cigp of the Scriptures ; tell:ng them they 
are obſcuxe and cannot be underſtood , 
they have many ſences and like a noſe of 
wax may be turned many ways, therefore 
they cannot find the right meaning, yea 
imperfect and cannot teach them all they 
are toxnow and do as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. Beſides the Conncil of 

Trent authorizeth onlythe vulgar Sv. 4. 
Latin edition of the Bible for 
authentick, by which all things muſt be 
fried, though their own men ackaowledge 
that Tranſlation to be moſt corrupt and 
falſe, and one of them ſaith, he 
In his edition had mended- eight 
thouſand faults ; ſo that they 
would allow even their Clergy as little 
knowledge as they can. _ 

4: They give the people images, and 
the . Hoſt ro worſhtp, to take- them off 
from the ſpiritural —— and worſhip 

2 of 
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of Jeſus Chriſt, ro make them content # 


without the Bible,to bring them into ah ad- 
mtration of the Saints,thet they only make 
and canonize, to lead them into all ſuper- 
ftition for the gain of rhe. Pope and- h13 
Clergy : for waat may they not do with 
the people, when they: have perſwaded 
them to take a bit of bread*for their God , 
to offer their prayers to itocks and ſtones 
inſtead of their maker, or to think Y-4t 
heis pleaſed when they do fo? When people 
will take their Mediators, and” interceſſors 
with God , of the Popes: appointment , 
and ſuffer themſelves to be cheated ofthe 
knowledge of their Redeemer ; when they 
will content themſelves with offering 1n- 
ccnſe, tapers, Latin prayers and the like, 
as their ſacrifices to God (which He: never 
commanded and they underſtand not) and 
be taken off from hearing. Gods word , 
and fron» praying with underſtanding , 


- when they have brought the people to ſuch 


a paſs, they may command them what they 
Pleaſe : and this is all they aim at to* have 
them take their religion wholly iromthe 
Pope not from the Scriptures; that ſo they 
may be perfectly ſubje& to his will. 

5. ETnelr practices of morti cation are 
only to encreaſe the authority : of their 
Church and Clergy; therefore they muſt 

= confeis. 
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confeſs 'to a Prieſt and have his- abſolr- 
tion, that every one may be obliged to have 
his confe{i>ur, and hereby the Prieſts both 
aget mony, and alio know the tempers, 11- 
clinations,. and ſecrets of all the pcople ; 
and ſo can teach and nie ther, fer their 
own purpolcs : tioic that are devout, they 
lay great penances on them , that by the 
ſhew of ſtrictneſs and bolinels tney may al- 
lure the ſimple; 1t they be victoutly. 1t- 
clined, they grant them eaiic pardon, and 
.1ve them great liberty, cit they ſhoukl 
fright them from the'r commuriNg, and 
that they may increcic their hatred againſt 
the Proteſtants that pretend to m:e itrict- 
neſs. The Prieſts from Contefltons pick 
al} inſtruments for their ſeycral. purpoſes, 
ſome women for Nazs.,and ſome toc Harlnote; 
ſome men for Scholars., ſome for & ito 
of ſkridtneſs, ſome. to dehauch ogners, and 
ſome to murder Princes, and overturn 
Kingdoms ; their, penances ſerve only wn 
.Infdave--men to the Prieſts; ther falls i 
; but mockeries, ſeeing men may eat.any Wo 
but fleſh, and that which comes imme. 
ately of i it, as freely as they will ; yet this 
.teaches them obrdience to the Church, 
.that they.ſhould.doasſhe. commands : hence 
Bellarmin makes two ſorts of falls, 7 Fejunium 
.Vietuthsy f Fejunium. Eccleſie, A Fait of 
RY "devotion 
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devotion, and a faſt of the Church, which 
1s obſerved only becauſe ſhe preſcribes it, 
and ſuch are moſt of theirs. Their pilgri- 
mages bring great gain to thole that Keep 
the Shrines they cometo viſite ; their whip- 
pings and auſterities are to cheat their own 
Conlciences, and other men with ' a ſhow 
of mortification, when all the world knows 
they that make light of fornication, allow 
News, diſpenſe with vows and marriages 
at pleaſure , and can forgive any fins tor 
money, do neither teach nor practile real 
 mortification. 

6. Their humble ſubje&tion to their ſu- 
periours which they call Blind obedience, 
| Cacan obedientiam , is a manifeſt trick to 
bring the people into abſolute ſubjection to 
their Clergy,and the Clergy tothe Pope: up- 
on this pretence the Friars and 7efuires dal- - 
Iy ſend their Emiſlaries to murder Kings, to 
divide Nations, to ſpread Hereſies, to take 

-upon them all manner of diſpuiſes, to take 
| Hny Oaths or proteſtations to carry on their 
deſigns > they teach men to doubt of their 
Salvation while they live, that they may 
ſtill depend upon the Prieſt to confeſs and 
be abſolved, that they may be ftill under 
his command and correction, in appoint- 
ing new ſuperſtitions and penances ;' and 
therel ore do they teach Purgatory _ 
| their 
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their death, that. the Pope and-his Prieſts 
may {till keep them in their power, and. 
'et money for Maſſes ,- prayers, and Ca- 
nonizations. - © hs WE 
.. 7. They forbid their Clergy. to marry, 
nor from- zeal for holineſs and purity , 
C keing they allow, them fornication!) 
but that having no families to ;care- for , 
-Nor any interc{t. of their own iu the world, 
the Popes intercit may becoine theirs, and 
their only care may eto advance and ferve 
him; thatthereby they ali»may be advan- 
.ced and domineer in their places; by this . 
means alſo they are, wade u:natural,:refo- 
1ote and cruel, to, proſecute the Popes de- 
Hgns, lize the Turks Janizaries, being 
kept from thoſe relations which.Iweeten 
mens tempers and excite natural affection; 
alſo having no wives andchildre.. to 1ioyvide 
for, they may-more deſperatcl,, veituere 
their lives and their eſtates for The ſervic 
.of ther Chord... Eo 
Their Friars make a ſhew , of great de- 
;votion .,, renouncing. the world, begging 
alms of the people, going in. mean hahir, 
 :bare-fqoted ſome of them, yet they get all 
"they can from the people for. alles and 
Prayers » . their Abbots, many, are. Lords, 
'Jive ſplendidly, in Exgland they had ahove 
athird part of the land, and that the beſt, 
Ws | G 4 | AS 
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as was made appear-to King Henry gh, 
but theſe wholly. are at the Popes devotion 3 
of theſe he'can raiſe Armies, from them he 
Can exact vaſt ſums of money, he can make 
{ſtrong parties 1n any Nation againſt their 
Prince, he can turn people which way he 
pleaſes ; Ina word; his unmarried Clergy, 
and Regulars, make him a Monarch, they 
are his Populus virorum, Intirely at his de- 
 yotion, having no poſterity nor perſonal 
concerns to care for : For if his Clergy 
had wives and children, they muſt love 
them, .proyide tor them, diſpoſe of them in . 
marriage , and fo be neighbourly, oblige 
the people, pleaſe their Princes and Go- 
 vernours, contract affinities, and ſo they 
would be concerned in the ſafety, peace, 
proſperity of the Nations and places they 
live in, and would not be at the Popes 
beck, owat his call upon all occaſions. 

Thus we ſee the whole deſign of Popery 
10Gveth in this; That men ſhould take their 
religion ſrom the Pope and his Clergy, that 
fo they may rule, as ſole Lords, both in 

ſpirituals and temporals. 

_'* We are next to enquire what it was 
'that letted or hindred Antichriſts ap- 
Sib for a one's He that lertcth will Lil 
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- The Apoffle ſaith, this myſtery of ini- 
quity was working in his time, therefore it - 
could not be the religion of Mabomet , 
| which was not heard of till about the year 
of our Lord 622. Much leſs Heatheniſm 
or Judaiſm which were then the eſtabliſh 
religions of the world > nor yet the pe. 
neral oppoſition of the body of the wicked 
againſt the godly; which the Rhemiſts 
would have underſtood by myſti- 
cal Babylon ;, for this is alwaies rhe. mn 
minifell 1 the ſeed of the fer- Rev. 19. 
pent doth always oppoſe the ſecd 
of the woman : but the Apoitle ſaw an 
aſpiring ſpirit in the Biſnops and Charch 
of Rome, which he knew would in time 
bring the whole Church under their yoak ; 
this was occaſioned by Rome's being the 
Metropolis of the world , and the ſeat of 
the Empire, which as it dreyy all civil 
affairs and ſu YTeme Jurxdiction to that 
place, {o did it inſenſibly draw the admi- 
ration, reſpe&, and cauſes of all Churches 
to the: guides of that Church, which the fol- 
lowing Biſhops challenged-as their due, and 
ſo gave occaſion for the conception of 
the Man of fin. J'i&or the 14 Biſhop of © 
. Rome about the year 170. excommunicated 
all theEaftern Churches for not keeping, Ea- 
ter on the ſame day that he did. Soon after 

--, mand 


[- 106 ] 
him Corelius and Stephen ſucceſſively took 
upon them with great pride to determine ' 


cauſes belonging to the Churches of A. | 


Frick,while-Cyprian was Biſhop of Carthage , 
of which he complains in his Epiſtles to 
them. Pope Sylveſter by his Legats in the 
*CouncH of Nice an. 325. obtained power 
over all thoſe regions called Suburbicarie 
which were ſubject to the Prefect of Rome, 
and from that time the Biſhops of Rowe 
holdly challenged the primacie of all 
Churches, and drew all cauſes and appeals 
£0 themſelves, though not without oppoſi- . 
gion from the Biſnops in Auguſtines time. 
The Council of Sardica having made a 
Canon that all dofrines ſhould be tried }. 
by the Biſhop of Rome, meaning it only 
for that time when Rowe was a bulwork a- 
gainlſt the Arians ; ſeveral Roman Biſhops, 
Celeſtine, Boniface. and Innocent the firſt 
thruſt this Canon into the Council of Vice, 


and pretended that by authority of thar' | 


venerable Council, the Tryal of all doctrines 
and cauſes was given to them;and whenthe 
Biſhops of Conſtantinople challenged a parity 
with the Biſhops of Kame,, becauſe that 
City was made new Rome , and the'Seat of 
the Empire in the Eaſt, Pope Leo's Legates 
proteſted againlt it in theConncil of Chalce- 
dew Ann. 450. Thus the ambition of Rowe 

= diſcoye- 
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- diſcovered 1t ſelf apace, but it could not 


yet. attain its end, becauſe ſomewhat till 
hindred, and this was the Roman Empire, 
which divers antient Fathers witneſs to 
have been'the Apoltles meaning, by him 


that letteth ;, ſaying that he did not ex- 


preſly mention the Empire left he ſhould 
give offence by ſpeaking of the fail of that * 


Empire which they preſumed ſhould Jaſt 


for ever, inſomuch that Roma eterna eters 
nal Rome was always written upon tte 
Statue of a woman that repreſented that 
City,and e/Ztermitas Ve rim, your eternity, 
was a preſumptuous title of ſome of the 
Emperours ; they add thar. the Primitive, 
Church uſed to pray for-the continuance 
of the Roman Empire, -for this reaſon-a- 
monelt others, that the coming, and per- 
ſecutions of Antichriſt might thereby he 
deferred : and, Hierome who lived to fe 
the Empire decay apace, an the City 
taken by Alarick the Goth, ſaid thereup- 
on, Qui detinet fir de medio, & nonintelligi- 
mus Antichriſtum adeſſe ? He that letterh 
is taken out of the way, and do we not 
underſtand that Antichriſt mult be at hand? 
The Rhemiſts would fain avoid 

this interpretation though they 71.10cam. 


make nonſenſe of the place ; but | 
- the Papiſts generally acknowledge -the 


Empire 
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Empire tobe that which letted the diſcovery 
of Antichriſt ; and Bellarmine would proye 


that Antichriſt 1 is not yet come, becauſe 
there is ſtill a Roman Emperour, »:z. the 
.Emperour of Germany who hath the titles 
of Roman Caſar & Auguſtus * , but hehath . 
the empty title only , and is the Popes 
Vaſlal, receiving his Crown from him,ſfwear- 
ing fealty to him, and is by him appoint- 


' £d Defenſor Eccleſie, not to rule the Em- 


pire, but defend the Church of Rome : 
'That.the. Empire of Rome is here intended 
is maniſeſt by this, becauſe that held the 
ſupreme dominion , and therefore the Bi- 
ſhops could not obtain it, till the Empire 
was aboliſht: -the Heathen Emperours aop- 
preſſed and deſtroyed the whole Church, 
and in particular the Biſhops and Church - 
of Reme who were neareſt to them, ,and-the 
Chriſtian Emperours not only kept the 
£ivil power in their own hands, but alſo 


' called and preſided in Councils, approved. 


and confirmed the elections of all Biſhops, 
and thoſe of Rome more eſpecially , and 
removed thoſe Biſhops whom they liked 


- Not, at their pleaſure; till this Juriſdiftion 


was abrogated, the Pope could not : get into | 
His hands' the ſupremacie either in Eccle- 
fiaſtical or civil matters. The event alſo 
Expounds the Text ; for by thoſe degrees 

. Thar 
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the Empire declined, the Biſhop of Rowe 
afcendedthe throne, as it followeth in the 
Text, v. $. Then ſhall that wicked be revea- 
kd &c. © gr u@&., that wicked or lawleſs 


. Perſon ;, when the reſtraint and laws of 


the Emperours were taken off, then was the 
time for the lawleſs perſon to appear, who 
profeſſeth himſelf ſubject to no law, bur 
above all humane and divine. The remoy- 
ing the imperial ſeat from: Rome to Byzan- 
trum by Conſtantine the Great gave the firſt 
advantage to the aſpiring minds of thoſe 
Biſhops , for-then.the eyes of all were up- 
on them inſtead of the Emperours, then 
they diſdained to come to Councils, and 
{ent- Ambaſſadours jn.their names, two or 
three at a-time in Princely manner, then 
they cried up the dignity and primacy of 
Peter, and of the Apoſtolick See, and in: 
ſinuated themſelves into the affairs of ai} 
Churches; again when Rome w# ſackt by 
the Goths and Vandals ,, and the Empe- 
Fours Power decayed in Traly, the Biſhops 
of Rome aſſumed more authority to them- 
{ctves, and were ready to comply with bar- 
barians and invaders againſt their natural 


_ andChriſtian Prince to increaſe their own 


power.” When Odoacer had taken Remeand 


made himſelf King of Traly, Pope Gelaſins 
joyned-with him,. called a Council of feyen- 


ty 
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Ty Biſhops at Rome, and preſided'in it in 
/the preſence of the nſurper, Azz. 570. Af- 
ter this when the Imperial race was al- 
moſt extinguiſhe in the Eaſt by the impi- 
ous Tyrant Phocas, Boniface 3. readily 
joyns with him, writes flattertng letters to 


him, and obtained of him the long deſired 


title of univerſal Biſhop, A. - 606. And 
now the Emperours are beholding to the 
| Biſhops of Reme, to hold their dominion 
1n Jaly ;, yet this was a Clog to them 
that their election mult be approved by the 


Emperours; when therefore they had pre-. 


vailed with Conſtantine 4. to releaſe them of 
this obligation,and to grant, that whom the 
Senate and people of Rome choſe, he ſhould 
be received as Pope- without asking the 
Emperours conſent, then they had perfeCt- 
ty ſhaken off the yoak; and the following 
Popes,Gregory the 2.aud 3.excommunicated 
2. Empe&ours, Philippicus and Leo, for op- 
poſing Image worſhip, abſolved their Sub- 
jects from their Oath of allegiance, and 
raiſing war againſt them, finally drove them 
out of 7raly about the year 750. Yet the 
Lombards troubled the Pope, till he called 
in Pjpin. who ſubdued them, and his Sons 
Charles the great, who put an end to their 
Kingdom. And now the Pope was Lord of 
Iraly, and giveth Charles the title okRoman 

_ Emperoury 
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Enperour, and after about 6 generations- 
- he transferred it to the Germans. And now 
the Pope had a new and his laſt difficulty ; 
theſe German Emperours challenged the: 
confirmation of the Popes eleftion and the 
inveſting of all Biſhops within their 
dominons, but the Pope was grown ſo- 
ſtrong,. that by plain force and continu- 
all wars he at laſt compelled the Empe- 
rours to renounce all power over the Popes, 
and Jraly it ſelf, to reſign the inveſtiture 
of all Biſhopricks to the Pope , yea to 
have his own election confirmed by the 
Pope, and to hold his Crown as his gift, 
which was principally managed though nct 
finiſhed by Hildebrand,Pope Gregory 7.about 
the year 1077. And now the man of ſin was 
revealed indeed and come to maturity, and 
from his time divers learned men of every 
nation declared and proved the Pope to be 
Antichriſt,andever ſince the Pope hath filled? 
all the Weſ# with wars, Maſſacres and the. 
private murders of his inquiſition, to uphol& 
the power he had ſo honeſtly gotten : he 
hath -alſs made attempts ypon the Ezſters 
Churches, and he gained ſome power over 
them while the Latires reigned in Conftantie 
zople,but that. fell with them, and the Eaſt 
hath been oppreſſed by the Turk as the Weſt 
by. the Pope, though not altogether in 1o- 
| terrible 
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terrible a manner; for he for money grants. 
the Chriſtians their Churches and exerciſeof 
their religion, but the Pope will ſuffer none 
to live that will not ſubmit to him. 

It may juſtly be a wonder how 1t was 
Pollible - the Biſhops of Rome , many: of | 
them mean and inferiour men, and many 
moſt ftagitious,could poſſibly attain'ſo great 
power and dignity, LED» 

. It was a myſtery, ſaith'the Apoſtle, - of 

it was done infenſibly. At firſt the Biſhops ' 
of Romewere eminent for parts, piety, /and 
ſufferings, as uſually ſuch men are preferred 

and imployed in great, eſpecially Metropo- 
hieical Cities 3 this gained them great credit 
with all Churches, and beth Miniſters and: | 
people had them in great veneration, and 
aelired their judgement and counſel in 
weighty caſes; then the Emperours, new- 
ly bexome Chriſtian, -thought they could: 
not beſtow honour and power enough up= 
on the Church, eſpecially on the Imperial 
ſeat ;'they granted them their Courts , 
their Apparitors, and attendance, witlz 
Jeave to: all Chriſtians to bring their caules 
tg, their Courts; this made them Petrie 4 
Princes 3 then they chalienged the right | 
of appeals from all Churches, though, op- 
poſed and ' ſhamefuily foiled by the, 
Churches of Africh,; they would {Forte 
| _ ally 
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any perſons and cauſes into their patronage; 
the more unjuſt, the better ſor them ; for: 

| perſons having no. hope - of. 
redreſs in their own Churches, wholly 
relied upon the Popes authority, and he 
to increaſe his authority would do his ut-. 
moſt for them; and this was the reaſon 
why the Popes of Rome, who long main-. 
rained the true doctrinal-worſhip,at length 
t up image worſhip, Tranſubſtantiation, 
nd all the reſt of. their ſuperſtitions, 42x. 
ecauſe the: promoters .and defenders of 
theſe corruptions fled to the Popes autho- 
rity to ſhelter themſelves from the pow-. 
er and cenſure of the ſounder part of the 
Church , and the Pope ſtill fided with the 
worſt that. thereby he might oppreſs thole 
who would not acknowledge his nniverſfa- 
lity and. ſupremacy ; at laſt the-Pope hav- 
ing by theſe . means inſinuated into the 
minds and affeCtions of. the worſt , but. 
greater part , he did by force eſtabliſh his. 
throne above all, and by- force he hath 
kept it : moreover the ſloth and ignorance 
of many in the miniſtry, -and the .pride of 
others, who ſought to adyance themſelves, 
by advancing the Pope,did not a little con- 
tribute to his power, alfothe-confuſions 
of the Empire by the myaſions-of the Bar-, 
barians mnch helpt it forwards, for they. 
: H OVeCTr- 
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cverturned the government, deſtroyed the 
more knowing people, in themſelves being 
both Pagans and void of all learning, re- 
ceived Religion from the Pope and ſuper- 
ſtition together, and ſuffered themſelves to 
be inſlayed by him, under:the pretence of 
obedience to Chrilt and his chief Apoſtle 
St. Peter ,. and his ſucceſſours, and their 
| ns” Princes ſuffered their people to be 
eceived, and were deceived themſelves 
by theſe plauſible arts; inſomuch that they 
gave up their power to that Roman beaſt, 
and thought it good ſervice to Chriſt,yhen 
they- could ſerve his pretended Vicar : "tis 
reported that 30 Kings and Queens of Eng- 
land have left their Kingdoms and gone 
to Rome to ſee St Peters fucceſſour and to 
die there. A fair warning to Princes and 
magiſtrates to maintain their own power, 
and the dignity of their places; and to all 
Miniſters to look to their own charge ; and 
to the people to be ſubject to their own 
paſtours, and to take heed of admiring 
and hearkning after others ; if this had 
been done, the Pope had neyer got thz 
Chair. _. | 
_ Hitherto the Apoſtle hath given the de- 
ſcription of Antichriſt, and foretold his 
intolency, and Tyranny over the Church, 


to teach Chriſtians whar to expect, and 
: | . to 
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to arn themſelves with »patience and cou- 
rarge. Now to prevent deſponding he fore- 
tels Inis deftruction, v. 8. Whom the” Lord 
ſhall comfeme _ with the ſpirit of his month, 
and ſhall deſtrov with the brightneſs of his 
coming. The deitruction of this man of 
ſin is as certain to be'in-due time, as his 
coming was : the Lord ſhall conjume him 
Cc. oy 0 KveC aAVLAGWTH ;, as this wicked 
one Is in ſpecial manner an enemy to Chriſt, 
ſo Chriſt will ſet himſelf to deſtroy him, 
will conſume, utterly. deſtroy, as Armies 
lay waſt a Country that they invade ; the 
means by which he will do it, is by the 

ſpirit of his mouth, z. e. his 'word » AC- 
companied by his ſpirit ; -and we may ob- 
ſerve, that no other means have been very 
ſucceſsfu], either to hinder the growth , or 
to haſten the ruine of the man of tin : the | 
Eaſtern Emperours with all their power 
oppoſed the' Gregories, and in the Weſt the 
Othos , Fredericks and Henries oppoſed the 
Popes in their time, but all to their own 
deſtrufion ; the people being bewitcht, 
and Princes roo,by the inchantments of the 
Great Whore ; but when the appointed 
time was come, a few inconfiderable men, 
Luther and his fellows, only by preaching, 
the word, in the ſpace of abont 40. years 


rent - from the Pope half his Empire, and 
H 2 weak- 
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weaxned him in ail the remaining parts al» 
{o; many 1n all -Gountries ,receiving tne 
knowledge of the truth , and both Princes 
and people that ſtill adhere to him ſtanding 
in much leſs fear of him, and paying him 
much leis homage and ſubjeCtion than be- 
fore : Again 1ince the firſt reformation , 
| though powerful Princes and many Nations 
have 1mbraced the Goſpel, and have'made 
ſome attempts by power and arms to pro- 
note 1t,and have had ſome very fair oppor- 


tunities(as when Hez.the 4.4 Proteſtant was 
made King of Fraxce,and conquered all his 
oppolers; andin the late German wars) yet 
nothing conſiderable hath been done, but as 
ro particular perſons there hath rather been 
2 loſs in this laſt age, and a great indifferency 
hath grown upon the Proteſtant Churches, 
Thetime when this ruine ſhall be conſumma- 
ted is here exprelt, by the brightneſs of his 
commg, Ti 6H1Qavels, Ths Taguones duTs, by the 
appearance of his preſence ; as the man of 
ſin was'conceived,born and grew up by de- 

grees,fo he hath been,and gradually ſhalt be 

deſtroyed. 

1. Chriſt by his word and ſpirit preſery- \ 
cd a ſelect number in all times that oppo 
{ed him, and bore Teſtimony againſt him 
oth by word and {ufferings 3 {ome Princes, 
tome learned, Many both of the Clergy. 

an 
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and people proteſted againſt the encroach- 
ments and impoſitions of the Popes, whilit 
they were contending for the univerfal Em- 
pire of the Church ; and when they had 
gained it and thought all ſur2,about. 4m. 
1160, God raiſed theWalderſes and Albi- 
genſes 'to bear witneſs againſt them, 
who ſpread themlelvyes into France, Ttaly , 
Bohemia, Auſtria, England, and could 
never be extinguiſh, till ther doctrine ſwal- 
lowed upa great part of Popery, as Miſes's 
Rod did thole of the Magicians. Thus it 
was propheſied, Rev. 14. 1——=6. v. that 
there ſhonld be one hundred forty four 
thouſand under the Tyranny of the beaſt 
who kept themlelves undehiled, Virgins, who 
followed the Lamb whitherſoever he wenr, 
and kept his Fathers name in theirforehead, 
not ſubmitting to the mark of the beat. 

2. As the fall of this man of ſin, ' draws 
nearer, ſo the word hath greater ſucceſs , 
and turneth Nations and rulers to the ac- 


| knowledgement of it. God diſpenfeth his 


grace gradually according to the times he 
hath appointed : from the flood, for above 
one Thouſand years it was reſtrained moltiy. 
to the Few:ſh Nation, then our Lord ſent 
his Apoſtles to teach all Nations, but it was 
{everal hundred years before the Nations 
became Chriſtian, though there were ma- 
| tl 3 ny 
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ny Chriſtians in them, and no ſooner had 
they received the Goſpel but it began'to 
be darkned by the invalton of Pagans, 
Goths and Faadals , by the fraud and vio- 
lence of Afzbomet and his followers , and 
moſtly by errors and ſuperſtitions 1a the 
Church 1t {elf, which bred and brought 
forth the: Pope, and he ar laſt ſcaled np 
the Bible, and quite. changed Chriſtian 
religion into anew fort of Paganiſm; then 
tor about 350. years the truth was forced 
into coraers, but few received and owned it, 
I compariſon of the world that wondred 
after the beaſt ; ſmce that time whole Na- 
tions have been enlightened. 

3+ Chrift will yet more enlighten by 
the' preaching of his word, till all Nations 
{ball ſee the frauds and corruptions-of Po- 
pery and abhor them : there will come a 
time when the Kingdoms of - this world 
ſhall be the Kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever, 
Rev. 11. 15. Not only the godly , but the 
generality of men allo ſhailbclieve and ac- 
knowledge the cheats of the Pope, the 
falſe doctrines and delufions of his Mini-_ 
ſters, and ſhall no more be enticed by them, 
and they ſhall love the godly, and willing- 
ly ſubmit to the pure doctrine, worſhip 
and diſcipline of the Goſpel, though they 
have been {o unwilling to receive it hither - 
to. IO 4 Chari 
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\ 4. Chriſt will ſtir up the ſpirit of Princes 
to deſtroy Rome it ſelf and that wicked 
Polity, Rev. 17. 16. The Kings of the earth 
ſhall hate the whore and burn her fleſh with 
fire: As the Kings for their own interelt znd 
private deſigns chieily, though under a pre- 
tence of deyotion.,adyanced the Pope,til] he 
was able to tread upon al} their necks;fofome 
for their own intereſt, and by reaſon of pro- 
vocations from Rome, "ſhall i in due time be jn- 
cenſed againſt her and utterly deſtroy her. 

5. And by this means the Tyranny , 


 infinuations, and intereſts of the-Pope and 


the Princes that joyned with him, being 
removed and diflolved, the Golf; nel ſhall 
have its free paſlage, and the Church Its 
full liberty. Many learned men have inter- 
preted this place of Chriits deſtroying the 
man of ſin by the brightneſs of his coming,of 
Chriſts comingto the laſt judgement,as if the 
Pope & his Tyranny ſhould continue ar lealt 
In part till then, and be utrerly aboliſht on- 
ly by Chriſts perional coming to judgement: 


bur it is uſval in' ſcripture to expreſs great 


cha in Church or State by the coming 
and appearance of the Lord;particularly the 
deſtruction of the Fews for rejeCting Chriit,. 
is exprelt by the Prophets Feel and Afalz- 
chiein ſuch phraſes that have occaſioned ma- 
ny to interpret them of the laſt judgement; 

I 4 One 
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our Sayiour alſo, Math. 2.4, 25. ch.expreſſeth 
_ this judging of that Nation in like phraſes, - 

and calls it his coming, and commands his 
ſervants to watch and prepare for it , like- 
wiſe Rev. 6. the fiibduing of the heathen 
world to Chriſt by the Emperours recel- 
ving the Goſpel, and cſtabliſhing it for the 
Publick religion, is ſet out as if it were 
to be the end of the world, and ſuch a con- 
fternarion to (eiſe upon men as if the end of 
all things were come upon them. The Scrip- 
tures foretel in many words and with many 
circumſtances the fall- of Myſtical Babylon, 
which is Rome,and moſtly i in the ſame words 
that foretold the ruin of old Babylon, as is 
plainby comparing the 5 1: ch. of Feremzah, 
with the 18.chap. of Rev. and this is ſpoken 
both to deter men from complying with 
Rome, and ericonrage: the-god]y ro patience 
intheir ſufferings under her Tyranny;but all 
this is needleſs in a great meaſure if no more 
were intende@ than to tell the world that 
Rome and her power ſhould be deſtroyed 
when the whole world ſhould end;moreover 
It 1s propheſicd, Rev. 17, 16. that the ter 
Kings that gave their power to rhe beaſt, 1. 
{ome of them, ſhall rake the Whore, eat her 
fleſh and burn her with fire: chap. 18.2. An 
Angel again foretells that Babylon ſhould | 
be caft down With violence As 4 oreat mit-. 
6 | HE ſtore 
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ſtone into the Sea, and never Tile again , 
which wereno wonder if this were notto 
be till the end of the world. Ir 1s alſo ſaid 
v. 2; 3: as it was of old Babylon, that all 

unclean and hateful buxds ſhould lodge in. 
the ruines of Rowe : v. 4, 5. Chriſt com- 
mands his people to came out of her that 
they may not- partake of her plagues : v. 
6. they arecommanded to be the executi+ 
oners of Gods wrath upon her, and to re- 
'ward her double tor all thar ſhe hath done 
to them : v. 8, 9. ſome of the Kings that 
{till adhered to her with others of all forts 
are deſcribed to make great lamentation 0+ 
ver her, when they behold the ſmoak of her 
burning; and chap. 1g. is a triumphant Sony 
of the Church for Chriſts vitory over Ba- 
bylon, and their deliverance from her: theſe 
things are certain,and ſhow that the Church 
ſhall be delivered both from rhe {educti- 
on and perſecution of the Pope, ſome 
time before the end of the world ; and 
It is very probable thar the thouſand years 
peace of the Church foretold chap. - 20. is 
to ſucceed the fall of Reme : all other con- 
jeftures aþout it are already contuted by 
the event; and that it cannot be meant of 
heaven 'is evident from This, that Gog and 
Aagog are to make inſurreftion againft 
the Church a little þefore” The thouſand | 
Es 8 years 


F-M } 


years expireth, and the general judge- ; 


' Ment is deſcribed to follow ſoon after. 
Uſe 1. This ſhould Keep men from embra- 
cing and perſuade them to forſake the Ro- 
miſhreligion: Itisas all other carnal things 
be,a periſhing Religion;that Church Chritt 
hath promiſed to deſtroy, and that with 


a deſolation proportionable to all the mag-_ 


_ nificence and pomp ſhe hath enjoyed, with 
an overthrow that ſhall make a change as 
if the world were ending. 

2. Let the godly ſtrengthen their pati- 
ence 1n bearing all her violence and perlſe- 
cutions; there is an appointed end, Rome 
ſhall as cerrainly fall,and her power and po- 
licy be broken, as old Babylon was ruin'd, 
which was once the terror of the world , 
and had held the Empire near fourteen hun- 
dred years, longer than' Rome ſhall ; the 
blood and ſufferings of the Saints ſhall be 
revenged upon Rome abundantly, Rev. 18., 
7,*3. and they ſhall have abundant joy in 
| her deitruCtion and their own deliverance, 

> tuch as 1jrael had when they were 

elcaped out of Fgypr thorow the Red Sea, 
and ſaw al] their enemies dead on the ſhore, 
Rev. Ho 3 Yah - FE] | 

3. The godly both miniſters and people 
ſhould be encouraged to oppoſe and ſtrive 
againlt Popery to the utmoſt ;, their _ 

a 


4 


| 
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ſhall not be in vain: Chriſt will conſumeths 


man of ſin by his word in their mouths, 


and in time engape the Princes that now 
favour her to'deſtroy her ; - the preaching 
and writing of z2odly minifters, the en- 
deavours and futterings of godly people 
are fo many Teſtimonies againſt Rome, and 
do weaken her intereſt,and ſhall in time be 
ail revived and prevail for-her ruin, not. 
withitanding all her arts- and force and 
cruelties to preſerve her felt, of which we 
have aplcdge, in that by theſe means ma- 
ny Kingdoms and Nations have already for- 
{aken her. | 

4+. Though there be no power and 
ſtrength to defend the Church and the 


truth, though few ſhould be valiant for it, 


fear not, the word and ſpirit of Chriſt wall 
turn about the hearts of Princes and peo- 
ple. to hate the Whore in due time : the 
work 1s Chriits own, he hath undertaken 
it and who can reſift his ſpirit, when he 
will turn the hearts of 'men ? It ſeemeth 
that Rome ſhall have great probability of 


prevailing over the Church of Chriſt, and. 
great confidence of her own proſperity une. 


mediately before her fail, Rev. 18. 7, 8. 
She ſaith in her heart, Tſit as Queen, and 
am no Widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow, There- 
fore ſhall her plagues come -in-one day, &c- 
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even as Pharaoh did moſt diſtreſs 1/-acl,and 
was moſt-conhdent of ſucceſs the night be- 
ore his 1umn ; this very confidence of Rome 
and her Jaft rage againſt the Church wii 
engage God to its detence,and provoke the 
world to her deſtruction. 

Ver. 9. Evin him whoſe commsg 1s after 
the working »of Satan, with all power , and 
10ns and lying wonders * v. 10. And with all 
dlecervablencſs of unrighteouſneſs. 

Here are deſcribed the arts and methods 
by which the man of ſin ſhould attain his 
greatneſs and deceive the world, partly 
that we may be the more aware of him.and 
partly to fer out the power ofChriſt,and the 
efhcacy of his word ,, by whom he ſhall be 
dceftroyed, notwithſtanding all his arts and 
policics to preſerve himſelf : his coming 
Jaith the Text, y azgvore his appearing, and 
attaining ſupremacy in the Church is, a7" 
evigyney Ts £47214,according to the effectu- 
al working of the Devil; the Devil ne- 
ver ſhewed fo much art and contrivance 
in the ereCting of any power, . or State. as 
- Jn that of the Popedom ; for befides force 
the uſtial methods whereby the four for- 
mer great Monarchies were raiſed and pre- 
ſerved, which alſo the Pope made ule of, 
here are other peculiar methods ſuited 
iD the nature of a religious Monarchy , 
TS TW ir _ 
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or Tyranny under pretence of religion; 
theſe are, all power, ſigns and lying won- 
ders; which are various expreſſions of mi+ 
racles and miraculous operations to gain 
credit to their Doftrine and pretences; 
Kai or roy amr © dNxias,. With all un» 
righteous decetts and cheats 5 as Moſes ap+ 
proved and confirmed his: lIawand inſtitu- 
tions by miracles and wonders, and Chriſt 
with his Apoſtles conhrmed the Goſpel 
with ſigns and wonders and'divers miracles 
and giits of the holy. Ghoſt, Heb. 2.4. fo 
Antichriſt endeavored to prove his power, 
errors and ſuperſtitions by miracles,, ſigns, 
and: wonders; ſo the words here uſed, 
Sodyess ,, onweia, Teegra lignifie; but the dilfe- 
rence 1s great betwixt them ; the miracles 
of Moſes andthe Prophets, Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles, were real , weighty and uſeful 
things, frequent and innumerable, appa- 


rent toa!l the world, expoſed to the Try- 


al and examination of all, and fſach as 
carried an undeniable evidence, and divine 
impreſs with them ; but theſe of Antichrilt 
are lying wonders, ungodly cheats, many 
of them ridiculous trifles, of no uſe, unbe- 
ſeeming the finger of God, that are done 
in a corner, and will bear no Tryal of 
zadicious men, but are fittted only ro deceive 
the ignorait multitude, it. is not to be ſup- 

 _Þoſed 
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| poſed that Papiſts could ever work any 


real' ſign or miracle to confirm their 


falſchoods, for that were to make God him- 
ſelf (who alone is the author of true mira- 
cles ) to bear Teſtimony to a lye, and 
alſs to invalidate the Tcſtimony of mi- 
racles, when they are wrought to con- 
firm the truth, ſeeing they may be wrought 
alto to proye alye. A falle Prophet may in: 
deed give a ſign, foretell ſame future event 
by art, and God may ſuffer that ſign to come 
to pals, to prove his people whether they 
will ſtick to his word, Dev. 13. 1,2, 3. but 
he will never interpoſe his immediate 
power to work a miracle to confirm falſe 


doctrine, which wereto ſet his own ſeal to 


that which is contrary to his own'word ; 
the miracles and ſigns therefore that Pa- 
piſts pretend to, ſome of them are the meer 
works of nature , only ſtrange to the 
common people, ſome are works of art, 
Phylick, Mathemarticks, &c. ſome are meer 
tricks of Legerdemain, and ſome are more 
lies, without either ſoundation 1n the things, 
or colour of truth, many of them alſo 
are wrought by Magick-and afliſtance of 
the Devil, as when .they cauſe doleful 
cries and: howlings in the night, and ap. 
paritions of perſons deccaled , to make 


the ſimple. believe that the fouls inPurga- 
hk | tory 


a 
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tory come forth to beg prayers and Maſ: - 
ſes, which practice was, very frequent 
in Luthers time : The pretence of ſigns 
and miracles 15 peculiar to the Papilts ; 
the Turks, to whom they would turn this 
- prophecie, profeſs them not, but impoſe 

and propagate their Religion by force ; 
Chriſtians that own the Scriptures for the 
perfect rule of faith 'and manners, need 
them not, the matter of thoſe Scriptures 
having been abundantly confirmed long 
ſince by unqueſtionable miracles and . Dt- 
vine atteſtations; but the Papiſts who add 
unwritten, uncertain traditions,and the de- 
crees of Popes and Councils to the rule, have 
need to confirm them by ſigns and miracles, 
if they could;and upon thepretence of theſe 
all their chief doctrines are built, as, : 
1. Tranſubſtantiation and adoration of 
the Hoſt 3 for this they pretend ſome- 
times thatghe Hoſt hath been ſeen to bleed, 
{ſometimes that-the hand of a child hath 
been ſeen in It ; that Warthin the Saxon Ring 
in England ſeeing Chriſtians receive the 
Sacrament 1n a certain Church , went out 
and reported, that he ſaw the Chriſtians 
each one put a little ſmiling boy into 
their mouths ; ſome affirmed that they have 
ſeen a youth in a glorious ſhape fitting 
upon the Altar at or before the timeot 
| $i ' = "Tous ceicbra» 
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celebration 5 and they commonly tel us 
of Cows, Hories, 'Bees, yea and the Aſs 
of a Jew or a fleretick, adoring the Hoſt, 
and the bees building a wax chappel o- 
_ it when it was caſually loft in the 

eld. | | 


2. The worſhip of Saints ; when the 


invocation of Saints was- oppoſed in its 
beginning , and Pope Conftantine had cal- 


ted a Council at Xome to conlider on it, 


Ann. 1012. Edwin a Monk of Glouceſter 
made Oath before the. Council that the 


Virgin Hary appeared to him in a viſt- 


on 11 great glory ; commanding him to 


£0. to Rowe and tell the Pope that it was: 


the command of God that + they. ſhould 


worſhip her, pray to her. and ereft Tem- 


ples and Images in honour of her ;. upon 
this acknowledgement the Council eſta- 
bliſht the firſt decree for the invocation 


of her. and other Saints : They write 
whole Legends of Saints, their apparitions, | 
revelations,. miracles, and thele they give. 


to the people to read inſtead of the Scrip- 
tures ; they allo read the acts and Iy- 
ing wonders of their Saints , upon their 
feſtival days in their Churches, always 
concluding their fabulous narrations with 
ſich words: Let vs then learn to admire 
ſach a Saint, ler us pray to fuch a Saint, 

| wal y 
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©c. Saint Francis and his-Friars, they 
ſay, have raiſed above a thouſand men 
from the dead ; their Saints heal all man- 
ner of diſeaſes, caſt our Devils, can bring 
fire from heaven , as they report, and 

theſe are the proofs of Divine worſhip due 
to them. | | = 
3. Their worſhip of Images, and Re- 
liques of Saints; to this purpoſe they 
pretend that ſome Images do fpeak, though 
It is the Devil or the Prieſt that ſpeaks 
through them ; ſome Images nod their 

head; ſome hold - up their hand, - as if 
they did bleſs the people that pray to 
them ; Mr. Downame 1aith he ſaw an Image 
of St. Nicholasat Cheſter , who would lift 
up his hand; as if he bleſt his petitioners, 
which was done by a ſtring put through 
the arm, by which the Prieſt draw'd 
it up. Some Images have bled, they 
ſay, when they have been abuſed ; dxl- 
eaſes haye been cured and all manner of mi- 
racles done, while men have been praying 
before Images: 7 | 
' 4. Purgatory and prayers for the dead : 
The only proof of this is the apparition 


\ 


of perſons deceaſed, that complain. of 


their torments and beg Maſſes and prayers 
of their ſurviving friends to this pur- 
poſe they make greatuſe of the Vulcans 5. e. 

| | burn- 


butning Mountains in Italy, Szcily , and the. 


fmall:and great, in the graves ſay Amer. 


authority with the people. 


\ cloſe to Scripture ; Revelations and mi- 
racles are the engines of deceit, .but writ- 
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Iſles of the e/folides , where are heard 
frequent noites of divers kinds, which 
they tel} the people are the gates of Pur- | 
&atory, and the noiſes the cries of the 
tormented there. They report of one 
Birſtan Biſhop: of Wincheſter , that as he 
was walking according to his cuſtome\. 
jn the Church-yard at midnight, earneſt- \|. 
Iy praying for the fouls in Purgatory, when 
he came to thoſe words requzeſcant in pace, 
let them reſt in peace, he ſuddenly heard 
the: voices of an innumerable company , 


- 5; Their religious orders: .St. Benediit, 
St. Dominicl, St. Francis , the founders 
of- fo many Orders of Friars , and 1gnati- 
1m Loyola, the Father of the Teſuites , , all 
obtained both the honour of Saints, and 
of Founders of religious Orders by many 
pretended viſions, revelations and mira. 
cles ; and the opinion of miracles done . 
by. Friars, Monks and Nuns, 1n every ' 
generation , Is that which keeps up their 


Uſe. This ſhould warn men to cleave © 
ten truths are manifeſt and expoſed to the = 


conjideration and: Fryal of all;. and have | 
4937 10s becn 
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heen already confirmed. by - the Prophets, 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, by Very 
many and unqueſtionable ſigns -and mira- 
cles ; if men will not be content with 
this, which God hath ſo abundantly teſti- 
fied ro be his mind and will,; it is juſt 
with him to ſuffer them to be deluded ; 
if there be now any. miracles, revelati- 
ons, or extraordinary impreſſions of the 
holy ſpirit , they are of private Concern, 
for diretion or encouragement in; parti-. 
cular caſes, but they are - not | intended. 
to confirm any doctrine. or part of wor- 
ſhip ; ſigns and Tongues, and ſo other 
miracles are for them that believe. not., 
who have not received the Goſpel; but 
not to them that believe ( 1 Cor. 14,21, 
22. ) who have already been. convinced 
of the truth and fulneſs of. the Scrip- 
tures, to which God expects they ſhould. 
yield their full aſſent and obedience! 

Ver. 10, 11," 12. In them that periſh ; 
becauſe they received not the love of the trath, 
that they might be ſaved : and for: this 
cauſe God oþall ſend- thens ſtrong .. Aaelufion ,. 
that they ſhould believe a lie. that they all might... 
be damned who helieved not the truth, but had © 
pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. th - 

In, theſe words we. -bave. the. ſubject of. 
Antichriſts deluſions , thoſe on whom his... 

I 3 ſigns 
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figns and lying wonders ſhould have effe&, 
_ iz." they that periſh; though many of the 
odly may have been entangled by Popiſh 
- ſuperſtitions, yer none receive them 
throaghly, or give up themſelves to them, 
but thoſe thar are to periſh. Rev. 17.17. 
They that dwell on the earth wondred 
after the beaſt, even- they whoſe names 
were not written in the book of life. We 
have alſo here the reaſon why God ſuffer- 
eth ſo many to be delivered to their own 
deſtruction, oz. becauſe they receive not 
the loye of the fruth that they might be 
{iaved ; and this is further amplified 4} 
I:2 Tzm , and for this cauſe, viz. becauſe 
they love not the truth, God ſhall fend them 
ſtrong deluſions, Ey8prytiay TA&yns, Celuſtons 
that ſhall be effectual to make them believe 
a lie, who helieved not the truth, z. e. 
obeyed not the truth, but had pleaſnre ir: 
unrighteonfreſs , that ſo they might be dam- 
HEAs | 

Gods judgements are ſuitable to mens 
fins; thoſe that love not the truth , he ſuf- 
fereth to loſe the truth, and they that 
are willing to receive falſe doctrines, and 
falſe worſhip , that they may more 
quietly pra&tiſe unrighteouſneſs, God ſuf. 
fereth them to have temptations to 1t , 
and to be prevailed: with by thoſe temp- 

tations 5 
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tations; and this is the: caſe "of the Papal 
world, becauſe men delight not in th? 
true knowledge. of God, to fear him,'and 
be thankful, therefore he gave them up 
to worſhip Images,, ard to-ferve the Crea- 
tures more than the Creator' ;, as he 
dealt with the Heathens beforethetn , Ram. 
I. 21. 25. Men lov'd not theknowledgs 
of Chrift, valued' hot "his Jove Ju ly 
but 'Joved to boaſt of their wp! wills, 
abilities and performances, therefore Got 
ſuffered them to lo the ſound-dyQrine 
of juſtification - faith' and aſſurance; avid 
to: make men and Angels their Megrators, 
and to truſt in the. merits of. their own 
works and ſufferings; men had ig plea- 
fure in holines, but 'in unrightedu{heſs 


and- licentiouſnefs , therefore God fuffered 


them to be deprived of the Scriptures the 
mean and rule of holinefs,andto ſpend their 
days either in will-worſhip, ſyperſtiripn k 
and voluntary ſeverities , bodily *exer- 
cle, which profits not, 1 Ti.. 4. $, or 
elſe' in all filthinefs and profanenefs , 
and yet to delude themſelves with the 
vain hopes- of pardons, indulgencies, dif- 
penſations, penances, and  venial fins. 
Moreover becauſe men delighted not in 
ſpiritual things and heavenly mindednels, 
they were Lpriecdof "the trae know- 

| | I -3 ledge 
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Tedpge , of heaven, and , the comfortable 
hopes. of Salvation, to be taught to live 
in endleſs doubts and fears that can ne- 
ver be ſatisfied, and to count it a favour 
to go to Purgatory at laſt, there fo ſuffer 
ſome thouſands. of years. the torments. of 
hcll, :.and to believe that, their deliverance 
fromthence depends upon the will of Popes 
hd-Prieſts, and is to. be bought with mo- 
ney. Men were weary of the ſpiritual wor. 
Jhip of God, Faith and; love, prayer and 
thankſgiving, hearing the word and recej- 
ving the Sacraments. witha ſerious: heart 
and deſire to profit. by. them, therefore 
they, are given , up to be content to be de- 
privedof Gods word, and to hear little but 
the lying miracles of feigned Saints and hu- 
mane Traditions, and commandments of 
men, alſoro have tier. prayers and Sacra- 
ments in a language they. do not underſtand, 
and to fool themſelves with a belief that the 
Opus: operatums, their bare preſeace at them 
and performance of the outward work , 
1s ſufficient to ſave them : Laſtly becauſe 
men were weary of a pious , profitable 
-and learned miniſtry, therefore they are 
deliyered to be: enſlaved by a generation 
of. men , for the moſt part, abominahly 
wicked, ignorant, and ſuperſtitious, who 
. deceive the people and ' are themſelves 
HRP oY deceived: 
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deceived : briefly,. natural conſcience will 
not ſuffer men to be content:withour ſome 
religion, and ſome hope of a betterlite, 
and ſome: perſons to inſtruct them in it ; 
but their unruly laſts and affeCtions make 
them love and chuſea religion that? they 
may play - and trifle with', and 'ſuchis 
Popery , where men may :ſeem very de-« 
yout and zZcalous in external worſhip,*and 
for the Traditions of their fathers, and yet 
live in all wickedneſs, and notwithitandwg, 
hope to-gotoheaven.. ' eo nt 


_ 


Uſe 1. This may leſſen our wondertlitt 
Popery ſhould fo much: prevail vupon'"the: 
world,” and that men ſhould be fo ready: 
to return 't0- it: after. they:: have received 
the knowledge of the truth, and Popery 
been diſcovered'to be falſe:and ridiculous 
to common. reaſon : It 1s:the righteous 
judgement of God to ſifter::them/'to; be 
deceived who would be devetved, and'tat 


_ toffer 'them to take up: a falſe and abſurd 


religion, whoare weary of the true, though 
moſt-excellent and moſt rational : for this” 
reaſon. no means can withdraw men frony 
their ſuperſtitions and Idolatrous practices, 
And from their brutiſh obedience tothe! 
Pope :and their Prieſts, becauſe Cod hath 
given them cyes that cannot ſee, and ears: 

| 14 that 
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that cannot hear, and hearts that cannot _ 
perceive and underſtand, till he hath ex- 
ecuted all his wrath upon them. 
: 2, The beſt means to be; preſerved 
from Popery is to maintain in our ſelves 
love to the truth. It was want of this 
that provoked God togive up the world 
to deluſions, and ſtill to continue it un- | 
der the power of them in a_ great mea- - | 
fure. He that will do the will of him that 
fent me , he (ſhall know of the doftrine 
"whether it be of God, faith-:our Saviour, 
Zobn 7. 17. Scripture and reaſon will not 
er us to- receive. Popery as a truth, or 
as 'any religion, but as . a meer. humane 
device to keep up the power of the! Pope 
and his adherents, . and ſenſe alfo ; will con- 
fate ſome of their errors , as Tranſubſtan- 
tiation and many of their - miracles ; but 
xf we love not-the truth, intereſt -or fear 
may make us: willing to believe a;-lye and 
ſubmit to it : -unfeigned loverbt the Gol 
pel, and a lively ſenſe of ſpiritual things 
will prevent this, that we ſhall not be 
willing to let -go the truth, and then God 
will not ſuffer 'vs to be led mto; errors. 
If we delight'in the knowledge of God, 
he will never ſuffer us to be bewitcht with 
Idols, that can neither ſee, nor hear, | 
noe tide 51003, "1 : 
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If Chriſt be precious to us, the chiefeſt 
of ten thonſands and . altogether lovely , 
God [will never ſuffer us to put, our eon- 
fidence in Creatures , as our Mediators , 
or in' our own works, which would de- 
celve us, , 

If we have pleaſure in drawing 
nigh to God; if his word and ordinan- 
ces be more tous, than our appointed 
food, our Heavenly Father will not inſtead 
of it, give usa ſtone of Popiſh auſterities 
and bodily ſervice, and unintelligible or- 
dinances, much-leſs will he give .us-the 
Scorpions of their 1dolatrous worſhip. 

If we earneſtly purſue the lively hope 
of heaven and aſſurance of Gods favour, 
we ſhall neyer receive the tormenting de- 
luſion of Purgatory. : 

And if they. that bring the glad tidings 
of the Goſpel are moſt welcome to us, God 
will never ſuffer us to be deluded into a 
ſlaviſh ſubjeftion to and fears of the Popes 
Bulls, andan 1idolatrous Maſs-Prieſt. 

Therefore the Apoſtle concludes this 
diſcourſe, v. 15. Therefore brethren ſtand 
faſt; and hold the  Fraditions which ye 
have been tanght , whether by word , 
or. our Epiſtle : And this would be a 
ground to expect what he prays for in 
their behalf, v. 16, 17. Now our, Lord 
- Feſus 
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Feſus Chriſt himſelf 5 and God even our 
Father , whic> hath loved us, and hath 
grven ud. eterlaſiing conſolation ',\ and good 
hope through grace:, Comfort 7 - hearts 
and ftebliſh jyou in every good word and 
work. - at | | | 
FINIS. 
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SERMON 

| Preached' © 
November 5. 1678. 


—_—_W_—__ 


—_— 
Unur_m_— 


Rev. 18. 4. And 1 heard another woice 

from heaven,ſayine,Come out of her my 
people, that ye be. not partakers: of . 
her ſins, . and that ye recerve not of her - 
plagues. TD ON 207 $8 RON 


N the former Chapter we have a de- 
ſcription of Myſtical Babylon, and 
prediction of her ruin,in thisChapter, 

A. ber fall ismore at large declared, 1. 

from the certainty of it , v. 1,233. a mighty 

Angel proclaiming that Babylon is fallen, .is 

fallen, as ifit-were done already, and ano- 

ther ſeconding him with the Type of a = 
| | one 
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ſtone thrown into the Sea, to ſhew that 
Babylen ſhould never riſe more, . 21, 
22, 23. 2. From the reaſon of it , be- 
caule both. \ Kings of the _ Earth had Com- 
roy frnic jon. with her and were delu- 

8 ſpa: 4 Thirdly,.from. a com- 
—_— to Gods people to forſake her, 
leſt they ſhould. be-conſumed with her, v. 4, 
5. Fourthly, From a command to the ex- 
ecutioners of Gods yengeance; tobe very 
ſevere in it, v. 6," 7, 8. Fifthly , from 
a deſcription of the Lamentation of her 
friends for her fall, v. 9,—19. Sixthly , 
From a call-to- the Saints-tn heaven and 
_ earth to r<joyce in Gods vengeance up- 
on her,.v. 29. which is further-exempli- 
fed ch. 19: throughout, © * 

-'Fhe Text is a Command to Gods peo- 
ple t0.comei, Ont. of Babyloi , cleft they 
partake with. her. in her fins, .and fo re- 
ceive of her Plagues. _ 

Three things ſhall be here conſi dered. 

1. The perſon commanding, 

2, The matter of the command , Come 
ont Se. 

3. The place from whence; . Babylon. © 

1. The perion commanding is qur Lord | 
Jeſus Chrift.: 1t..was another voice 4i- 
ſtin&t from the Angels, v+2.this yoice was 
from heaven, the e Angela. was: on þ ently, 
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and this perſon calls the godly his people, 
Come out of htr my people, Which no crea- 
ture might do; CIR 

2. Thecommand 1s to come out of B4- 
bylon 5, the ſame words which were ſpoken 
to the Fews, Fer. 51.9: 6, 45. withdraw 
and ſeparate your ſelves from her, *EZzalse7e 
2 auvTns, at all times a$go communion 
to withdraw from their worſhip and ſer- 
vice, iva ul} guynowvavienrs Tits apagriats 
&uThs , leaft you communicate in her ſms , 
which they mult needs do that joyn in her 
worſhip, and whenever there is opportu- 
nity ſeparate your ſelves from the place 
and perſons ; this the other part of the 
reaſon ſhows, Ire wi adfire ix 3 mxnyor 
&vThs , that ye receive not of her Plagues , 
which are to be the ſword, fire, and ſuch 
like waſting judgements, ch.” 17. 16. of 
which they muſt have their 'ſhare, that 
dwell in Babylon when theſe things fall 
upon them : and this was the meaning of 
the ſame command to the Fews, zz. that 
whilſt they lived in Babylon 70. years, 
) they ſhonld kep themſelves from her 1do- 

latries, and that they ſhould willingly de- 
' part from her, and return home when 
God ſhould open a door to them by Cyrm as - 
he had promiſed. 


3. The 


1 as 
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* ſho. The place, out of. ber, VI, Babyloy 
Whoſe fall is foretold, v. 2. What this place 
is the former chapter declares paſt doubt to 


them that are willing to receive the truth. 
That it 1s a certain place and not the 
whole company of the wicked, as the Rhe- 
»s/ts would perlwade us, is ma- 

In locum. Nifeſt, It is deſcribed as a wo- 
| man, a great Whore, v. 1.-— 4. 

under which figures Cities uſe to be fig- 
nified, as Feruſalew and Samaria, Ezech, 
23. 1. 4. and ſhe hath a particular name 
written in her forehead, v. 5. Myſtery, Ba- 
bylon the great She is alſo called the 
Mother of Harlots , and abominations of 
the earth, which points out ſome place 
which ſhould be principal and. ringleadep 
11 corruptions and perſecutions, v. 5, 6: 
That this place is the City of Rome , 


and not Conſtantinople , Feruſalem, orany 


other City 1s alſo evident, becauſe ſhe is 
faid to be ſeated upon ſeven Mountains, 
and to have had ſeven ſorts of government, 
five paſt, one preſent and another tp come, 
9.9510, 11.which agree to nq City but Rome, 
and v.18.it is added,that The woman. is that 
great City which reigncth over the Kings of 
the earth , wiz. in St. Johns time, which 
was none /but Rowe. Moreover that this 
Was not Heathen Reme , but Rome _— | 
| 1an 
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ſtian declining both in Doctrine and wor- 
ſhip,. appears, in that ſhe is taxed with 
Whoredome and drawing all the world 
to whoredome and fornication by her 
power aid example; by which the Scrip- 
ture doth not expreſs the Idolatry of 
Heathens, but the Apoſtaſie of the Church 
to Idols , whereby ſhe breaketh her Cove- 
nant with God her firſt husband. © 

\  Sheis alſo called Myſtical Babylon, Baby- 
lon for Tyranny and Idolatry , both of 
which old Babylon was mother to, 1n the 
declining world after the flood, and A 
{tical becauſe not the ſame place ;, nor did 
ſhe openly bring in Idols, but under pre- 
rence of honouring Chriſt and his Saints: 
The Idolatry of Heathen Rome was ng - 
Myſtery. wY : 

This woman alſo aljureth the world to 
drink of the wine of her fornications,.and 
thoſe that were backward ſhe compelled,till 
ſhe was drunk with the blood of Saints and 
Martyrs, inſomuch that the inhabitants of 
the earth generally wondred after the 
beaſt, v. 4, 8, but Heathen Rome was 
ſo far from impoſing her religion on ©- 
ther Nations ( though ſhe puniſht the 
Chriſtians for departing from her rehgt 
-on ) that ſhe left al] Nations to their 
own way of worſhip, when ſhe had con- 

x | aa aleed 
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quered them, even the Fews who were 
moſt different from all the reſt ; yea it 
was her cuſtom to receive the worſhip 
and Gods of the conquered Nations a- 
mong her own ſolemnities, that ſo they 
might not provoke any Gods againſt them, 
and thus Tertullian faith, Trberins would 
have had our Saviour received into the 
number of the Roman Gods, the Senate 
refuſed it becauſe they ſaid he would be 
God alone, and enqure no companions 
with him : which further confirmeth that 
it was Reme Chriſtian and not Pagan 
which did impoſe her Idolatrous worſhip 
upon the world. , 

Laſtly, that it is Rome Papal, as it 
now is and hath been for many ages paſt, 
which is this Babylor, and not Rome when 
ſhe ſhall utterly renounce the Chriſtian 
faith in the end of the world © as fome 
Papiſts without ſhadow of reaſon fancy , 
Is proved, in that ſhe is arrayed in pur- 
ple and Scarlet, decked with gold and 
precious ſtones and pearls, which 1s the 
garb of the Pope and his Cardinals : In 
That ſhe is the Mother - of fornications, 
Tdolatries, through the earth, and that 
ſhe is drunk with the blood of Saints 
and Martyrs, Rome Papal having deſtroy- 
ed far more Chriſtians, than eyer. Heather: - 
Rome did. | And 
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And that the beaſt that carries this 
whore, the Roman State, 1s fnll of names 
of blaſphemy, v. 3. the blaſpkemous ti- | 
tles and power which the Pope uſurpeth 
to himſelf and his Roman Church above 
any heathen that ever was. 
And eſpecially in that the ten horns 
upon the head of the beaſt that carries. this 
'Whore,which are ten Kingsariſing out of the 
diſlolution of the Roman Empire.are aid to 
-have received no Kingdomin Fohzs.time, 
but to receive it one hour with the beaſt, 
v. 12, yea to give their power to the 
beaſt, to ſet him up, and maintain his 
Empire, and to be deluded by him, till 
God ſhall turn their hearts againſt him 
to deſtroy him, v. 13. 17. The beaſt 
himſelf alſo was to be the eighth head of the 
former great beaſt, and yet one of the 
ſeven, s. c. a new__government. 1: Rome , 
for the manner of it not much. different - 
from the preceding, Emperours ; all which 
are apparently fulfilled in the Pope and his 
adherents ; For when Auguſtulzs laid down 
the Empire, Ann. Chr. 476. there im- 
mediately appeared. ten ſinall Kingdomes , 
ſometimes more, ſometimes fewer, in this 
Weſtern part of the.world, and then the 
Pope began to uſurp the dominion of Rgme; 
and both he and they grew up together,and 
| ſtrengthened each other till they ' were. all 
| K EE 
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indaved by him, and. bad inabled hini to 
trample Emperours under his feet : like- 
wiſe the "declining of wane of Popedome 
in theſe too laſt ages hath been cauſed by 
rhe withdrawing of theſe very Princes from 
his ſubjectien , whoſe Kingdomes were 
Once -Provinces of Rome, and whoſe prede- 
ceſſors had given their power to the Pope; 
and when a few more ſhall follow their 
example , the Pope will loſe his triple 
Crown. 

Theſe things thus explained the Obſer- 
vation 1s clear. _ | 
Obſ. It is the command of Chriſt to all 
}15 people to withdraw from the communi- | 
on of Papal Rome, as they would avoid 
Jjoyning 1n her ſins, and to thoſe that 
have opportunity, to forſake the dwellings 
of Rome as they would eſcape her plagues. 
When the whole world after the flood 
apoſtarized from God and his worſhip , 
God fingled out the family of Abraham , 
and 1n time 1ncreaſt them to a nation, to 
put his name, and to Keep up his worſhip, 
among them : for this the reſt eſpecially 
their neighbours in the Eaſt, hated, and 
oppoſed them, and the heads of this op- 
polition were Egypt, Ninveh, and at laſt 
Babylon in Chaldea, which ſwallowed up ail 
her neighbours ; Thus there was a long 
contelt betwixt the Church of the Fews _ 
aCt- 
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adhered to God and pure religion, and 
Babylon which was become the head of the 
Pagan Apoſtaſie inthe Eaft : In like man- 
ner, the Goſpel was no ſooner planted 
and ſpread throyghout the Weſtern world, 
but"there began a detcftion to Idolatry in 
the worſhip of Saints and Angels, and alter 
ſome while Kome became tne head of this A- 
poitaſte,and for above 1 thouſand years paſt, 
there hath been a continual conteſt betwixt 
a purer part of Chriſts Church ſcaitered 
through divers Countries, and this 1My/t:- 
cal Babylon, acertain number hecifial by 
one hundred forty four thouſand, Rev 14.1: 
havekept themſelves pure from the whore- 
domes ' of Rome, they were Virgins and 
followed the Lamb whitherſoeyer he 
went, and with them the Roman beaſt hath 
continually made war, .and fill fecks. to 
deſtroy them out of the earth : now all that 
would be the faithful ſeryants of Chriſt muſt 
joyn with this ſmall perſecuted company ,. 
and neither comply with, nor ſubmit to 
Rome, nor connive at her power and im- 
poſitions, as they would nat be found guil- 
ty of her Apoſtaſie,, and be fivept away + 
in her deſtruftion. | | 
To prove this, becauſe we ſpeak to them 
who are already ſeparated from Rome, it 
will be ſufficient to clear theſe 2 Queſtions, 
which being cleared wilt :1ſo prove the 
| : K: 2 _ duty 
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duty of others to ſeparate from her, who 
yet either adhere to,, or lean towards 
her. 

I. Queſtion, whether there was a juſt 
ground tor the Poteſtants to ſeparate from 
the Church of Rome ? 

' 2. Whether there can be any' reconcili- 
ation of Proteſtants to Rome. 

In which hall be brief, becauſe a foun- 
dation is in a fort laid for i itin the fore- 
gong diſcourſe. 

. 24. Whether Proteſtants did upon 
ruſt and neceſſary grounds ſeparate from 
the communion of the Church of Rome , 
in her worſhip and diſcipline ? 

Anfiv. They did, which I thus prove. 

' 1. Becauſe the Church of Rome hath al- 
tered the rule of the Chriſtian faith. The 
Church is a holy Common-wealth under the 
government of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
he governsit by his laws contained in the 
Holy Scriptures ; theſe are the rule of their 
worthip and obedience to him, Math. 28. 
18, 19, 20. He that alters this rule, al- 
tereth the fundamental conſtitution of the 
Church; But the Church of Rome hath al- 
tered this rule; they teach the Scriptures 
tobe'a defeCtive,inſufficient rule, and there- 
fore'they joyn to them the Apocryphal 
books of the'Old Teſtament and the Tra- 


itions of the Church ( which alſo they 
| receive 
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receive and reject at.their pleaſure, ) De. 
crees of Councils ,- and decretals and deci- 
tons of Popes , all theſe together are the 
perfect rule that the Papiſts acknowledge 
and pretend to ; Ifay, pretend, becaute 
the Scripture hath little ſhare in it, when 
it comes to Tryal; hereby they have made 
a new foundation of the Church, both of 
faith and praftice ; For it is not ſufficient 
that we believe and practiſe all that is in 
the Canonical Scriptures, but we muſt be- 
lieve and obey the Apocryphal writings 
and unwritten Traditions, as- of the ſame 
authority with the Bible ; thus the Coun- 
Ccil of Trezt hath determined, as was ſhew- 


ed before : This altereth the very coniti- 


tution of the Church, and ſubjeCteth it to 


'men inſtead of Chriſt; and this is the root 


of all apoſtaſie. 

2. Becauſe the Papiſts pretend their 
Pope or Church to be above the Scriptures, 
and to put an authentick authority on them 


and their ſenſe ; Thus all our faith and 


obedience 1s reſolved into the determina- 
tion of men. That the Papiſts pretend 
the Pope, their Council, or Church, to 
be above the Scriptures, cannot be dented, 
they give the authority and authentick- 
neſs to the Scriptures, "tis from their com- 
mand that the Bible is received, and if 
they pleaſed they might cauſe it to be laid 

.» alide 3 
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ide z it cannot be - known ( they ſay ) 
That the Scriptures are Gods word, hut 
that their Church declares it; nor is any 
tenſe or meaning to be fizt, upon, as the 
certain ſenſe of any Scripture, but what 
they determine to be rhe meaning of the 
place. Accordingly the Trent-Council out of 
their great power have determined the 
vulgar Latin Tranſlation of the Bible to 
be authentick, and equal to the Greek 
and Hebrew originals , 
Council of Trent, though their own authors 
Seſ. 4 * acknowledge it to be molt 
falſe, defective, and in ma- 
ny things ridiculous : Now then. que faith 
1s not ultimately refolyed into the Scrip- 
tures, we do not helieve and obey,” be- 
caule we know and are ſure from Scrip- 
ture that this Is the mind of God, - but be- 
cauſe the Pope or Church declare it to be 
the mind of God ; yea thongh the words 
of Scripture plainly condemn what they 
teach, or though the Tranſlation of a Scrip- 
ture be contrary to the original which was 
izdited by the ſpirit of God immediately 3 
yet if they ſay this is the meaning of the 
place and rhe trye tranſlation of jt, we 
muſt believe it 3 The foundation then of 
all our faithand obedience is the determi- 
pation of the Church or Pope. : 
[ECG»j. But they are infallible they fay. 
Fo pO | | Anſw. 
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Aznſw, This they can never prove ; but 
if 'they were, if I muſt bekeve meeriy 
upon their Teſtimony , and faying they 
are infallible, my faith is ſtil! refolved into 
the witneſs of men: their teſtimory con- 
cerning themſelves is but a humane Telti- | 
rony, they do net,cannot prove it by. any 
divine, infallible proof; therefore my faith 
and obedience mutt ultimately reſolve into 
humane authority. - The Apoſtles were 
1nfallible, yet had not they, dominion over 
the faith of the Chtirch, 2 Cor. 1.24. to. 
command what ſhould be believed and 
practiſed ; but they proved by infallible 


and divine . Teſtimony of miracles and 


gifrs of the Holy Ghoſt, rhat what they 
taught came from God, and fo the belief 
of the people was built upon the Teſti- 
mony of God to the Apoltles doctrine, 
T. Cor. 2. 4, 5. the Apoſtle faith, his preach- 
ing was in, demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power. That their faith might not ſtand in the 
we/dom of men,but%3 the power of God: Ii their 
taith had:been grounded upon the Apoſtles 
own Teſtimony of his ſelf that he was in- 
fallibI2,and upon his determination concern- 
1ngany Scripture or doctrine out of his own 
wildom,thongh he had ſeemed to prove it 
itrangely,their faich had ſtood upon the au- 
thoty & wiſdom of man; but thereforetheir 
faith was built on God, becauſe his ſpirit 
| K 4 did 
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did powerfully demonſtrate what the A- 
poſltle preacht to be from God ;, therefore 
unleſs the Papiſts can proye their infalli- 
bility by miracles, and demonſtration of 
the ſpirit, theirs is but a humane Teſtimo- 
ny, and ſo we know itis, and a falſe one 
too : and therefore it is an intolerable 
abuſe to take the Church off from faith and 
obedience to Chriſt as the head command- 
ing and ruling her , and from the holy 
Spirir, as inditing and confirming the, holy 
SCrIPEures, and to ſubject her to the au- 
thority and determinations of fallible and 
{ometimes moſt wicked men: To let pals 
that the Papiſts themſelves not being agreed 
who 1s the infallible ſupreme judge, whe- 
ther the Pope,Council,or the whole Church, 
no man of them hath any ſure foundation , 
for his Faith : If they ſay the Scripture de- 
clares who is the ſupreme infallible Judge ; 
I anſwer that Judge muſt again tell us what 
15 tne meaning of that Scripture 3 The Pope 
faith it means him, the Council and Church 
4ay it means them ; here are three preten- 
dersto ſupreme and infallible authoriy, 
_ and to interpret the Scripture 5 which ſc- 
ever a man adheres to, 1t is two to one but 
ne is miſtaken 3; however here is no way 
_ to cetermine who 1s the infallible Judge, 
' anleſs there be infallible marks and Teſti- 


f30es Of It glyen by God, and then they 
| are 
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are of the ſupreme authority, and neither 
Pope , Council, nor Church themſelves ; 
but ſach they can never produce. Thus 
the whole matter is but ar-inconſiſtent jug- 
gle to bring the Church into ſubjeCtion 
to the Pope. 

3. Becauſe the Church of Rome takes 
away the Scriptures from the people, yea 
and alloweth the Clergy themielves the uſe 
of the corrupt, vulgar Tranſlation of the 
Bible only. Farth. comes by hearing and 
hearing hy the word of God , Rom. 10. 
' 14. How then ſhall the people get Faith 
or grow init, when they muſt not have 
the Scriptures to read themſelves, nor 
have them read to them by their teachers, 
but in an unknown tongue, and that Tran- 
ſlation ſo corrupt alſo, that if any of them 
ſhoald underſtand Latin, they would yet 
have much difficulty to find the truth. The 
Scriptures are Chriſts Law whereby he go- 
verns his Church, and the peoples Magna 
Charta, the Charter of all their priviledges, 
and of all Gods promiſes ſpiritual and 
temporal ; to take this from them is to de- 
prive them, both of the rule of their obe- 
dience, and of the foundation of all their 
faith and hope in God : This 1s not to be 
endured upon any pretence whatſoever. 

4. Becauſe they impoſe the celebration _ 
of Gods worſhip in an unknown tongue: the 

Papiſts 
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Papiſts celebrate their prayers, Sacraments, 
and ſinging of Pſalms, all in Latin, which 
as they know the people underſtand not,ſo 
they would not have them underſtand it; by 
this means the people are deprived of ail 
true worſhip; For worſhip is the reverence 
and aftection of the ſoul to God, either in 
aſcribing honour to him, or deſiring of him 
and trulting in him for whatever we 
need. This it is impoſlible man ſhould give 
to God in and by thoſe words and exprei- 
ſions which he underitandeth not, which 
for what he knows way blaſpheme God, 
or beg a curte inſtead of a bleſſing, which 
as managed by illiterate Prieſts oftentimes 
are nonicnſle and {ignifie nothing, and 
ſometimes contrary to ſound Doctrine, yea 
may at all rimes for what the people know 


be directed to an Idol or a Devil inſtead of 


God. For preaching of the word the Papiſts 
pretend bur little toit: And thus the Ro- 
man Ciurch is a Church of Chriſt, which 
acknowledgcth not him for her head and 
Governour , ner his word for her rule 
and Law, nor his worſhip for her practice; 
but ſabjectctna her felf to a wicked man 
under the name of Chriſts Vicar, taketh 
his will ior her Law, and his inſtitutions 
for her worſhip, without Queſtion and 
without underſtanding ; This is an abuſe 
12t to be tolerated. 

5. The 
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5. The Idolatry that the Papiſts impoſe 
on the Church 3 the Apoſtle is expreſs , 
You cannot partake of the Table of the 
Lord and the Table. of Devils, rhe Cup of 
the Lord and the cup of Devils ,. 1 Cor. wor- | 
19. 20, 21, and theſe Devils, he faith, are 
ſhipped in Idols by Idolaters, with whom 
therefore we muſt have no: communion ; 
now the greateſt part of the Papiits worſhip 
conſiſts in the worſhip and invocation of - 
Saints, Angels,and the Virgin 2ary,and their 
wafer-God, which they practiſe upon the 
very ſame grounds on which the Heathens 
worſhipt their Idols, and therefore are 1do- 
. laters as well as the Heathens ; they ſay 
they do not worſhip them as God; the 
Heathens ſaid the ſame and as truly ; but 
they do aſcribe to them the praiſe, truſt, 
homage and ſubjeftion, fear and reverence, 
which is due only to God which is above 
the condition and deſert of our fellow Crea- 
tures,” who depend upon God, and the me- 
rits of Chriſt as much as we ; and this doth 
take off the Heart from God, and makes 
men believe that the Saints and Angels 
are . nearer to us, more merciful, more 
ready to help us than God is, and more 
concerned for our good”than our bleſſed 
Lord whoſe whole work it is to redeem and 

interceed for us. od; 
6. Their impoſing the belief of wy 
WEE | Tl 
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{ubſtantiation and -worſhipof the bread in 
the Sacrament - Moſt of our Marian Mar- 
tyrs were put to death upon this point on- 
ly, their not believing the real preſence 
(as the Papiſts call it) of Chriſt in the Sa- 
crament, 2. e. that the bread was ſabſtanti- 
ally turned into the body of Chriſt. If men 
would impoſe upon us the belief of the leaſt 
uatrvtÞ, though in natural or civil things, 
vie mul not ſubmit to tnem, much leſs 
whin they impoſe ſuch an untruth as this 
T:aainbſtantiation, which 1s' againſt the 
Plain letter of Scripture, which faith, that 
Chritt c:4 not only take, which was before 
Conſecration, byr .alſo that he gave bread 
and wine (to be eaten and drunk by his 
diſciples) which was after they were con- 
ſecrated, 1 Cor. 11.22, 23. which 1s alſo 
againſt our ſenſes ; the eye, the ſmell, the 
touch and taſte, all witneſſing the Elements 
to be ſti;! bread and wine ; againit Philoſo- 
phie, which teacheth fnch a change of one 
body into anotier, eſpecially ſo ſmall a one 
as that ofa Water into {o large as the bo- 
dy of Chriſt, to be ablolutely impoſlible ; 
yea and againſt common reaſon , which 
knows whence the bread and wine came, 
how they were made, how they go into 
the ſtomach, are digeſted, refreſh, and are 
carried oft Ike other food : ſhould ſuch a 
Paradox be admitted, there can be no cer- | 
tainty 
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tainty in any thing; For by the pretence 
of ſuch a change or miracle, all eyidence 
may beevaded ; and ſo the Apoſtles that 
ſaw Chriſt in the body, heard him, hand- 
led him, both before and after his Reſur- 
rection, might (for what we know) beall 
miſtaken ;, and all the witneſles of the mi- 
racles that confirm both Teſtaments, mighr 
all failin their ſenſe and judgement of things, 
and fo nothing be certain in Religion, ſee- 
ing there is continually in- innumerable 
places ſuch a prodigie as the Hoſt, which 
is as they ſay the glorified body of Chriſt 

ow in Heaven, and yet ſenſe and reaſon 
*take it to be a bit of bread ; what may they 
aedpecſrade and impoſe on people, that 
can prevail with them to believe this ? The 
worſhipping of the bread doth alſo deſtroy 
the nature and uſe of the Sacrament, where 
inſtead of a comfortable remembrance of 
Chriſt and his death}to increaſe faith in him, 
and love to him, men are taught only 1gno- 
rantly to worſhipa bit of bread, and that 
with more folemnity, than Chriſt himſelt 
was honoured with on earth. 
7. Becauſe they take away the cup from 
the people in the Sacrament, hereby they 
take upon them toalter Chriſts inſtiturion 
at their pleaſure;theydeprive the people not 
only of one part of the $acrament, bar in ſo 
doing wholly obſcure the meaning of the Sa- 
| | | crament; 
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crament;for ſeeing they break notthe bread - 


but giveit whole, nor pour out the. wine, 
ticr ſuffer the people to ſee anddrink it ; 
the pcople have no repreſentation, of the 
death of Chriſt, neither of the breaking 
or bruiſing of his body, nor ſhedding his 
blood; and in this the Papiſts are moſt 
inſolent of any other their Corruprions ; 
for that their Councils of ® Conſtance and 

b Trent do acknowlege, rhat 


a Sef. 13. - Ciriſt gave both Elements to his 


b Se. 21: diſciples, and that the Primitive 
| Church continued the like cu- 

ſtom for many ages, and yer they can pre- 

ſume to alter it upon trivial reaſons. 

8. The Papilts greatly obſcure the Do- 
Etrine of Juſtification 5 the Goſpel is the 
glad tydings of peace, the word of recon- 

ciliation 5 that God is in 

2 Cor. s. ch. Chriſt reconciling the world 
19, 20. v tg himſelf is the chief thing 
| commitred tothe Miniſters of 

the Goſpel; if therefore this be obſcured, 
the Goſpel is in a great meaſure rendred 
ineffectual, and the Miniſtry uſelefs for the 
end 1t was appointed for, It is the chief 
enquiry of ſinful man, what he ſhould db 
to be ſaved, AH. 16. 31. and on this de- 
'pends all his worſhip of God ; for till 
man be reconciled to God, he cannot wor- 
ſhip him acceptably, nor can he truſt, ge 


4 
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and fear God aright, unleſs he know upon 
what grounds, and in- what way God will 
have this done. If we loſe the doftrine 
of Juſtification, we loſe the ſubſtance of 
the Goſpel and of all Religion : Now this 
the Papiſts do obſcure ſo much, that a man 
can ſcarce tell- amidit their Doftrines , 
what Chriſt hath done for him, and what 
he maſt expect from Chriſt. They ſay a 
natural man improving the gifts of nature, 
doth in ſome ſort merit the grace and ſpi- 
{ rit of God, and when he hath that grace he 
_ dothex condigno properly and of due debt 
merit the conrinuance of Gods fayour, and 
heaven it ſelf; yea, over and above may 
merit for other men: and. if a man do 
commit fins after converſion, his volunta- 
ry penances , his patient bearing of Gods. 
corrections in this world, and Purga- 
cory in the next, tog@her with alms-deeds, 
faſtings and ſuch good works, do make 
full ſatisfaction for all theſe tins; and he 
that wants penance and fatisfaCtions of his 
own, may be ſupplied out of the treaſury 
of the Church by Maſſes and the Popes in- 
dulgences.Now this is not only the doctrine 
of Schoolmen , bur the chief part of Re- 
ligion and worſhip among them; and the 
chief things the Prieſts teach andare im- 
ploy'd abour. | | 


9. The 
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9. The Popes claim 'of ſupremacy 4S 
blaſphemous, and .not to be tubmitted to 
by the Churches : Under the Goſpel Chriſt 
hath appoinred no high Prieſt to whom all 
Miniſters ſhould be ſubject ,. no. place of 
worſhip to which all Nations ſhould repair, 


no Mother Church on which they ſhould 


depend, none to be his Vicar on earth : 
bur all this the Pope and Church of Rome 
claim and uſurp , which tendeth to 
bring all the Churches on earth into bon- 
dage to them, and to exclude the conduct 
of the ſpirit in the Miniſters and Churches, 
as if it were peculiarto them only ; it 'is 
alſo a power which no Creature is capable 
of,and derogates from the honour of Chriſt, 
who doth by his Godhead, ſpirit and word, 
preſide in , govern and guide his whole 
. Church. | | 
10. Becauſe the Papiſts have wholly 
changed. the diſcipline of the Goſpel into 
a pompous, worldly Polity. Chriſt ap- 
' Pointed Paſtors and teachers for the edify- 
ng of the Saints, till they all come to the 
' perfect man in Chriſt, Eph. 4. 12, 13..but 
the Papiſts have changed this into a viſible, 
worldly Monarchy, though under the pre- 
"tence of Religion and the name of ſpiritu- 
al, of which the Pope is the head, his 
Cardinals Princes, ail his Prieſts and Clergy 
+ Officers 


—— 


( 
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officers and Factors for him to hoſd the Con- 
ſciences of men in ſubjeftion to-him,* and"to 
keep Princes and their Kingdoms in homage, 
and tributary to his Coffers. By all theſe things 
it appears that the Papiſts have quite- altered 
both the foundation and ſuperſtruftire of the 
Church of God, andthe government” of -his 
houſe, and retained little-more than the name 
of Chriſt, his Church and Goſpel 5 and there- 
fore it was neceſſary. they ſhould' withdraw 
from-them who had afiy'tare- of the honour 
of God, or their ownfalvation. © 7 
 Obj. The Papiſts Abje& ;. that the Prote- 
ſtanrs acknowledge the' Church of Roe to be 
a true Church, and therefore not 't6'be Rpa- 
rated from. TOFIQUETOY 39414 015 8d 0s 
Anſw.1.Suppoſe it wete a'trneChurch,are not 
other true Churches alfo? What obligation 1y- 
eth upon all Churchestobe members of & ſub- 
jeCt tothe Church of Rane; more' than on the 
Churchof Rome it ſelf: to be a member of any 
other true Churchtſarely none from the notion 
ot a true Church, feeing' all Churches of Chriſt - 


that are true, are: at leaſt equal with her in. 
Ahis attribute.” ' If they ſay that the Church of 
Rome hath the Primacy. of all Churches and 


dominion over them-trom. Peter the head of the 
Charch,this is but to beg whatithey can never 
prove; that Peter had the headfhip of theChurch 
committed to him ind his ſucceſſors,and which 


is denyed of their own Council of Cenſtantey 


Seſſ. 15: 


2. Be: oo! 
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_ - 2+ Becauſe the Church of Rome doth -retain 
the: profeſſion ;of Chiriftanity, the general 
cregeq, and the holy Scriptures , :however 
they;deviatefrom them in.their expoſitions 
and practice; | nba wan the Proteſtants dare 
not deny.it.abſolutely to:be aChurchipf Chriſt; 
but that-he may -be ſtill ſtriving with it: and 
may have - many, in-itz;;who may keep them- 
ſclyes from: the | great: corruptions':/of it , 
even-ias the 7000, in 1ſratl, who: :had not 
bowed the knee. to;:Baal, and ſo; .ſhe;may 
continue a Church--in:this ſenſe; and in.this 
State: till her finall rejection and deſtru&ion, 
nevertheleſs. they unanimouſly agree _ that.ſhe 
an Jdolatrous, Apaſtatical Chuxchy under 
great and fatal corruptions, though ſhe bath 
-not, quite forſaken the- name of Chriſt,.'or he 
utterly forſaken her , as: the ten; Tribes under 
 Terobpam became idolatrotis: and Apoſtatical, 
and are fajd to have worſhippedDevils in wor. 
Ihipping the Calves, . though they pretended 
themto' repreſent Fehoughz: 2 Chror. +11, 15. 
and when they were in. this ſtate; of,,back(ſli- 
ding all the people as well astthe Prieſts.andLe- 
vites, that did ſet their hearts to ſeekithe-Lord 
God of their fathers, -forſook them and went 
_ to Feruſalem to ſacrifice,and joyned themlelves 
to 7udah, 2 Chron. 11: 13. 17. 16. andinithe 
time of his ſucceſſours, thee that were upright 
and had opportunity did ſtill refort to Feruſa- 


lem 
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len to, worſhip; whence the Idolatrous Prieſts 
are complained of for ' laying wait and Nets 
for them in 44ſpab ahd T abor:and this they did 
' notwithſtanding . that God: did. {till ' contend 
with Iſrael by his: Prophets, and- {cnt many 
eminent ones to them; as. Elijah, Eliſha, Hoſea, 
Jonah, ' with many others, to call them back 
_ again to himſelf, ' to continue: to: warn and 
invite them to repentance even untill their dif- 
perſion and captivity. 1 Gives -* 

. 2.A 2.Queſtion-1s whether there may-be any 
reconciliation of Poteſtants to or with the 
Church of Rome. And here I muſt- diſtinguiſh | 
betwixt particular perſons, members of that 
Church, and the body. of the Church. it: ſelf. 
There are many particular-perſons in the Po- 
 piſh Communion, that be wail their: corrupti- 
on, that eomplain of their bondage, ahd are 
moderate toward Proteſtants |} :for theſe we 
may have charity, reſpe& and compaſſion; 
but to the Church of Rome, the general commy. 
nion and ſociety of Papiſts under the Pope the 
ir head, there may be nocommunion or 'recon- 

. 1, Becauſe they have: redreſſed none of - 
. their errgrs-and corruptions,' for which the 
' Proteſtants at firſt forſook them. . If our firſt 
ſeparation from Rome was juſt and neceflary,, ſo 
 it1sſtill, for. they have not mended, 'orxedreſ- 
ſed any of the grounds of our ſeparation: but 
_ on. the contrary when they wereintreated and 
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naſortcompelled to call the Council of Trex: 
. tocompoſe: matters, belides the many unwor- 
thy arts they uſed to have men clioſen' ta 
their mind and of their own party, they did 


ſeverally confirm every error indottrine, and. 
corruption 1n worſhip, which the Proteſtants 
accufed them of, and Anathematized all that - 


held the doQtrineof the Proteſtants, and asif 
this were nat enough, their Prieſts areall to be 
ſworn to maintain this Council, and a Cate- 
chiſm was ordered to be compoſed out of it 
to be the ftandard of the Doctrine of that 
Church, which was done accordingly. | 
2: As they havenot, ſo they cannot mend, 
or alter any thing conſiderable. "The conſtitu- 
tion 'of the” Roman Papal Church depends on 
the corruptions they maintain and praCtiſe. 
Should their Clergy marry, they would not 
be at the:Popes command : ſhould they lay a- 
ſide private Maſſes, image worſhip, 'and Pur- 
gatory,' their Prieſts would loſe a great part 
of their maintenatice ; and the Pope a great 
jewel in Ins Crown, viz. the powet of cano- 
nizing Saints and freeing ſouls from Purgato- 
* ry :. andif the people ſhould haye the Scrip- 
tures;and publick ſeryicein their own tongue, 
they would quickly diſcernthe corruptions of 
their Church; and impoſtures'of their Pope ; 
 aboveall, thould they alter hw 1a of mo- 
ment decreed by the Council of Trexe; which 
wasalſo: confirmed by Pope Pi the! 4th. 8 
4 fy he IS. 7.4. * Send 
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would ſhake the foundation of the Church the 
Popes infallibility : for either the Council and 


' Pope Pix erred in their decrees, or that Pope 


muſt err who alters any thing of thoſedecrees: 
hence it was, that the Pope and Council of 
Treyt would not yield ſo much as the cup in 
the Lords ſupper tothe Laity at any time or 
inany caſe though greatly importuned to doit 
by the Emperor Ferdinand the 1. and his ſon 
imlian. v8 

3. The Church of Rome 1s the body of Anti- 
chriſt or man of ſin,ſhe hath made him her head 
and hath eſpouſed her ſelf to him as her Lord, 
the whole religion of Popery is fitted only to 
exalt the Pope and his Clegy ;, and cheat the. 


People both of the-knowledge of God, and of 


their money. To unite with Reme is to joyn 
our ſelves with a company of Rebels and fugi- 
tives from Chriſt, that have conſpired againſt 
him, and ſet them up another King and 
Lord.- git 

4 Rome hath of long time and doth main- 
tain an oppoſition againſt the Churches -of 
Chriſt. She contends for the univerſal head- 
ſhip of the Pope, ſhe decreeth and com- | 
paileth ( as far as ſhe can ) the deſtruction of 

all Hereticks, z. e. of all that-will not ſubmit 
to her corruptions, for about goo years toge- 
ther, and ſtill attempts the ſame. To joyn 
with Rome Is to condemn all the Confeſfors 
and Martyrs, that ove ed by them, and 
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- to 'bring the guilt of their blood upon aur. 
ſclyes, as our Saviour ſaith, 2ath, 23. 35. all 
the righteous-blood that was ſhed upon the 
. earth from Abelto Zacharias ſhould be requir- 
ed of that generation, becauſe they, perſiſted in 
the footſteps of their fathers,and were of the | 
ſame body and ſucceſſion with them that ſhed 
that blood. _ | | 
5- Rome is appointed for deſtruQtion. That 
State or Polity, that City and people are ap- 
pointed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt tobe utter- 
| ly deſtroyed, as in the 17, 18,19. of the Rev. 
at large: and their deſtruction is not threat- 
ned conditionally in caſe they repent not, as 
it is to other Nations; but it is abiolutely fore- 
told, as of 2. people abhorred ci theLord, for- 
| fakenand given over by him, becauſe they for- 
_ Jookhim firſt.,Chriſt hath declared war againſt 
- Rome, which he will purſue till he hath con- 
| qperes her,and triumphed oyer her : therefore 
there may not be that deſire: or attempt of 
-union' with- her 'as with other. backſliding 
* Churches. Gods people are called to come out 
of Babylon upon pain of their deſtruction,there- 
fore;are not to make peace withher. Who 
would joyn with a periſhing Church, with a 
Party devoted-to deſtruction, and with a pe- 


_ . Tiſhing religion ? whereas Chriſt will have a 


Church pure and triumphant, which ſhall ſur. 
Vive and triumph over Babylon,Rev. 19. 1. G&c. 
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